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Co-ops help build
stronger rural communities
By David Bailey, General Manager SAEC

South Alabama Electric Cooperative is
joining with 30,000 other cooperatives nationwide in October to celebrate National
Cooperative Month, which recognizes the
many ways cooperatives help to build stronger
communities and a stronger economy.
“Cooperatives Build” is the theme for this
year’s celebration, spotlighting the many advantages cooperatives offer to their members
and the communities in which they live and
work.
Nationwide, cooperatives create 2.1 million
jobs and generate more than $650 billion in
sales and other revenue annually.
Our cooperative delivers electricity to more
than 16,500 members in our eight-county
service area.
South Alabama Electric generated more
than $39 million in revenue last year. Revenue
beyond what is required for operating costs
and expenses is returned to members capital
credit account. This member ownership is reinvested to make system improvements that
enhance the quality of life for our members.
The co-op is also a major employer in the
region, with a full time workforce of 52.
Through the taxes it pays, the co-op is a
major contributor to the tax base of local governments, helping to support schools, police
and fire protection and other vital community
infrastructure. It also donates to a number of
local charitable and civic causes every year.
We’re also partnering with the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association in its Coops Vote campaign, a non-partisan program
with one goal: boosting voter turnout.
Just like our members control the co-op
through the democratically elected board of
trustees; elections matter nationwide. The
Co-ops Vote program is about knowing when
elections are, understanding what’s at stake,
and being prepared to make your voice heard.
Who you vote for isn’t nearly as important as
the fact that you do vote.
Elections belong to the people – and they’re
really about ideas. With the full participation
of voters in our community we can guarantee
that those ideas come from us.
It’s about key issues where we work and live
like:

• Making our communities resilient against
natural disasters
• Expanding broadband service and creating economic opportunities
• Ensuring continued access to safe, reliable
and affordable electricity
Not only can one vote make a difference. So
can your cooperative.
We like to talk about ‘the cooperative difference,’ because co-ops offer so many advantages to their members. Because our business
is owned by the people we serve, all of our
efforts are aimed at delivering improved services locally.
Rural America is served by a network of
about 1,000 electric cooperatives, most of
which were formed in the 1930s and 40s to
bring electricity to farms and rural communities that large, investor-owned power companies had no interest in serving because of the
higher costs involved in serving low-population-density areas.
Along with this issue of Alabama Living,
you’re receiving a copy of the cooperative’s
annual report. You’ll find a lot of information
about your cooperative and also see detailed
information about its financial strength as
well. I hope you’ll take a few minutes and look
through the report. We want each of you to be
an informed member.
Put your membership into action by attending your 2016 Annual Membership Meeting
on Tuesday, October 25, at the Pike County
Cattlemen’s Complex located on Highway 231
in Troy, AL.
Please come out and enjoy the food, entertainment and get to know your co-op better! n
David Bailey serves as the general manager
of South Alabama Electric Cooperative. He is a
native of the New Hope Community in Coffee
County and a graduate of Troy University.
He and his wife, Nelda, have two daughters
and one grandson. He is a Certified Public
Accountant and has been with SAEC since
1993.
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South Alabama Electric’s Monthly Operating Report
KWH Sold
33,436,074
Average
Utility Bill
$233.92
Average Use
2,029 kWh

Total
Accounts
Billed
16,478

Consumers
per mile of
line
6.06

Total Miles
of Line
2,717
Information from JULY 2016

Non-Discrimination Statement
South Alabama Electric Cooperative is the recipient of federal financial
assistance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its
Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or
administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based
on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including
gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status,
family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program,
political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in
any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases
apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by
program or incident.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of
communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible
Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)720-2600 (voice and TTY)
or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800)877-8339.
Additionally, program information may be made available in languages
other than English.

