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ON THE COVER: Brantley native Alex 
Wilcox showed strength in her battle 
with ovarian cancer. Read about 
how her talent on the softball field 
and strength off the field left an 
impression on her friends and family. 
See story, Page 6. PHOTO CONTRIBUTED 
BY KELLY DONOHO/ MSU ATHLETIC 
COMMUNICATIONS
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When Thanksgiving rolls around, it’s tradi-
tional to spend some time thinking about what 
we’re grateful for and the many blessings we 
have. For my part, I’m always thankful for my 
lord and savior Jesus Christ and the privilege 
to live in a country where I can worship freely.

As the general manager of a cooperative, 
I’m thankful for all the wonderful people who 
work at South Alabama Electric Cooperative. 
Being a co-op employee isn’t quite like any 
other job. They work hard every day, not just 
for themselves but also to better serve you, the 
members. I am also thankful for my wonderful 
family.

I’m sure all of us are thankful to have made 
it through another hurricane season without 
any major damage. We suffered minimal dam-
age during Hurricane Michael and our line-
men and employees did a great job of restoring 
our outages in a timely manner. As you have 
probably seen, some of our neighbors were not 
as fortunate but we were more than happy to 
go and help our fellow cooperatives. 

The damage Hurricane Florence did in 
the Carolinas was significant and so was the 
damage in Florida and Alabama from Hur-
ricane Michael. It has been many years since 
our system has faced damage from a storm 
of the severity Florence and Michael had, but 
we know it will eventually be our turn. I have 
confidence that when that time comes, our 
employees and fellow cooperatives will step up 
to ensure you aren’t without electric service for 
long.

For those times when the lights do go out, 
I would like to encourage all of you to down-
load the SAEC app. It’s a free and powerful tool 
that can notify you of power outages, show 
you where they are and help you find the right 
number to call to report an outage. 

To help you control your energy bills, the 
app monitors your electric usage. You can even 
set notifications so you never miss a bill pay-
ment, or you can pay your bill quickly and eas-
ily straight from the app.

I’m also thankful for another success-

ful annual meeting, which was at the end of 
last month. One of the defining features of a 
cooperative is your ability to take part in the 
business of your utility and to decide who rep-
resents your interests. I want to thank every-
one who came out to make their voice heard 
and who took part in our trustee election.

One of the highlights of the meeting was a 
speech given by youth tour participant Max 
Copeland. If you heard him speak, you know 
why SAEC is so excited to be able to sup-
port the youth in our local communities and 
schools.

Max represented the cooperative on the 
Washington Youth Tour this summer and, 
while there, he was also selected to return 
for a second tour as the Alabama representa-
tive on the Youth Leadership Council. At that 
time, one council delegate will be chosen as 
the spokesperson for the council at both the 
national and regional NRECA annual meet-
ings. We’re proud to have Max representing 
our area, and we wish him luck. You can read 
in this issue of Alabama Living about how to 
apply to this year’s Youth Tour on page 51.

In this month’s magazine, you can read 
about another inspiring young person, one 
who was taken from us too soon. Alex Wilcox 
lost her battle with cancer earlier this year, but 
it is humbling to me to see how God was able 
to use her life to impact so many people in so 
short a time.

Her story reached across her community 
and even the nation, serving as a beacon to 
others and an example of how to face adver-
sity with courage and grace. Our hearts and 
prayers go out to her family and friends.

Finally, I hope you’ll all take a few moments 
this month to reflect on the things you’re most 
thankful for in your own lives, whether it’s a 
loving family, good friends or the freedoms we 
enjoy each day. I know I’m always thankful for 
the opportunity to serve a community as car-
ing and hardworking as ours. Have a happy 
and safe Thanksgiving! 

What I’m 
thankful for
David Bailey, General Manager

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS: We will be closing for the holidays to allow our 
employees time with their families. We will continue to monitor the system 
and be available to respond to any outages that may occur.
 
THANKSGIVING: NOV. 22 AND 23 • CHRISTMAS: DEC. 24-25



 Alex Wilcox remembered for 

her courageous battle 

No One 
Fights Alone

At Mississippi State, fans ring cowbells. They ring cow-
bells in good times and bad, but most of all they ring cow-
bells when they celebrate.

On Sept. 15 at halftime of the Louisiana-Lafayette 
game, 61,000 cowbell-ringing State fans watched as the 
marching band formed the shape of an eight at center-
field, and then the image of Alex Wilcox appeared on the 
Jumbotron at Davis Wade Stadium.

