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Surprises at new Gulf State Park Lodge
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With summer almost officially here, the new Lodge at Gulf State Park aims to
introduce guests to new facilities and provide family friendly beachfront
lodging delivered with sustainable practices at the forefront.
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Reefs are boon to fish
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Honoring graduates

Help SAEC celebrate its linemen on Lineman
Appreciation Day.

The success of Alabama’s artificial reef
program has allowed the population of red
snapper and other sea life to flourish.

SAEC recently awarded 20 college
scholarships to deserving local high school
seniors.
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ON THE COVER: In 2018, Wickles Pickles
returned its operation to Alabama with a
new production facility in Brundidge. The
facility is expected to be fully operational
by early June. See story, Page 6.
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David Bailey, General Manager
Did you know that June is the cooperative’s
anniversary month? SAEC was founded in
1937, so this month marks 82 years of service
to its members.
Think for a moment about what that time
was like in this country. The Great Depression was still ongoing for many Americans.
Those economic struggles would end soon,
but only as men and women flooded the
labor market to supply soldiers during World
War II. In just a few years, some of them
would storm the beaches on June 6, 1944,
known as D-Day.
My father-in-law, Cecil Godwin, was one
of the soldiers who stormed Utah Beach on
D-Day, so I would like to dedicate this column to him. He passed away several years
ago, but during this month I always think
about him fondly because of the sacrifices he
made. He served from January 1942 until the
end of the war in North Africa, Sicily, France
and Germany. When he returned home
to Coffee County, he was content with his
travels and enjoyed the simple pleasures of
friends, family, his home and his community.
My father-in-law was part of what has
been called the Greatest Generation. Their
character also gave them the foresight to
see the importance of supplying electricity
to rural areas long before private companies
thought it was viable.
At SAEC, we take that history seriously,
and nowhere is that better reflected than in
the dedication of our linemen. Being a lineman is truly a calling, a career that in many
cases can last more than 40 years.
Linemen are often the first responders
after a storm. Throughout their career, linemen will regularly be ripped from their sleep
and away from their families in the middle
of the night to restore power. Often, they
must work in unpleasant conditions to repair
damage as a result of weather, an accident or
fallen trees.
Alabama recognizes Lineman Appreciation Day during June, and I would like to
encourage members to show their appreciation to SAEC linemen throughout the
month. If you see any of our linemen out
in the community, please take a moment to
thank them for their dedicated service.

Of course, our linemen aren’t the only
ones at the cooperative putting in long hours
to better serve members. A few months ago,
Deborah Carter retired from the cooperative,
leaving a hole at the customer service representative position.
This month, we’re happy to highlight the
promotion of Laterah Baxter to fill that role.
I’m proud to have Laterah as a friend, and I
know she will do a wonderful job serving our
members in her new position.
This month’s magazine also features a story
on Wickles Pickles. After moving production
out of Alabama, the company has returned
home to make its products at Magnolia Vegetable Processing in Brundidge. Businesses
like Wickles Pickles are a boon not only to
the city of Brundidge but also to our entire
region, so I encourage you to read the story
and buy a jar.
You can also find a couple of pages recognizing the winners of this year’s Electric Cooperative Foundation Scholarships.
It seems like every month we have a story
about the young people in our community.
That is because we are blessed with some
amazing young leaders. It is our job to pass
our history and our character on to them so
they can continue to grow this electric cooperative in the future.
That is especially important as we celebrate
this great country’s birthday next month.
The Scottish historian Alexander Tytler once
said that the average society lasts about 200
years, which means that the United States has
lasted longer than most.
He also proposed that democracies
develop on a cycle starting in bondage, working their way up through spiritual faith, courage, liberty and then abundance. Once there,
abundance leads to complacency, apathy,
dependency and eventually back to bondage.
We are all privileged to live in the greatest
country in the world, but we should learn
from this cycle if we hope to remain so. I
know that, as I celebrate our Independence
Day, I’ll be thanking God for the grace he has
shown us and praying that we can have the
same degree of foresight as the people who
founded this cooperative.

www.alabamaliving.coop

SHOW A LINEMAN
YOUR APPRECIATION
Most people don’t give much thought to the work linemen do each day until the lights go
out. And even then, there is probably little consideration for the sacrifices they make to restore
power for SAEC members.
“They give up time at their kids’ ballgames and family outings to make sure members have
electricity,” says Ronald Wade, SAEC’s manager of engineering. “It takes a special person to put
their lives on the line for people they don’t know or may never even meet.”
That’s why June 3 has been designated Lineman Appreciation Day throughout Alabama.
Take a moment to thank any linemen you see for all the sacrifices they make daily. Or better
yet, celebrate Lineman Appreciation Day every day.
“I think we really saw what it takes to be a lineman during Hurricane Michael,” says General
Manager David Bailey. “They were out there when our system was really torn up, working long
hours day after day. One day really isn’t enough to thank these guys for everything they put on
the line.”

