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COVID-19 has affected many of our lives,
and while it has been a struggle, it has
also showed us what's important in life.
Many have stepped up to help their
neighbors during this time, including
members of Mt. Zion Baptist Church.
See column, Page 4.
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The simple life
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Each year, the Fourth of July gives us a
chance to celebrate our country’s independence from Great Britain. But did you know
that Independence Day could have been two
days earlier? While the Continental Congress
formally adopted the Declaration of Independence on July 4, the vote to pass it actually
took place on July 2.
In fact, our second president, John Adams,
celebrated the nation’s independence on July
2, even though July 4 would ultimately be an
important date for him. Both Adams and our
third president, Thomas Jefferson, died on
July 4, 1826, meaning that two of this country’s Founding Fathers died on the nation’s
50th birthday. Save that for your next trivia
night.
The declaration that Jefferson drafted forever enshrined the American ideals that all
men are “endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”
But the simple act of passing this document
didn’t guarantee those rights to our citizens.
We had to fight for our independence as a
country, and we have been fighting ever since
to maintain those freedoms.
Over the past few months, our country has
been in a different kind of fight with the coronavirus. Those of you who read last month’s

column know I believe that if we refuse to
give in, we will defeat this virus. I also believe
that the inalienable rights Jefferson laid
out are exposed like never before. We must
always honor and protect our rights to life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
While there are many ways in which this
new fight is no different from others in our
country’s history, one key difference is how it
requires us to stay home rather than face the
adversary head-on. That has been a challenge
for all of us. But lately, I have noticed one
positive side effect that has come out of this
pandemic: Everywhere I look, I see people in
our community getting back to a slower and
simpler lifestyle.

Cutting through the overgrowth
Over the past 27 years, I have driven the
same route to work every day. Along the way,
I pass a field owned by Tim Sanders. Mr.
Sanders is a farmer, but you could be forgiven
for not knowing that based on a drive past
his property. For as long as I can remember,
there has been a thick layer of overgrown
vegetation between his field and the road that
makes it difficult to see anything at all.
At least, that was the case until the last few
months. This year, Mr. Sanders cleared away
An old farm house
shows how much
simpler life used to be.
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that vegetation, revealing not only his field
but also a beautiful old home. In all the years
I had driven past his property, I never suspected something like that was hidden away
from view.
I don’t know about you, but I think that is a
perfect metaphor for life. So often we can get
caught up in the overgrowth of our day-today lives. We forget to trim back our work or
petty arguments so that we can better enjoy
the simple things in life. I don’t think that
now-visible house has ever had electricity.
And I’m sure that many of you probably have
dens in your homes larger than this entire
house. But to me, it represents a simpler time.
With most of us staying home more, we
have been forced to clear away some of the
overgrowth in our own lives and get back to
what matters most. I think many of us are
now more in touch with the kinds of simple
pleasures that my granddaddy always appreciated.
Raif Wilson enjoyed the little things and
taught me to do the same. I can remember
the fondness he had for baiting up a fishing
pole on the Pea River and taking his grandsons out to catch redhorse suckerfish. I wonder how many of our members today even
know what a redhorse sucker looks like or
how tasty it can be when prepared correctly.
In many cases, my grandaddy even preferred his simple pleasures to grand ones.
Once, in the early 1970s, while my dad was
stationed in Germany, my grandparents
left their home in Coffee County to visit us.
During their trip, we made our way to Paris
and the renowned Louvre Museum, where
my granddaddy decided to have a rest on a
bench. The rest of us made our way through
the museum until we came to Leonardo da
Vinci’s famous painting of the Mona Lisa, at
which point my grandmother sent me to find
my granddaddy so he could see it.
Alabama Living
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When I made it to the main entrance, I found him laid
out on the bench, fast asleep with his hat over his eyes. I
fetched him, but when we returned I could tell he wasn’t
especially awestruck by the painting. You see, for him, the
trip was simply about seeing his daughter and her family.
Too bad, Mona Lisa.
Sometimes I think I’ve lost that connection to the simple life and the everyday wonders of home and family. But
over recent months, with fewer distractions to draw my
attention away, I have gained a renewed appreciation for
those unassuming pleasures. If there is one thing the coronavirus has made me most thankful for, it’s that.

A tree fell on Mike and Brenda Davis’
home during an April storm.