The crowd heard the voice of the 18-year-old Alabama 
native, who talked about her journey and battle with 
ovarian cancer. A prized recruit for the Bulldogs’ softball 
team, she courageously played while battling cancer. That 
battle, however, ended last June, days before she turned 19 
and just after her freshman year of college.

When the video finished, her family and teammates 
who were standing on the field uncovered a frame that 
housed her No. 8 Mississippi State jersey. Then, cowbells 
rang. They rang loud in honor of their fellow Bulldog, 
who embodied everything a fan wants in one of their ath-
letes.  

She was the first female Mississippi State athlete to have 
her jersey retired.

Born with a passion
Alex Wilcox was born and raised in Brantley. She loved 

being creative. She liked to draw, write, sing and dance. 
“She was laid back and kind of artsy,” says her mother, 
LeAnn Wilcox. “Growing up, she was just a happy-go-
lucky kid.”

And she loved sports.
“When she was about 5 years old, I knew she had a pas-

sion for ball,” her father, Shaun Wilcox, says. “She would 
come in from day care and say, ‘Daddy I love you. Let’s go 
hit.’ From day one, she loved it.”

Alex Wilcox grew up to be a star at Brantley High 
School. She played three sports: volleyball, basketball and 

softball. She won five state championships in her time 
playing for the Brantley Bulldogs, two in basketball and 
three in softball.

She loved all sports, including tennis and golf. But her 
true love was softball. She began playing when she was 9 
years old. She eventually joined the Birmingham Thun-
derbolts, one of the premier travel ball programs in the 
country.

O’Neil Roberson met Wilcox when they were 11 years 
old, and they became best friends. They played for the 
Thunderbolts and eventually became teammates and 
roommates at Mississippi State.

“I knew her from the softball world because she was 
so good,” Roberson says. “She was way bigger and taller 
than everyone. So when she walked in the park, everyone 
stopped and looked at her. She was almost intimidating 
just by looking at her. But after the game, we found out 
she was the sweetest person and couldn’t hurt a fly.”

Wilcox was a hard-throwing pitcher who also had great 
control and movement. And she could hit home runs.

“She was one of the top hitters in the country, and she 
was one of the best pitchers in the country,” says O’Neil’s 
father, Jay Roberson, who coached the Thunderbolts. 
“And then off the field, she was one of the best kids I’ve 
ever met.”

A star is born
Being on the Thunderbolts allowed her to play in tour-

naments across the country and against some of the top 
players. During two tournaments in the fall of 2013, Alex 
Wilcox excelled against some of the top Division I pros-
pects in the country. More than 20 coaches lined up after 
the game to learn more about her.

She received more than 30 scholarship offers, but 
Auburn University and Mississippi State University stood 
out above the rest.
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Alex Wilcox's Mississippi State teammates 
hold a No One Fights Alone flag during 
her jersey retirement ceremony.

She grew up an Auburn fan, and during her official visit 
for the 2013 Iron Bowl, she received the offer. It was a dream 
come true for her family, but they could tell her heart was 
not in Auburn.

“About two weeks later I texted her and told her we needed 
to start making a decision because we don’t want to lose an 
offer,” Shaun Wilcox says. “She sent me a two-word text, and 
it said ‘Hail State.’”

Mississippi State made her feel at home when she made 
visits for camps, and she loved the head softball coach, Vann 
Stuedeman. Plus her best friend was already committed to 
play for the Bulldogs.

“We basically planned it out,” O’Neil Roberson says. “I 
committed first and then she committed a month later, but 
we had already decided we wanted to play together and be 
roommates.”

After making her decision, Alex Wilcox called every pro-
gram that offered her a scholarship, thanked them for the 
offer and informed them of her decision to attend Missis-
sippi State.

 “She was a program-maker,” Stuedeman says. “If she was 
a baseball player, she would have been drafted out of high 
school, got a signing bonus and been playing in a farm sys-
tem.”

“Cancer picked on the wrong kid”
In 2015, she began to feel sick. She had a cough, and she 

sometimes felt pain. Also, she felt weaker. But she continued 
to play through the symptoms.

“She had lost a lot of weight,” LeAnn Wilcox says. “She 
had been going nonstop for the last year, and we thought it 
was from that. After coming home on a Friday afternoon, 
she finally said she was hurting. We assumed that it was her 
appendix, so we went to the emergency room.”

X-rays and a CT scan found tumors, and she had sur-
gery the day before Christmas. On Christmas Day 2015, she 
received the news she had ovarian cancer.

Over the next two and a half years she had seven surgeries, 
three rounds of chemotherapy and one round of radiation. 
Through it all, she continued to play softball.

