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South	Alabama	
Electric	Monthly		
Operating	Report

KWH Sold  .  .  .  .  .  . 22,749,4000

Avg . Utility Bill  .  .  .  .  . $173 .56

Average Use  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1,389
Total Accounts 
Billed   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 16,380

Total Miles of Line  .  .  .  .  . 2,589

Consumers per  
mile of line  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6 .33

Information from February 2009

Board of Trustees
Bill Hixon   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . District 1
James Shaver  .  .  .  .  .  . District 2
Leo Williams  .  .  .  .  .  . District 3
Ben Norman  .  .  .  .  .  . District 4
DeLaney Kervin   .  .  . District 5
Norman D . Green  .  . District 6
Glenn Reeder  .  .  .  .  . District 7
James May  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .At Large

Use	Our	
TOLL-FREE

Outage	Hotline
1-800-556-2060

South	Alabama
Electric	Cooperative

Visit our web site at
www .southaec .com

Protect your home 
and family from fires 

and electrocution
Each year, there are thousands 

of instances recorded of ac-
cidents and fires caused by the 
improper use of electricity. Since 
May is electrical safety month, 
I wanted to use my column to 
share some important informa-
tion with you provided by the 
Electrical Safety Foundation 
International. This year, the 
foundation is focusing on the 
home - especially homes built 
before 1973. I urge you to read 
the information below, as well 
as the checklist provided on 
pages 6 and 7, and make sure 
your home is up to code.

Electrical problems in older 
homes account for nearly 55,000 
fires every year. These blazes 
cause more than 500 deaths, 
injure more than 1,400, and rack 
up $1.4 billion in property dam-
age.

 The risk of such fires is 
significant since half of all 
homes in the United States were 
constructed and wired prior 
to 1973, according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau—before the 
advent of garage door openers 
or home computers. Even more 
telling, one-third of U.S. homes 
were built before hair dryers or 
electric can openers were even 
invented! 

“As each year goes by Ameri-
cans consume more energy in 
their homes,” remarks Brett 
Brenner, president of Electrical 
Safety Foundation International 
(ESFI). “Many homes and electri-
cal systems are simply being 
overburdened, which leads to 
fires, injuries, and deaths.”

ESFI has created a checklist 

that lets consumers identify elec-
trical dangers commonly found 
in each room of their home. 
Owners of older homes can 
upgrade their electric systems 
with newer fire prevention tech-
nology, such as arc fault circuit 
interrupters (AFCIs). These ad-
vanced electronic circuit break-
ers detect dangerous conditions 
in a home’s wiring and cut off 
power before a fire develops.

Additionally, those living in 
older homes with children can 
install tamper-resistant recep-
tacles. These devices look like 
normal electrical outlets, al-
though they have a built-in shut-
ter system that prevents children 
from inserting foreign objects 
into the slots. Use of tamper-
resistant receptacles would 
prevent most of the 2,400 burns 
suffered by children each year 
from outlets.

More information and resourc-
es relating to National Electrical 
Safety Month can be found at 
www.electricalsafety.org.

The Electrical Safety Foun-
dation International (ESFI) 
exclusively promotes electri-
cal safety. Established in 1994, 
ESFI proudly sponsors National 
Electrical Safety Month activities 
each May, which focus on reduc-
ing electricity-related deaths, 
injuries, and property loss. 

Max  Davis is  
General Manager 
of South Alabama 
Electric 
Cooperative
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Water use and electricity go hand in hand. Heating 
water can account for 14 percent to 25 percent of the 
total energy consumed in a typical home. What’s more, 
systems used to clean public water supplies and deliver 
it to homes require large amounts of electricity. If your 
home receives water from a well or spring, the pump 
also draws power. So when we use water, hot or cold, 
we’re also using energy.

Techniques for trimming water use in your home are 
surprisingly simple. For one, you can significantly reduce 
hot water consumption by simply repairing leaks in 
fixtures—faucets and showerheads—or pipes. A leak of 
one drip per second can cost $1 per month.

You can also reduce water heating costs in a matter 
of seconds by lowering the thermostat setting on your 
water heater. For each 10º F reduction in temperature, 
you can save between 3 percent and 5 percent in energy 
costs. Reducing the setting also slows mineral buildup 
and corrosion in your water heater and pipes.

Although some manufacturers set water heater ther-
mostats at 140º F, most households usually only require 
them set at 120º F. However, if you have a dishwasher 
without a booster heater, you may require water tem-
perature within a range of 130º F to 140º F for optimum 
cleaning.

Adding insulation to your water heater can save 
around 4 percent to 9 percent in costs. To determine if 
you need to insulate your water heater, touch it. A tank 
that’s warm to the touch needs additional insulation. 

Insulating your water heater tank is fairly simple 
and inexpensive, and will pay for itself in about a year. 
You can find pre-cut jackets or blankets available from 
around $10 to $20. Choose one with an insulating value 
of at least R-8. In addition, don’t set the thermostat 
above 130º F on an electric water heater with an insulat-
ing jacket or blanket—the wiring may overheat.

Installing insulation on gas- and oil-fired water heaters 
is more difficult. For these appliances, it’s best to have a 
qualified plumbing and heating contractor perform the 
work.

For more tips on trimming water use in your home, 
including pipe and water heater insulation techniques, 
visit www.energysavers.gov.

Keep electricity 
from going down 
the drain



1. Check the wattage of all bulbs in your lights.

2. Check all lamp cords and extension cords. 3. Check all wall outlets and switches.

1. Check for Tamper Resistant Outlets

2. Check Portable heaters

3. Check for the presence and proper placement of smoke alarms and test each one.



1. Check the wattage of all bulbs in your lights.

2. Check all lamp cords and extension cords. 3. Check all wall outlets and switches.

1. Check for Tamper Resistant Outlets

2. Check Portable heaters

3. Check for the presence and proper placement of smoke alarms and test each one.

1. Check all counter top appliances

2. Check all large appliances

1. Check for Ground Fault Circuit Inter-
rupters (GFCIs)

2. Check small electrical products such as 
hair dryers and curling irons 

1. Check Your breaker box
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Tyler Trails
Family fun close to home

With warmer temperatures on the horizon, our at-
tention turns to outdoor activities.  If you’re looking 
for an activity the whole family can enjoy that’s close 
to home you might want to consider a new recreation-
al park located in Clio.  Tyler Trails is an ATV Trail 
Park that opened in February.  It’s located 2 miles east 
of downtown Clio on Hwy. 10 and 6 miles from Blue 
Springs State Park. 

Tyler Trails offers 400 acres of scenic trails, woods, 
dirt, mud and most of all just plain old family fun.  
The park is owned by Clio native Jimmy Tyler and his 
wife Debbie.  

According to Debbie Tyler, the little brown building 
that serves as headquarters for the newly developed 
park has been in their family for four generations.  In 
the past it was Hubert Tyler’s Store, followed by a 
gathering place to shoot pool and most recently Cat’s 
Restaurant.  The idea to develop the land into an ATV 
park actually came from some of the Tyler’s friends 
who were familiar with other ATV parks.  After the 
Tylers started doing research on other parks and talk-
ing to ATV dealers, the Tylers decided to try the idea.  
They started cutting trails through the 400 acre site 
with the intent of leaving the land as natural as pos-
sible.

The trails opened for business on February 7, 2009.  
Right now they are open the 1st and 3rd weekend of 

every month.  “So many people buy four-wheelers and 
don’t have a place to ride them,” Mrs. Tyler said.  “Ev-
eryone seems to be appreciative of the fact that they 
have somewhere to go now,” she added. 

Tyler Trails are named and clearly marked.  Guides 
are available free of charge both to guide and to 
insure rules are followed.  Minors must have parental 
consent to ride.  There is no night riding.  Only four-
wheel ATV’s are allowed  on the trails - no dirt bikes 
or trucks.

Response to the trails has been positive so far -  
drawing riders from all over the Wiregrass area.  The 
park is one of the few in this area.  A large ATV park 
located in Dozier is only open five times a year and 
according to Mrs. Tyler some of the larger parks are 
only open for racing.

The Tylers hope to host some special events and 
cookouts at the park from time to time and would like 
to add some picnic tables at some point.

Rates for the park are $20 per person per day.  Spe-
cial holiday rates apply and the park is available for 
private rides, but they must be booked in advance and 
pre-payed.

For more information about Tyler Trails call 
(334)232-1827.
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