Laterah Baxter promoted to
customer service representative
South Alabama Electric
Cooperative is excited to
announce the promotion of
Laterah Baxter to the position of customer service representative in the Engineering Department.
Baxter has been with the
cooperative for eight years,
working as a cashier in the
front office. In that time, she
worked with members to
help them make payments,
answer billing questions and
direct them to the appropriate department. That experience has prepared her to hit
the ground running in her
new role.
“She was already familiar with the software we use,
so she knew how to look up
member accounts, check
their balance and communicate with them about their
electric usage on a daily or
monthly basis,” Manager of
Engineering Ronald Wade
says.
In her new position, Baxter will work with members
to set up prepay accounts
and coordinate with crews
in the field to pass on service
orders.
Alabama Living
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“I’m excited to see another
side of the cooperative and
learn how everything works
for the service crews,” she
says.
Even in her new position,
Baxter will draw on her front
office experience to provide
the same level of quality customer service to which members have grown accustomed.

“Her time as a cashier has
prepared Laterah to serve the
members as a customer service representative,” General
Manager David Bailey says.
“She is always very patient
and courteous with members, and I’m sure they will
continue to enjoy working
with her in her new position.”

Questions?
For questions concerning Capital Credits,
contact: capital.credits@southaec.com
For questions concerning Billing, contact:
billing@southaec.com
For questions concerning Construction,
contact: construction@southaec.com
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AWickles
different
kind
of
pickle
Pickles brings its operation to Pike County
Wickles Pickles has come a long way
since 1998 when brothers Trey and Will
Sims of Dadeville, Alabama, went public with their 70-year-old family pickle
recipe that included a custom blend of
spices and fresh ingredients.
With help from their longtime friend
Andy Anderson, the Sims brothers
launched Sims Food Inc. and began
hand-packing pickles out of their small
headquarters in Dadeville. At first they
could only make 27 cases a day. Now,
more than 2 million jars of Wickles Pickles — the name stands for “Wickedly
Delicious” pickles — make their way to
consumers each year across the U.S.
At the end of 2018, Wickles Pickles
shut down its production in North Carolina and moved back home to Alabama.

A key player in the move is Magnolia
Vegetable Processors, which last year
opened a 66,000-square-foot building in
Brundidge to process and pack Wickles
Pickles’ growing assortment of picklerelated products.
Chuck Caraway, owner of Magnolia
Vegetable Processors, says his company
expects to have Wickles Pickles’ entire
line in production by early June. “They
took an old family recipe and started
small, and now they’re in thousands of
stores across the South,” Caraway says.
“Our partnership brings them back to
Alabama and gives us more control in
creating new products.”

A new pickle

Though based on a recipe nearly a cen-
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tury old, these pickles are a fairly new
twist on a very old theme; experts say the
first cucumber pickles came from India
over 4,000 years ago. And while the pickling process has essentially stayed the
same, Wickles Pickles, with their unique
blend of sweetness, spice and heat, have
joined the ranks of gourmet foods.
Celebrity chef Rachael Ray has declared
Wickles Pickles her favorite pickle, and in
2015 the pickles placed first in the Alabama Food Bracket, an online competition sponsored by AL.com. The company’s
product line currently has about a dozen
pickled foods — including okra and relish — all made with natural ingredients.
With Magnolia Vegetable Processors now
in charge of production, Wickles Pickles
has replaced artificial food coloring with
turmeric and eliminated preservatives.
The pickles come in all shapes and sizes,
ranging from slices and chips to full-size
spears and baby dills. Some people eat