Pledge to be a co-op voter
Find key election information
Learn about the issues
Register to vote

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA
Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at
www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office
or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the
information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint
form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to
USDA by:
(1) Mail
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington,
D.C. 20250-9410;
(2)

Fax:

(202) 690-7442; or

(3)

Email: program.intake@usda.gov

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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Derek Snellgrove will kick-off the 2016 Annual Membership Meeting of SAEC, followed
by Brian Free and Assurance.
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

HOT DOGS will be served.
You will need the ticket from your
goodie bag to pick up hot dog at drink
window.

11:30 a.m.

ENTERTAINMENT

Provided by Derek Snellgrove

12 Noon

REGISTRATION OF
MEMBERS
6 OCTOBER 2016

Registration closes at 2 p.m.
Make sure you bring your registration
card to the meeting. No duplicates will
be available.

12:30 p.m. ENTERTAINMENT
Provided by Brian Free and Assurance

1:30 p.m.
BUSINESS SESSION
BEGINS
1:35 p.m.-

ENTERTAINMENT

Provided by The Dixie Melody Boys

2 p.m. REGISTRATION CLOSES
2:05 p.m. TRUSTEE ELECTIONS
Elections for Districts 1 and 2

2:50 p.m.
MAJOR PRIZES
AWARDED

www.alabamaliving.coop
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Join us at the Pike County Cattlemen’s
Complex for the 2016 Annual Meeting
When you think of an electric cooperative, the first things
that come to mind are poles, wires, meters and bucket trucks.
But being part of an electric cooperative is so much more.
There’s power in your membership.
Being a member is much more than being a customer. As a
member, you are also an owner. The cooperative is designed
to operate with the member as it’s core focus.
Being a member also means you have a voice in how your
cooperative operates. It is important that your take this responsibility seriously.
The Board, made of your fellow members, sets the longterm goals and polices that shape the direction the cooperative will take in the future.
South Alabama Electric provides the opportunity for you
to exercise your membership each year at our Annual Meeting.
The event will take place on Tuesday, October 25 at the
Pike County Cattlemens Complex. Cooperative members will
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have the opportunity to exercise their right to vote for their
representative on the board of South Alabama EC.
Make sure you go ahead and mark your calendars for
this special event. Special mailings will be arriving in your
mailbox later this month which contain your registration
and voting information. Trustee positions up for election are:
Districts 1 and 2.
The annual report included with your magazine contains
valuable information about your cooperative, a lot of which
you’ll hear discussed at the annual meeting.
Along with a financial accounting, you’ll find information
on the cooperative’s programs, community involvement and
the distribution of capital credits.
As we move forward, you can rest assured that our mission
remains the same as when the cooperative was originally
formed almost 80 years ago. SAEC’s priority is our members.
We strive to provide you with the most reliable electricity at
the most affordable cost.
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strong communities

Celebrating National Co-op Month
COOPERATIVES ARE:

VOLUNTARY • DEMOCRATIC •EQUITABLE • INDEPENDENT • INFORMATIVE • COLLABORATIVE • COMMUNITY
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B rundidge
Downtown Brundidge Free Admission

Saturday , October 29

( For information call 334-685-5524 or 334-372-1001)

5K begins at 8:00 AM

(Starting at Greens Antiques)
Registration open the day of the race

Festival grounds open at 9 AM

Activities include: farm demonstrations, parade, food,
The Peanut Butter Palate Paradise
(sponsored by the Brundidge Historical Society),
arts & crafts, mule drawn cane mill, wagon rides
Children’s Events include: Greasy Pig Contest and
a Goat Dressing Contest

1 PM - The Nutter Butter Parade

www.brundidgealabama.com
50 OCTOBER 2016
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Winning
starts
here.
Saving starts
here.

Change your air filter every month.
A dirty filter
makes
the system
work
hardermatch…
Football
rivalries,
baseball
playoffs,
a tennis
— wasting
energy. rely on dependable
whatever the activity,
our members
Set your
thermostat
to 78° in
warm Cooperative.
months for
energy
South
Alabama
Electric
Wefrom
value your
membership.
We
value you.
maximum energy efficiency — and savings.
We value your membership. We value you.

South Alabama
Electric Cooperative
Alabama Living

www.southaec.com
800.556.2060
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