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ON THE COVER: McGwire Stanley, a

junior at Goshen High School, uses a
simulator at the First in Flight Academy.
First in Flight is one of nine academies
in Pike County where students can earn
an associate degree while still in high
school. See story, Page 6.
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As we begin another new year, I find myself
wishing someone could answer a question
that haunts me more each time the holidays
wrap up: How is it that time seems to move
by so much faster the older I get? I feel like I
could blink and it will be 2020.
Unfortunately, we start 2019 on a somber
note. The hearts of everyone in our South
Alabama Electric Cooperative family are saddened by the passing late last year of District
4 Trustee Ben Norman. It was a privilege to
have him on the SAEC board for the last 18
years, and he will be sorely missed.
Mr. Norman was always a strong advocate
for the cooperative, and he represented his
district and the whole membership very well.
Some of you may know that he was also an
accomplished writer, having written numerous articles for outdoor magazines.
On a personal level, I always enjoyed sharing stories of deer hunting with Mr. Norman
as a fellow outdoorsman. Before one of my
bow hunting expeditions in southern Illinois,
he told me that if I killed a deer worthy of the
Boone and Crockett record book he could
write a feature story about it that would make
me sound like the greatest deer hunter who
ever lived. I have no doubt that he would have
been able to hold up his end of the bargain if I
had lived up to mine.
So as we start out this new year, I would ask
that each of you please remember the service
of Mr. Norman to this community. And please
keep his family in your prayers as they mourn
the loss of a great husband, father and friend.
For the cooperative as a whole, January also
tends to be a time for recovery. We’re beginning to come out of two months of wonderful holiday food and more time spent indoors

with friends and family. Now, we look ahead
to a fresh new year ahead of us.
I, for one, have never been much for New
Year’s resolutions. More often than not, they
turn out to be a letdown. But if you’re looking
to scale back this year, I encourage all of our
members to take a close look at their power
usage.
Historically, January is the coldest month
on our calendar. As a result, it also sees the
highest energy bills of the year for many
members. Last year proved to be an exception to that rule, as cold temperatures stuck
around even longer and created more highbill months for SAEC members.
But it is possible to stay comfortable this
winter without breaking the bank. If you need
some ideas, check out the winter energy tips
in this magazine. Speaking for myself, I know
that scaling back my electric usage is probably
a much more attainable resolution than scaling back my waistline.
In this issue, you can also read the second
part of our series on the Pike County Schools
Academic Academy. This month’s story
focuses on the First in Flight program, which
gives high school students the opportunity to
earn their pilot’s license to pursue a career in
aviation. I hope you’ll take a few minutes to
learn about this impressive program that is
setting an example for other school systems in
our state.
Finally, I hope that this year is a blessing to
you, your family and our entire cooperative
as SAEC continues to pursue new avenues to
better serve our members. And seriously, if
anyone finds an answer to why time moves so
quickly, please let me know. n

Happy New Year!

Our offices will be closed on New Year’s Day so our employees
can spend time with their families. But don’t worry, we will
still be available to respond to any outages that may occur.
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Contact Information

WAYS TO KEEP
YOUR HOME
WARM THIS
WINTER

For most people, cold winter temperatures mean spending more time
indoors and heating systems working overtime. If the members of your
household are not keeping a close eye on energy usage, those winter
electric costs can add up quickly.
Staying warm doesn’t have to burn up your wallet, though. Try taking
a few of these simple steps around your home or business to keep your
energy usage under control without sacrificing comfort.

1

If you’re feeling chilly,
keep a sweater or blanket
nearby rather than turning
the heat up. Wearing longsleeved clothing and warm
pants is an easy way to
stay comfortable without
adding to your energy bill.

3

2

A fireplace can be a great
way to naturally heat your
home during the winter. When
the fire isn’t burning, on the
other hand, be sure to keep
the damper closed so cold air
can’t enter.

56

The sun only feels like it
disappears during colder
months, so you can still use it to
your advantage. Keep windows
that get direct sunlight open during
the day to naturally warm your home.
For windows that don’t get sunlight,
keep curtains or blinds closed to keep
as much heat in as possible.

4

Check to make sure your
home is properly insulated.
Outdated insulation means
your home could be losing
warm air faster and letting
in more cold air, giving your
heating system extra work.

If your home uses an electric water heater, keep it and pipes
that run through open spaces wrapped. This way, your water
heater will run less often and save on your electric bill.

7
8

Change your air filters monthly. A clogged filter
makes your heater less efficient, meaning it has to
work harder — and use more energy — to keep your
home at the same temperature.