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY
SOUTHERN CLASSIC FOOD GROUP
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Southern Classic Food Group, based in Brundidge, bottles
and packages products, including Wickles Pickles, in a variety
of forms and sizes and distributes to numerous customers.
PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY SOUTHERN CLASSIC FOOD GROUP

them on barbecue sandwiches, while others say they’re best with
pimento cheese. They’re also great in salad or straight out of the
jar. Freshness is key. Caraway says Magnolia Vegetable Processors
will work with local farmers to obtain as much fresh cucumber,
okra and red pepper as possible.
“You see grocery shelves increasingly dedicated to fresh-pack
pickles where the cucumbers are taken directly off the farm to be
processed and jarred,” Caraway says. “We like to say we can go
from field to jar in two days. We want to work with as many Alabama growers as we can. We’re looking for jalapenos, okra and
cucumbers in a range of sizes. The farmer needs to be willing to
accommodate these size challenges. It’s something we’re working
on.”
Magnolia Vegetable Processors so far has invested about $6
million in the Brundidge building. Caraway says the new facility employs 30 people and that he expects future growth. “We’re
already seeing positive economic ripple effects on the local community,” he says.
Last year, Magnolia Vegetable Processors earned its Safe Quality Food Level Two facility designation. The Safe Quality Food
program is a global food safety initiative, which manages risks to
ensure safe products in the food industry.
In addition to fresh produce, Magnolia Vegetable Processors
also obtains brine stock cucumbers — cucumbers preserved for
weeks or months in saltwater after they’re picked — from Georgia, Ohio, North Carolina and Michigan. Once these cucumbers
reach the building, they go into a special brine solution with flavoring and spices to create the final jars of pickles or relish.
Wickles Pickles’ offerings include the original recipe and Dirty
Dill pickles. Both have heat on the back end, with sweetness and
vinegar tang. “We recently had an owners’ meeting and sampled
some of the new products,” Caraway says. “I’d say we enjoyed
them all.”
The product line includes 10 varieties that are sold in most
major supermarket chains across the country. Caraway, who
has worked in the mayonnaise, sauces and dressing industry for
over 30 years, says Wickles Pickles’ move back to Alabama will
make it easier for the partners to develop new products in small
batches before unveiling them to the public.
He likens Wickles Pickles’ emphasis on quality and creativity
to the craft beer market, where product innovation and entrepreneurship are changing the way consumers perceive and partake of an age-old product. “We’re seeing more and more niche
products brought to market,” Caraway says. “The larger guys are
following the smaller guys. You see it on grocery shelves. Fresh is
a fast-growing part of the market, and freshness is something we
do very well.”
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Come and meet the 2019 Brundidge queens!

parade entry form
Fill out and return to BBA, P.O. Box 251, Brundidge, AL 36010

name:
Address:
type of unit:

Phone:
size:

Deadline is June 22 | For more information, call 334-735-2306 or 334-556-2294
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SAEC AWARDS SCHOLARSHIPS
TO LOCAL STUDENTS
For over 20 years, South Alabama Electric Cooperative has helped support our community by presenting $1,000 Electric
Cooperative Foundation Scholarships to deserving high school seniors planning to attend an accredited four-year college, a junior
college, a technical school or vocational school.
This year, SAEC selected 20 deserving seniors who were awarded scholarships to give them a head start on their college careers.
Scholarships aren’t the only way SAEC gives back to our community. To learn more, visit our website at southaec.com/
community-involvement. If you would like to apply for next year’s Electric Cooperative Foundation Scholarship, watch for more
information later this year in your Alabama Living Magazine and on our website.

A'Lexus Lillian Caldwell
Luverne High School

Aleyah Quinesha Daniels
Goshen High School

Allison Grace Dubose
Charles Henderson High School

Amaber TaCara Burden
Charles Henderson High School

Chelsea Sierra Lewis
Crenshaw Christian Academy

Christopher Greyson Layton
Brantley High School

Collin Brooks Williamson
Brantley High School

Dekovyon Darnell Oliver
Luverne High School
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Hailey Nichole Grant
Zion Chapel High School

Harleigh Nicole Taylor
Highland Home High School

Ja'Nayriah Layshandia Lampley
Pike County High School

Jacob Alexander Watts
Highland Home High School

Jared Andrew Fuller
Crenshaw Christian Academy

Kerry Lynn Hussey
Zion Chapel High School

Kyeontre' Naveon Scott
Pike County High School

Mallory Ashton Clifton
Pike Liberal Arts

Max Copeland
Pike Liberal Arts

Michaela Grace Redmon
Goshen High School

Sydney Shyanne Allen
Zion Chapel High School

Willow Rose Johnson
Zion Chapel High School

CONGRATULATIONS SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS &
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