“She kept playing because she wanted to,” her mother says. 
“I think it kept her mind focused on something else.”

Shaun Wilcox says continuing to play gave her a sense 
of normalcy. “We’ve only got one life to live, and if we die 
tomorrow, do we want to be feeling sorry for ourselves or out 
there living? I think it kept her alive,” he says.

Alex Wilcox finished her high school sports career strong. 
She was salutatorian and student council president, as well as 
homecoming and prom queen.

She had to give up pitching, and some days the treatment 
left her too sick to play.

Mississippi State softball coach Vann Stuedeman 
uncovers Alex Wilcox’s jersey as LeAnn, Kassidy 
and Shaun Wilcox look on.
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“She would always text me after 
chemo and ask if she could play that 
day,” says Brantley softball coach 
Cindy Hawthorne. “One day I got a 
text from her, and it said, ‘Coach, can 
I play?’ I called her and told her that 
might not be a good idea. She came to 
the game with her arm still taped up 
from the IV and hit a single. Cancer 
picked on the wrong kid.”

No place like home 
From the moment Alex Wilcox was 

diagnosed, she and her family felt sup-
port from all across the country, but 
where she felt some of the most sup-
port was from her hometown of Brant-
ley.

Friends from school, local churches 
and people from all around the com-
munity reached out to show her and 
her family support.

“The support we received from the 
community was unreal,” LeAnn Wil-
cox says. “Everyone in the community 
was extremely supportive and they still 
are. The fact that everyone was there 
when we really needed them was so 
special to us.”

Brantley was a special place to Alex. 
Shaun was raised in Brantley and he 
and LeAnn have lived there since they 
got married in 1993. Alex grew up 
wanting to be a Brantley Bulldog.

“Alex started being a manager for 
me when she was in the fifth grade,” 
Hawthorne says. “She’s been very close 
to our program and my kids for a long 
time. As a coach, you spend a lot of 
time with your players, and Alex was 
one of mine.”

Alex didn’t just grow up and 

become a good player for Brantley, but 
she became a star.

In addition to the state champi-
onships she won, she also racked up 
several honors as a prep star. Her 
freshman season she was named Class 
1A Pitcher of the Year, selected to the 
all-state team and was the state tourna-
ment MVP. She was again selected all-
state her sophomore year along with 
being named Class 1A Player of the 
Year and Hitter of the Year.

“She was one of those players that 
you never had to tell to get after it,” 
Hawthorne says. “She gave you every-
thing she had every time she stepped 
on the field.”

She wasn’t just a star on the softball 
field. She helped the girls basketball 
team to two state championships, and 
when the school started a volleyball 
team she joined and shined there as 
well.

She gave Brantley everything she 
had, and when she needed support 
Brantley returned the favor.

Just a month after her diagnosis, a 
softball clinic was held, and the funds 
went toward helping her and her fam-
ily. The Mississippi State coaching staff 
was approved to come and work the 
clinic, which helped get more partici-
pation.

Her home church, Brantley United 
Methodist, was very supportive, but all 
the local churches in Brantley reached 
out to help as well.

“We felt so much love from the 
entire community,” Shaun Wilcox says.

 College life
Even with the diagnosis and the 

surgeries and chemo, Mississippi State 
honored her scholarship offer.

“That never crossed my mind,” 
Stuedeman says. “My only thought 
was she was going to beat this and then 
she’s going to be a great player for us. 
She was still one of the best players in 
the country. Cancer or not.”

Alex Wilcox enjoyed a memorable 
fall season for the Bulldogs, including 

Alex Wilcox presenting the 2018 Class 1A 
state championship softball trophy to the 
Brantley Bulldogs. 

Alex Wilcox celebrates with her teammates 
after hitting a home run against Southern Miss 
in the fall of 2017. PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY KELLY 
DONOHO/ MSU ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS.

Brantley head softball coach Cindy 
Hawthorne coached Alex Wilcox to 
three state championships in softball. 



a couple of home runs. She was named to the SEC Academic Honor Roll. In 
the regular season that spring, she appeared in eight games. Her first hit came 
against the University of Massachusetts Lowell on March 10. The stands and 
bench erupted.

She also sparked a movement with the “No One Fights Alone” games. Mis-
sissippi State wore teal uniforms to support ovarian cancer awareness during 
every midweek contest. Opposing teams also participated.

Through it all, she never asked to be treated differently. If anything, she 
didn’t like the extra spotlight. She was known as a quiet, shy kid who also 
loved to cut up with her friends and teammates.