Make sure windows and doors are sealed and have proper
weatherstripping. Plugging these small leaks ensures the heat in your
home stays put.
Take advantage of the
free South Alabama
Installing a programmable
Electric Cooperative
thermostat takes the
app. You’ll be able to
guesswork out of finding the
track your usage across
right temperature balance in
a given day, week or
your home. It also lets you set the
month, showing you a
temperature to automatically lower
clear picture of when your home
when you aren’t at home, saving you
uses the most energy and when it
money on unnecessary heating.
uses the least.
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Mailing address
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081
Phone
334-566-2060
800-556-2060
Website
www.southaec.com
Find us here:

Tf
Payment Options
SAEC App
Available from the App Store and
Google Play
BY MAIL
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081
WEBSITE
www.southaec.com
PHONE PAYMENTS
877-566-0611, credit cards accepted
NIGHT DEPOSITORY
Available at our Highway 231 office,
day or night
PAYMENT POINTS
Regions Bank - Troy branch
Troy Bank and Trust - all branch locations
1st National Bank of Brundidge and Troy
First Citizens - Luverne branch
Banks Buy Rite - Banks
Country 1 Stop - Honoraville
IN PERSON
13192 U.S. 231, Troy, AL 36081
Office Hours: Monday-Friday,
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Questions?
For questions concerning Capital Credits,
contact: capital.credits@southaec.com
For questions concerning Billing, contact:
billing@southaec.com
For questions concerning Construction,
contact: construction@southaec.com
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Sky’s the limit

PIKE COUNTY SCHOOLS HELPS STUDENTS TAKE FLIGHT
From her very first flight, Nikki Hughes saw how being a pilot
changes your perspective on the world. In May of her junior year
of high school, almost two years into the First in Flight Academy,
she and her classmates got their first airtime in what is known as
a discovery flight.
“The instructor would take off and tell us to stay on the controls so we could feel what it’s like. Once we got in the air, he’d say
‘OK, take me to your house,’” says Hughes. “It was very interesting because everything in Troy looks a lot different from above.”
For the rest of that summer, Hughes flew almost every day. She
learned how to navigate by sight, to use all the instruments in the
plane’s cockpit and to communicate with air traffic control towers. It’s all part of the Pike County Schools First in Flight Academy, one of nine dual-enrollment programs offered by the school
system.
The First in Flight Academy was a response four years ago to
a shortage of pilots in the local aviation industry. Trojan Aviation had already partnered with Troy University to introduce
flight training at the college level, and leaders in the Pike County
school system saw value in a similar program for high school students.
“The goal was twofold. The first part was to introduce aviation
to a new generation of pilots in a way that engages students who
want to fly,” says Jeff McClure, director of dual-enrollment acad6 JANUARY 2019

Nikki Hughes is a graduate of the First in Flight Academy in Pike
County. She is now majoring in aerospace engineering at the
University of Alabama in Huntsville.

emy programs for Pike County Schools. “The other motivation
was to address this shortage and fill a viable need in the flight
industry.”

Kicking the tires

The aviation academy gives students the chance to earn their
pilot’s license and an associate degree in leadership at no cost to
them. Interested students start the program in their 10th-grade
year, but the school system plants the seeds for the academy
much earlier.
www.alabamaliving.coop

McGwire Stanley and other First in Flight
students use flight simulators at the
Center for Advanced Academics in Troy
to learn the skills a pilot needs.

Pike County schools begin fostering students’ interest in science, technology, engineering and math as early as fifth grade. As
part of the county’s STEM program, students have the chance to
visit the National Flight Academy in Pensacola.
“That trip isn’t all about flight. The purpose of it is STEM, but
it’s those subjects wrapped in an aviation package,” says McClure.
“Many students begin to develop a strong interest in flight, so in
the fifth grade they’re thinking they want to be pilots.”
Once that seed has been planted and has had time to grow,
the schools introduce students to their academy options in ninth
grade. When Hughes first learned about the aviation program
as a student at Goshen High School, she thought it combined a
subject she was already interested in with the next-level challenge
she sought.
“I was getting bored in my regular classes. Sometimes I would
sit in class and read a book,” Hugh says. “I needed a challenge,
and this was something I wanted to go into anyway.”
While many students are excited about the prospect of learning to fly, McClure believes it’s important to let them know how
challenging the process is and the limitations they may face.
“Sometimes we don’t allow a student to continue with flight
training if either we or the instructors believe there might be a
danger,” he says. “If someone has slow reaction times, it’s simply
not safe to put them in a cockpit.”
The school also makes sure students understand that use of
mood-altering medications means they won’t pass an FAA physical exam, while using corrective lenses will prevent them from
flying in the military. However, those students can still learn how
flight works and substitute additional classes for flight time to
earn their associate degree.

Final approach

The aviation academy breaks down into two main parts: traditional coursework and flight training. The former takes up much
of students’ sophomore and junior years, but instructors still find
ways to make the theory and mechanics of flight engaging.
In the summer between their junior and senior years, Hughes
Alabama Living

Students learn how to use navigation
equipment at the First in Flight Academy.

and her classmates spent a week at the National Flight Academy
in Pensacola. They learned how to fly a range of military planes
in a simulator and visited the nearby National Naval Aviation
Museum for classes.
“We actually got to talk to people who flew. It really helped
our motivation that we were doing something with aviation even
though we couldn’t actually fly yet,” Hughes says.
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Completion of both ground school and flight training requires
students to pass an FAA exam, but the latter often demands that
students make time on weekends to work with their instructors.
“We have time scheduled for that during the week. But when
you have bad weather, you can’t fly. They have to be flexible,”
McClure says. “That one word probably encapsulates all the academies: flexibility. If we’re not flexible, it’s just not going to work.”
Students continue the academy programs from their
10th-grade year until graduation. That can be a long time to
manage an extra course load, but the school system found it
works far better than cramming the courses into two years.
“When we began, we tried a two-year option, but squeezing
60-plus college hours into two years is a tall order,” McClure says.
“We decided any new associate degree programs had to be threeyear programs.”

New heights

With the excitement of flight — not to mention getting a free
associate degree and pilot’s license that would otherwise cost
about $65,000 — it may come as a surprise that First in Flight is
Pike County Schools’ smallest academy. That’s due in large part
to the difficulty of the program.

“Once we sit down and talk, some folks get intimidated. Maybe
they’ve learned from others that it’s not easy and they’re afraid
they’ll fail,” says McClure. “And the reality is that it is hard. But
you have the chance to join a fraternity of people who can do
something few have done.”
For Hughes, who aims to become a civilian contractor doing
drone work for the military, the knowledge she gained from the
aviation academy has also proven invaluable. Now studying aerospace engineering at the University of Alabama in Huntsville, her
firsthand experience of flight gives her a leg up in some of her
most challenging classes.
“Having my pilot’s license, I feel like some of the stuff we’re
talking about makes more sense because I know how it would
actually go into effect when you’re flying a plane,” she says.
The academy has also given Hughes a new perspective. Not
only has earning an associate degree in leadership helped her
overcome her shyness, but it has also given her more confidence
that she can articulate her ideas to others.
“I think that’s especially important now that I’m one of the
only girls in the engineering department at UAH,” she says. “It
can be hard to get people to listen to you if you’re really shy, so
just having the courage to express my ideas means everything.” n

First in Flight students can use flight
simulators to artificially create flight
environments that help better prepare
them to be a pilot.
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SAEC lineman Jay Adair
works to repair a power
line at Talquin Electric
Cooperative in Florida.

SAEC crews help
neighboring co-ops
after Hurricane Michael
In the days leading up to Hurricane Michael, South Alabama
Electric Cooperative prepared for the worst. Coordinating with
the Alabama Rural Electric Association, the cooperative made
plans for where it would get extra recovery help if needed.
Fortunately, SAEC was spared the worst Hurricane Michael had
to offer. Linemen began working on the afternoon of Oct. 10, and
repairs were largely complete by midnight.
The focus then shifted to helping neighboring cooperatives that
weathered the full force of the storm. A 12-man team consisting of
two construction crews and two bucket trucks pitched in for Pea
River Electric Cooperative from Oct. 11-13. As soon as work was
completed, that same team went to help Wiregrass Electric Cooperative from Oct. 14-18.
“Because they had so much infrastructure damage, our crews
would be assigned to repair a substation and then make repairs or
replace poles and wire all the way down the line,” says Mike Chirico, SAEC system engineer.
At the end of the month, a two-man team including Chirico
visited West Florida Electric Cooperative to assist in late-stage
repairs, while another four-man crew helped Gulf Coast Electric
from Nov. 2-7.
Even though the storm had struck nearly a month earlier, its
impact was still visible when they arrived in Florida. “All the damage was still there,” Chirico says. “All the cable and salvage materials were still on the side of the road because they were focused on
getting the power on, not cleaning up.”
Alabama Living

Taylor Lord, Jeremy Davis, Corey Dunsieth, Dylan Mobley and Corey
King were a few of the SAEC linemen who went to help neighboring
cooperatives following Hurricane Michael.

With most large-scale infrastructure repairs done, SAEC
assisted with more time-consuming fixes affecting fewer members.
Despite the fact that many of the people had gone weeks without
power, Chirico says each person they met was appreciative.
“One guy gave me a sign that said ‘Please be careful. Thank you
for your help,’” he says. “He left a 12-pack of Gatorade for the crew
because that’s all he had.”
As a cooperative, SAEC is always ready to help its fellow utilities, knowing that one day it could be the cooperative in need of
assistance. But Andy Kimbro, manager of member services, says
it’s also just what you do when a neighbor needs help.
“It’s a family. That’s why we love the co-op,” he says. “It’s just
what you would do for your brother or your sister. Whether it’s Pea
River, Wiregrass or other utilities outside the PowerSouth system,
we consider them kinfolks.” n
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