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Max  Davis
General Manager of South Alabama 

Electric Cooperative

South Alabama 
Electric Monthly  
Operating Report

KWH Sold  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 28,563,343

Avg . Utility Bill  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $171 .23

Average Use  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1,758

Total Accounts 
Billed   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .16,250

Total Miles of Line  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2,605

Consumers per  
mile of line  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6 .24

Information from DECEMBER 2009

With Spring just around the 
corner, you may not be thinking 
about the two weeks of below 
freezing weather we endured 
during the early weeks of January 
2010. But those days were a 
milestone for South Alabama 
Electric Cooperative. Our system 
set the biggest peak recorded for 
the amount of 
electricity consumed 
by our members. 

You set a peak 
demand of 90,000 
kva in a 45 minute 
time period (between 
6:15 and 7:00 AM). 
This surpassed our 
last peak, which 
occurred in January 2008, which 
was 79,040 kva. This is a tremen-
dous load but we are pleased to 
let you know that your electric 
system met the demand and 
provided you with the power you 
needed with only minor problems. 
This was due to our right-of-way 
maintenance, line maintenance 
and system improvement plans 
which are in place year round at 
South Alabama Electric. 

As more members continue to 
come on to our system and more 
of you add appliances and enter-
tainment items that require more 
electricity, the demand for electric-
ity is expected to grow. We will 
continue to plan for your future 
use through load forecasts and 
surveys so that we will always be 
prepared for your electric needs. 

If you are interested in helping 
us plan for these high usage times, 
I urge you to call the cooperative 
and find out about our H20 Plus 
program. H20 Plus is a load 
management program designed to 
help SAEC make sure our system 
will meet your electric needs even 

when your demand on the system 
is great.

This program requires a device 
to be installed on your water 
heater which will allow our power 
supplier (PowerSouth Energy 
Cooperative) to cycle your water 
heater off for short periods of time 
during peak times of energy use. 

A certified electrician 
will come to your 
home and install the 
device at no charge 
to you. Although you 
won’t see a difference 
in the amount of hot 
water you have at 
your home, this 
program will make a 

huge difference in the amount of 
power consumed system wide.

You may wonder how cycling a 
few water heaters off and on 
could make that kind of differ-
ence. This program is about 
making sure we are not only able 
to generate enough power to meet 
the demands of our members but 
also meet the needs of our mem-
bers when that demand is the 
highest. Those high use times 
generally only last three or four 
hours but your cooperative has to 
have the energy available to meet 
that need should it happen 24 
hours a day. If our peaks ever 
were to push the limit of what 
could be generated by our power 
supplier, then we would have to 
look at investing in more genera-
tion facilities which would in-
crease the cost per kwh. 

Anything we can do to lower 
our peak demands for electricity is 
beneficial to us all. If you are 
interested in learning more about 
this program, please contact a 
member services representative by 
calling 1-800-556-2060.

Winter peaks show 
system strength

“...your electric 
system met the 
demand and 
provided you 
with the power...”
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South Alabama Electric Cooperative is pleased to announce that it is partnering 
with WTVY News 4 to offer an energy conservation education program for 2010.

The program will offer information segments every Wednesday during the WTVY/
CBS morning show at 6:58 a.m. Another segment will run every Monday during the 
WTVY Live at Lunch at approximately 12:10 p.m. 

These same video segments will be available for viewing on WTVY’s Web site by 
clicking on the Conserve101 link on WTVY’s weather page.  Additional links will 
connect you with the MyConserve101 website as well as to South Alabama Electric 
Cooperative’s 
Web site.

Since your 
electric bill is 
based on how 
much power 
you use each 
month, and 
you have 
ultimate 
control over 
your usage, 
our goal with 
this new 
program is to 
help you 
reduce your 
usage by 
offering 
common-
sense, low-cost 
tips to help 
you save.

In addition 
to the energy 
conservation 
tips, members 
of South 
Alabama 
Electric can 
also receive 
weather alerts via your mobile phone during severe weather events.  Log onto 
WTVY.com to get information on how to subscribe to these mobile weather alerts.  
Alerts will include a link to a mobile landing page with the co-op’s number to call 
in the event of a power outage.