Her legacy
Alex Wilcox had a final surgery in April, and when she recovered doctors 

planned another round of treatment. However, her body struggled to recover, 
and cancer spread. She died on June 25, a week before she turned 19.

People from all across the country reached out to support her family.
“Softball is unique because it gives you such a wide friendship base,” LeAnn 

Wilcox says. “She had friends from California to the Carolinas.”
Just three weeks before she died, Alex Wilcox played golf with her dad. On 

May 17, she presented the Class 1A state championship trophy to the Brant-
ley High School softball team, which won the third title in four years. Her 
younger sister Kassidy was on that team.

“We are just so proud at how she handled everything,” Shaun Wilcox says. 
“She was so strong.”

Following her funeral, her family learned Mississippi State wanted to 
honor her. They planned a memorial service at the university chapel and also 
wanted to retire her jersey at halftime of a football game.

Inside the Mississippi State softball team’s locker room is Alex Wilcox’s 
sealed locker, which includes a photo of her. A mural on the wall depicts her 
rounding the bases after a home run last fall.

On Sept. 15, when the Mississippi State football team took the field, run-
ning back Kylin Hill, who also wears No. 8, led the way waving a teal “No One 
Fights Alone” flag.

“She left such a legacy,” says her Mississippi State teammate Carter Spex-
arth. “They say you die when you take your last breath, and the last time peo-
ple say your name. I don’t think people will ever stop saying her name. They 
will never forget her.” 

Contact Information

Mailing address
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081

Phone
334-566-2060
800-556-2060

Website
www.southaec.com

Find us here:

T f
Payment Options

SAEC App 
Available from the App Store and  
Google Play

BY MAIL
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081

WEBSITE
www.southaec.com

PHONE PAYMENTS
877-566-0611, credit cards accepted

NIGHT DEPOSITORY
Available at our Highway 231 office, 
day or night

PAYMENT POINTS
Regions Bank - Troy branch
Troy Bank and Trust - all branch locations
1st National Bank of Brundidge and Troy
First Citizens - Luverne branch
Banks Buy Rite - Banks
Country 1 Stop - Honoraville

IN PERSON
13192 US-231, Troy, AL 36081
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Questions?

For questions concerning Capital Credits, 
contact: capital.credits@southaec.com

For questions concerning Billing, contact:
billing@southaec.com

For questions concerning Construction, 
contact: construction@southaec.com

8 NOVEMBER 2018 www.alabamaliving.coop

Alex Wilcox had a smile that will live in the 
hearts of her friends and family forever.

Alex Wilcox was Homecoming Queen 
her senior year at Brantley High School.



Celebrate the  holidays in

Brundidge       
CATCH THE PARADE
You don’t have to go far to get in the 
Christmas spirit. Visit downtown this 
December for the Annual Christmas 
Parade and City Lighting.

Tuesday, Dec. 4 at 6 p.m.
For more information, call 334-735-2306.
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2019 Rural Electric 
Cooperative Youth Tour

Apply today
WHO CAN APPLY?
If you’re a junior attending a high school in Pike, Coffee or Crenshaw County, or if your parents are members 
of SAEC, you’re eligible to apply for the Youth Tour. 

MONTGOMERY YOUTH TOUR
Ten students will be selected to attend the Montgomery Youth Tour on March 12-14. Students will visit with 
their state representatives, meet students from other cooperatives, visit Dexter Avenue King Memorial Baptist 
Church, hear motivational speakers and learn about rural cooperatives’ role in the history of Alabama.

WASHINGTON YOUTH TOUR
Of the 10 students selected for the Montgomery Youth Tour, two of those students will be selected to attend the 
Youth Tour in Washington, D.C. Those two students will visit their national representatives and meet students 
from across the country. They will also visit monuments and get a firsthand look at our nation’s history.

For applications, visit www.southaec.com or talk to your school guidance counselor.

The application and all supporting documents must be completed and submitted to your school 
guidance counselor or mailed to:
 
South Alabama Electric Cooperative
ATTN: Andy Kimbro
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081
 
Applications must be received no later than 5 p.m. Friday, Jan. 4, 2019. An independent panel of judges 
will select participants from the qualified applicants based on their application and essay. Students will 
be notified by email if they have been selected for the interview stage.

Interviews are Friday, Jan. 11, after which participants for the Montgomery and Washington tours will 
be selected. Students are encouraged to familiarize themselves with SAEC and the cooperative model to 
prepare for their interview.

Based on the interview results, 10 students will be selected to attend the state conference in Montgomery, 
while two will be chosen to represent SAEC at the Washington conference.

Here’s how to apply:


