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Several local teachers spent part
of their summer getting an energy
education.
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In the summer months, it can be easy to
forget the hard work teachers in our community put into serving their students. We might
think educators get these months off, but
as school years have extended and summer
training schedules grow, so does the scope of
a teacher’s job.
I’m blessed to live with three educators who
teach science and mathematics. To me, being
a teacher is every bit as much a calling as being
a police officer, a firefighter or one serving in
the military.
The daily struggles of teachers can be
summed up in the lyrics to the song “My
Home’s In Alabama” by the band named after
our great state: “What keeps me going? I don’t
really know. Can’t be the money. Lord knows
I’m always broke.”
Teachers don’t serve to get rich. They do it
because they’re dedicated to the education of
our students. But in recent years, the guidance
for their curriculum has become more and
more political, making it difficult to present
the full picture for a topic like energy science.
Young people are often taught that the future of electricity is renewable energy without
being taught where electricity comes from today. Right now, about 80 percent of the electricity in the United States comes from fossil
fuels and about 9 percent from nuclear, and
renewables make up the remainder.
This summer, South Alabama Electric Cooperative partnered with PowerSouth Energy

Cooperative and the National Energy Education Development Project to start an energy
education program for teachers in our service
area. Called the Empower Energy Workshop,
the program gives local teachers the tools they
need to teach students the realities of energy
production in our country.
What’s important about this program is that
it’s based on science, not politics. Anyone who
knows me knows my passion for protecting
the environment and the land we all enjoy. In
Genesis 1:28, God instructs his people to subdue the earth and have control over it. It’s our
job to take care of his creation.
Later in this magazine, you can learn more
about the first Empower Workshop and how
NEED helped us teach approximately 410 educators from Alabama and Florida about the
workings of the electric industry.
So far, the response from teachers has been
overwhelmingly positive. They have been able
to take new and engaging lessons on the different energy sources back to their classrooms.
They even received a kit of materials to help
them bring the subject to life.
That’s really what the program is all about:
empowering our teachers to show their students a real picture of energy today. We want
to be open about energy sources instead of
promoting a political agenda. I think that’s
simply doing what’s right for our community.n
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More than a dozen
teachers from across
SAEC’s service area
attended the first
Empower Energy
Workshop.
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Contact Information
Mailing address
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081
Phone
334-566-2060
800-556-2060
At South Alabama Electric Cooperative, we
believe it’s important to provide future generations a full understanding of this country’s electric system and how it was built. This summer,
we partnered with PowerSouth Energy Cooperative and the National Energy Education Development Project for a conference that did just
that.
The Empower Energy Education Workshop
invited teachers and school officials from across
PowerSouth’s service area to learn new ways of
teaching the science of electricity generation in
all its forms.
“Access to reliable and affordable electricity is
a key part of what makes this country a world
power,” says David Bailey, SAEC’s general manager. “This workshop equips our teachers with
the tools they need to help their students understand how that system works and why it is
so important.”
More than a dozen educators from schools
in SAEC’s service area attended the conference.
Each teacher was given a Science of Energy
kit to help them create engaging lessons in the
classroom.
For Gary Driver, headmaster at Crenshaw

Christian Academy, the individual sessions that
walked teachers through hands-on activities set
the conference apart.
“They really got teachers involved and kept
us in the learning process,” he says. “A lot of
workshops will tell you why a certain tool or
approach is great. At this one, we had a chance
to absorb that ourselves through the activities.”
Driver is even considering using some of the
lessons he learned for classes with this year’s
seniors to better prepare them for making decisions in the real world.
“These kids need to appreciate what they
have to better understand how it came to be,”
he says. “They need to know a little of the history so they can understand what’s going on in
society today.”
PowerSouth CEO Gary Smith agrees, and he
hopes the Empower workshop can help inform
students’ perspectives on energy as they begin
making important decisions.
“It isn’t about promoting one form of energy
over another,” he says. “We just want our children to understand the use, production and
cost of energy when they’re making the decisions that will guide our country’s future.” n

Website
www.southaec.com
Find us here:

Tf
Payment Options
BY MAIL
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081
WEBSITE
www.southaec.com
PHONE PAYMENTS
877-566-0611, credit cards accepted
NIGHT DEPOSITORY
Available at our Highway 231 office,
day or night
PAYMENT POINTS
Regions Bank - Troy branch
Troy Bank and Trust - all branch locations
1st National Bank of Brundidge and Troy
First Citizens - Luverne branch
Banks Buy Rite - Banks
Country 1 Stop - Honoraville
IN PERSON
13192 US-231, Troy, AL 36081
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to
5 p.m.

Questions?

Conference attendees
enjoyed a luncheon,
participated in hands-on
activities and heard from
many guest speakers.

For questions concerning Capital Credits,
contact: capital.credits@southaec.com
For questions concerning Billing, contact:
billing@southaec.com
For questions concerning Construction,
contact: construction@southaec.com
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Dakarai Siler and Brooklyn Norris had the
opportunity to visit many of the capital’s
memorials and parks, like the Franklin
Delano Roosevelt Memorial.

Monuments, museums and memories
highlight Youth Tour 2017
Before she attended the
NRECA Electric Cooperative
Youth Tour in Washington,
D.C., Goshen resident Brooklyn Norris was timid about
spending a week away from
home with students from
across the country whom she’d
never met.
Along with Troy resident
Dakarai Siler, she joined students from all over the U.S. for
the Electric Cooperative Youth
Tour.
And Norris says she returned changed and more
confident after making many
new friends from other states
during the weeklong event.
“It’s definitely influenced me
to be more outgoing,” she says.
Over the years, 50,000 students have participated in the
annual youth tours, which
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originated in the late 1950s as
a way to inform high school
juniors about the inner workings and history of both the
electric cooperative system
and our nation’s government.
To be eligible, students must
attend a school in Pike, Crenshaw or Coffee counties or
have at least one parent who is
a member of South Alabama
Electric Cooperative.
Each year, applications for
the tour are sent to all area
high schools, and they are also
available online. Local students, like their prospective
Youth Tour counterparts from
around the United States, complete and submit applications,
write essays and participate in
interviews to be considered.
An independent panel of judges makes the final selections.

Sponsored by SAEC, the
three-day Alabama portion
of the tour in Montgomery
this spring educated students
about the importance of state
government and the civil
rights movement. State Youth
Tour destinations have included the Civil Rights Memorial,
State Capitol, State Judicial
Building, State House and the
Rosa Parks Museum, and students also have a chance to
meet with state legislators.
From those Alabama tour
participants, students from
each electric cooperative are
selected to attend the national
Youth Tour. Each year about 45
Alabama students attend the
national tour, with all expenses
paid. The national Youth Tour
is made possible through the
sponsorship of electric coop-

eratives statewide, the National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association and the Alabama
Rural Electric Association.
Nearly 1,600 students and
their 250 chaperones gather in
Washington, D.C., annually for
the event. This year’s 53rd annual Youth Tour was June 9-15.

Meet the students

Norris is the 17-year-old
daughter of Patrick Norris
and Julie Jackson. She will
begin her senior year at Zion
Chapel High School in Jack,
Alabama, this fall. She says
she first heard about the Youth
Tour from two of her fellow
classmates who attended in
the past. She says it sounded
like fun, so she applied to attend through South Alabama
Electric Cooperative.
www.alabamaliving.coop

Norris says she enjoys dancing and has been a captain
the past three years for her
high school’s dance team. She
is a member of the school’s
cross-country team and has
served as its FFA chapter president.
She says the trip helped her
to just have fun and enjoy new
people and experiences. She
met other Youth Tour participants in a game room that was
set up in the hotel’s conference
room where students could
congregate in their free time.
“It was very interesting,” she
says. “I played cards with a guy
from Alaska, and it was great!”
Siler, 17, begins his senior
year at Goshen High School
this fall. He also attended the
state and national Youth Tours
representing SAEC.
The son of Sharone Scott

and James Siler, he is active
in extracurricular activities as
a member of his high school’s
football, basketball and baseball teams. He also served as
junior class treasurer and as a
member of the school’s math
team. He says he decided to
apply for the Youth Tour after
his history teacher told him
about the opportunity.
He says he enjoyed visiting
the different monuments and
other D.C.-area attractions and
especially making new friends
from around the country. “My
personal favorite was visiting
the new African-American
history museum,” Siler says. “I
found that pretty interesting.”
The National Museum of
African American History and
Culture opened in September
2016 with more than 36,000
artifacts and promotes the

Brooklyn Norris poses with a wax figure of
FDR at Madame Tussaud’s wax museum.

Students from across Alabama
and the country spent time in
Washington, D.C. learning how
our government works and the
importance of cooperatives.
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contributions of African-Americans to
the nation’s culture.
During the trip, students also had
opportunities to meet members of Alabama’s congressional delegation and ask
them questions.
Norris says she enjoyed visiting the
National Air and Space Museum and
other Smithsonian Institution facilities,
the National Museum of the Marine
Corps and a variety of national monuments and memorials.
But for her, the most memorable stop
on the tour was a somber one, where
400,000 active-duty service members,
their families and veterans have been
laid to rest and where the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier is located.
“My favorite was probably Arlington
when we went and walked around the
cemetery,” she says. “It was very humbling.”
Siler says he enjoyed meeting students from other states during periods
of free time and at the All States Farewell Dance held on the last day of the
tour. He feels the Youth Tour experience
was a valuable one.
“It means a lot because I don’t know
the next time I’ll be able to go back, and
I learned so much from it,” he says. “…A
once-in-a-lifetime chance.”
His advice to future participants is to
have fun, take lots of photos and enjoy
every moment.

One of the stops on the Youth Tour was to the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. The tomb is guarded 24
hours a day, 365 days a year. Guards must meet very stringent requirements and are among the most
elite of the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment.

Future leaders

After high school, Siler plans to attend
the University of Alabama and major in
business, hoping to one day use what
he’s learned to open his own business.
Though she hasn’t yet met a decision
about where she will attend college, after
high school Norris says she plans to pursue a degree in animal sciences.
She says she’d highly recommend the
Youth Tour experience to others. “If I
had to talk to someone who wasn’t sure
about it, I’d encourage them strongly to
just do it, to take that leap of faith and
just do it,” she says. “You never know
what will come out of it.” n

For more information about
participating in the Youth
Tour program, visit:
www.southaec.com.
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Students visited Mount Vernon, George Washington’s historic homestead, and watched colonial
re-enactments at many of the sites on the estate.

www.alabamaliving.coop

SAEC introduces

new smart phone app
At South Alabama Electric Cooperative, serving our members
is about more than just providing reliable and affordable power.
It’s about making ourselves available when you need us.
One way we’re doing that is with the new South Alabama Electric Cooperative app. Now you can access your SAEC account
anywhere you have a smartphone or mobile device.
“It’s about convenience,” says Mark Hill, SAEC’s office manager. “In today’s world, everybody has a smartphone with them all
the time. With the app, almost everything our members could do
on our site they’ll be able to do on the go.”
With the SAEC app, you can feel confident knowing you are in
control of your electric account anytime, anywhere.
“We want to put ourselves in our members’ hands as much as
possible,” says Andy Kimbro, SAEC’s commercial and industrial
account representative. “Whether it’s paying their bill, reporting
an outage or sending us information, we want to be at their fingertips if they need us.”

Interacting with your cooperative has never been easier
With the SAEC app you can:
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»

pay your bill
track your daily energy usage
report an outage
view a map of any ongoing outages
see when repair crews have been dispatched
get notifications from SAEC
find contact information and directions to the
SAEC office
»» access the SAEC Facebook page
»» monitor your prepay account (coming soon!)
The South Alabama Electric Cooperative app is available for Apple
devices in the App Store and for Android in the Google Play store.
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