South Alabama Electric is excited about this opportunity to partner with the local 
CBS affiliate for our service area.

Be sure to check the pages of Alabama Living each month for additional com-
mon-sense, Conserve101 energy saving information.  You can also go to www.
MyConserve101.com for more energy saving tips and how-to videos.

Co-op partners with local station to 
provide conservation information
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The idea of living in a more efficient home – and 
paying lower utility bills – has widespread appeal. 
But finding ways to fund improvements can be 
difficult during hard economic times. 

Fortunately, the federal government offers two 
ways to recover some of your expenses when plan-
ning upgrades: energy efficiency tax credits and 
renewable energy tax credits.

Through the 2009 American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act – known as the federal stimulus bill –
Uncle Sam offers a personal tax credit of up to 
$1,500 for energy efficiency measures made at 
existing homes in 2009 and 2010. You can recover 30 
percent of the cost of adding insulation materials 
and exterior doors, windows, and roofs designed to 
help reduce your home’s heat loss or gain. The credit 
also covers efficient central air conditioners, air-
source heat pumps, hot water boilers, and biomass 
stoves. 

With a maximum value of $1,500 for all improve-
ments made in 2009 and 2010, the credit may be 
applied toward material costs on all projects. You can 
also use it on installation costs for heating, ventila-
tion and air conditioning systems and biomass 
stoves.

If you want to start generating your own power, 
consider taking a renewable energy tax credit 
covering 30 percent of the cost of materials and 
installation for solar panels, solar water heaters, and 
geothermal heat pumps. This credit applies to both 
existing homes and new construction. Projects must 
be placed into service between January 1, 2009, and 
December 31, 2016.

ENERGY STAR, a joint program of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy and the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, provides guidelines on what qualifies 
for both tax credits at www.energystar.gov, keyword 
“tax credits.”

Tax Day is just around the corner 
Plan wisely and use tax credits to fund  
efficiency upgrades
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You can file for 
energy tax credits 
using IRS Form 
5695. Remember 
to get a Manufac-
turer Certification 
Statement (a 
signed statement 
from the manufac-
turer certifying 
that the product 
or component 
qualifies for the 
tax credit) for 
your records. Both 
of the energy tax 
credits are non-
refundable – they 
can increase your 
refund by reduc-
ing the taxes you 
owe, dollar for 
dollar, and can be 
carried forward to 
reduce your taxes 
in following years. 
But you don’t get 
a separate check 
for the credit 
amount.

Some state 
government 
offices offer 
further subsidies 
or rebates to 
consumers who 
want to make 
their homes more 
efficient. For a 
listing of state and 
local energy 
efficiency assis-
tance available, 
visit the Database 
for State Incen-
tives for Renew-
ables & Efficiency, 
a project funded 
by the U.S. Department of Energy, at www.dsireusa.org.  

Megan McKoy writes on consumer and cooperative affairs for the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, the Arlington, Va.-based service arm of the nation’s 900-plus consumer-owned, not-for-profit 
electric cooperatives.

Source: ENERGY STAR, Database for State Incentives for Renewables & Efficiency
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What’s H2O Plus?
It’s a program that allows your local electric 
cooperative to remotely cycle your water heater 
for short periods of time (usually between two 
and four hours). A certified electrician installs the 
device at no cost to you.

Why would you want to turn off my hot water?
We don’t – we just want to help manage your 
energy usage by cycling your water heater.

And just how will this help?
H2O Plus helps us better manage the demand for 
electricity during times when the most energy is 
being used and when it’s most expensive.

More questions? Give us a call at 1-800-556-2060 
or visit our Web site at www.southaec.com for 
more information.

Go ahead...
ask a hundred questions about hot water.

Cooperatives

H2O PLUS

South Alabama 
Electric Cooperative



From the smallest yard to the largest farm...
Brundidge has it all.

Come browse our locally owned businesses 
with old time personal service.

Brundidge

www.brundidgealabama.com
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Tax Day is Just Around the Corner
Fast tax refunds, tax preparation and bookkeeping 
services are all available right here in Brundidge! 

And dont’ forget to shop local first when your refund arrives!