Getting back to what matters
From what I can tell, that return to simplicity has also
had a positive impact on how we treat each other. Nowhere
has this been more apparent than the way our community responded to the storms that hit our area in April.
While large-scale outages often lead to frustration and
impatience, our members were largely understanding and
appreciative of the work our linemen did.
I personally received a very kind letter from Billy
Young, who is the son of a former SAEC board member.
He expressed his appreciation for the work we do and how
everyone at the cooperative has carried on the mission
people like his father started. “Most younger folks don’t
seem to understand and appreciate the improvements that
have been made in our society,” Mr. Young wrote. “I appreciate your service — the dedication and guidance you have
demonstrated while working with SAEC and especially as
general manager.”
We have also seen people throughout our community
make more time for each other. In the aftermath of the
April storm, many of our members sustained damage to
their property. The youth group and other members of Mt.
Zion Baptist Church stepped up to help Mike and Brenda
Davis clean up their property. To me, these are all indications that people are taking more time to appreciate what
is most important in their lives.
In this magazine, you can learn more about how SAEC
showed its appreciation for the work our linemen do every
day but especially in the wake of major storms. Our annual
Lineman Appreciation Breakfast is just a small way we are
able to thank them for the sacrifices they make on a daily
basis to help their neighbors have the electric service they
need.
With hurricane season just beginning, there is sure
to be plenty of work still ahead for our linemen. But it is
also important for all of our members to make their own
preparations. With that in mind, you can find some guidelines and tips to help keep you and your loved ones safe
before, during and after a major storm.
I truly believe that God put us here to serve our neighbors. It is a blessing to be able to work at a cooperative
where that is our mission each day. I hope all of you have
time to enjoy the wonder our Creator has given us this July
and to clear out some of the overgrowth in your own lives.
It’s the best way to enjoy the simple pleasures of life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness. Until next time, be well, and
God bless the United States of America. n
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The youth group and other members of
Mt. Zion Baptist Church stepped up to
help Mike and Brenda Davis clean up their
property following a storm in April.

Storms in April hit our service territory hard,
but it also allowed us to see the people of our
community step up to help their neighbor.

www.alabamaliving.coop

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR

HURRICANE SEASON?
With the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration predicting a “busy” hurricane season in 2020,
it is more important than ever to prepare for the possibility of damaging storms. South Alabama Electric
Cooperative encourages all of our members to take precautions before, during and after a storm.

BEFORE THE STORM

DURING THE STORM

AFTER THE STORM

• Use storm shutters or board up
windows to protect homes from
high winds and debris.
• Secure or store loose yard items
like patio furniture or garbage
cans.
• Clear gutters to prevent unnecessary flooding.
• Purchase flood insurance, since
regular home insurance often
does not cover flood hazards.
• Keep important documents
updated, like insurance information, in case they are needed for
emergency response.
• In case an evacuation is needed,
make sure vehicles have full
tanks of gas and are operating
properly.
• Download the SAEC
• Connect mobile app to get the
latest outage information.

• Take refuge in a designated
storm shelter or an interior
room, and always stay indoors.
• Use flashlights, not candles,
during any power outages.
• Stay away from floodwaters,
since they may contain sewage
or dangerous animals like poisonous snakes.
• Only use generators if they are
outside and away from windows.

• Avoid downed power lines, since
they could still be energized.
• Use protective gear like gloves
during any cleanup.
• If evacuated, monitor reports to
ensure it is safe to return home.
• Document any property damage
with photos. Contact your
insurance company if damage
has occurred.
• Let family and friends know you
are safe.

THE ESSENTIALS

Storms can strike suddenly, causing severe damage to infrastructure, especially utilities and roadways.
Members should consider creating supply kits sufficient to last until services are restored or repairs made.
Emergency supplies should include the following:
• Water — 1 gallon of water per
person per day for a minimum
of three days
• Nonperishable foods
• First-aid kit — including any
necessary medications

Alabama Living

• Personal sanitation items like
moist towelettes
• Garbage bags
• Whistle to signal for help if
needed
• Manual can opener

• Wrench or pliers to turn off
utilities if needed
• Cellphones and chargers
• Copies of important personal
documents stored in waterproof
bags or in a safe deposit box
away from flood-prone areas
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SAEC hosted a breakfast for its linemen
to celebrate Lineman Appreciation Day.

SAEC hosts
Lineman
Appreciation
breakfast
Being a lineman isn’t for everyone. Often, they
are called away from friends and family to work
long days and nights in difficult conditions. They
might be asked to ignore storm damage on their
own property for days while they restore power for
neighbors they may have never met.
“It’s not an easy job. But every one of our linemen knows what they signed up for and is willing
to make sacrifices for our members,” says Ronald
Wade, manager of engineering and operations for
South Alabama Electric Cooperative. “It really is a
calling.”
As a result, linemen tend to share a level of dedication to the job and develop tight bonds with one
another while working long hours together. Being
able to trust the other members of their team and
having an understanding of each person’s strengths
and weaknesses is crucial when working with
potentially dangerous electrical equipment.
The camaraderie among SAEC’s linemen was
apparent on the afternoon of June 1 and the morning of June 2, as the cooperative hosted its Lineman
Appreciation event and annual breakfast. The events
were put on in association with Alabama’s Lineman
Appreciation Day, established in 2014 by state legislators.
SAEC hosted the events at its Troy office as a way
of giving back and saying thank you for the essential
work that linemen do to provide affordable and reliable electricity for its members. Cooperative leaders
also attended to express their gratitude in person.
“Most people probably don’t think about the work
linemen do until the lights go out. But the truth is
they work tirelessly all year long so those moments
of darkness are few and far between,” General Manager David Bailey says. “This was just one small way
for us to let our linemen know we appreciate all
their hard work.” n
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SAEC linemen and employees enjoy
breakfast provided by the cooperative
on Lineman Appreciation Day.

SAEC General Manager David Bailey thanks
the SAEC linemen for their efforts in always
answering the call to serve the membership.
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From the mayor, city council, Brundidge Business
Association and the people of Brundidge
Carrie Little Carroll, certified registered nurse
practitioner, has joined Dr. Charles Linguiti’s clinic at
664 Veterans Blvd. in Brundidge, Alabama.
Carroll has six years of experience in emergency
medicine, oncology and intensive care. She is a
recent graduate of the Auburn University Master of
Science in Nursing Program.

Carrie Little
Carroll – CRNP

Carroll lives in Brundidge with her husband, Justin,
and their daughter, Madison. She is accepting new
patients and can be reached at 334-536-1001.

Willie James Wright III, who goes by Trey, joined the
City of Brundidge as assistant city manager.
Wright is a graduate of Jefferson Davis High School
in Montgomery. He earned a bachelor’s degree
in physical education and a master’s degree in
educational leadership at Troy University.
Wright has been in the Brundidge community for
more than 10 years. He has served as assistant
principal and as principal of Pike County High School,
Willie James Wright
a position he has held for nine years. His delight in
III (Trey) – Assistant
life is spending time with his daughter, Skylar.

City Manager
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Pay on your
schedule
with

PREPAY
BILLING

Try prepay billing
today to:
At South Alabama Electric
Cooperative, we know no two
members are the same. Each of
you has your own way of planning
ahead, your own strategy for setting
a budget and your own approach to
managing your expenses.
That’s why SAEC offers a variety
of billing options to fit everyone’s
lifestyle. For members who prefer
the regularity of a monthly payment,
traditional billing methods provide
familiarity. But for members who
are looking for flexibility and
control, prepay billing is the answer.
You can think of prepay like
filling your car with gas. Rather
than worry about deposits, late fees
and disconnect fees that can come
with traditional billing, prepay lets
you “fill up the tank” ahead of time
and track usage so you know when
you’re running low.
For most members, prepay
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billing also adds up to savings. By
setting up text and email alerts
to notify them about their daily
balance, members can gain a better
understanding of how their day-today habits impact their usage.
If you forget to add money to
your account, SAEC will even send
you a notification to let you know
when your remaining balance drops
below $20. So you never have to
worry about unexpectedly hitting
zero.
The prepay system is also
automated, saving members the
time and associated fees of calling
the office to ask someone to
disconnect or reconnect service.
If your balance drops to zero, the
system will wait 24 hours before
disconnecting service. Reconnecting
service is as easy as paying
the necessary funds into your
account. n

§ Save money by learning
about your usage habits.
§ Receive daily balance
notifications.
§ Stop end-of-month billing
surprises.
§ Avoid deposits, late fees
and disconnect fees.
§ Make payments when you
want, in the amount you
want.

Join the hundreds of
members who have
already signed up or
learn more by calling
800-556-2060 today!
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