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Apache helicopters at Fort Rucker.
The U.S. Army base has a tremendous
impact on the Wiregrass region, and
shared a history of service with SAEC.
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America’s birthday:
A reason to celebrate
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David Bailey, General Manager
Everyone loves a birthday. Birthdays are celebrations of life, when we take time to honor
someone important to us, someone who has
made an impact on their family and friends.
One of the greatest birthdays we as Americans can ever celebrate is the birth of our
country itself. When a group of our Founding
Fathers signed the Declaration of Independence, they started a new way of life separate
from British rule. They transformed those 13
colonies into the United States of America.
And they began down a path that would lead
to the most powerful, influential nation on the
planet.
America turns 241 this year. On the Fourth
of July, we honor our country through a variety of celebrations. John Adams, one of the
signers of the Declaration of Independence,
foresaw this in writing to his wife about the
country’s birthday:
“I am apt to believe that it will be celebrated
by succeeding generations as the great anniversary festival. It ought to be commemorated
as the day of deliverance, by solemn acts of
devotion to God Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows,
games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations, from one end of this continent
to the other, from this time forward forever
more.”
We certainly do a good job of continuing
this spirit of celebration as a nation. Americans will host thousands of parades and events
this year, along with fireworks displays and
community cookouts. Indeed, there is much
reason to celebrate as we enjoy living in this
land of freedom.
I’d like to take a moment, however, to reflect on another sentence from that same letter
from John Adams:

“I am well aware of the toil and blood and
treasure that it will cost us to maintain this
Declaration, and support and defend these
States.”
Adams understood that freedom came
with a price. Looking ahead, he knew that, to
preserve our freedom, our citizens would be
called on again and again to make great sacrifices — the same sacrifices it took to gain our
freedom in the first place.
I was reminded of these sacrifices while
visiting Normandy American Cemetery and
Memorial in Normandy, France. The men
that bravely hit the beaches on June 6, 1944,
D-Day, are laid to rest in a place of honor. My
father-in-law, Cecil Godwin, was one of the
fortunate soldiers to survive D-Day but witnessed the sacrifices first hand.
Standing at the German concentration camp
in Dachau, I was struck with a sense of just
how quickly freedom can be lost. That country’s government stripped away the freedoms
of many of its citizens, as well as of countless
others, and it took a world war to bring an end
to the tyranny.
Adams was right. Maintaining our freedom
has come with great struggle, great sacrifice
and great cost. But read what he wrote next:
“Yet through all the gloom I can see the rays
of ravishing light and glory. I can see that the
end is more than worth all the means.”
This Fourth of July, as we enjoy the parades
and fireworks — and maybe some hamburgers
on the grill or a plate of barbecue — let’s say
“Happy Birthday America!” by remembering
the struggles it took to form this nation and
the sacrifices countless people have made to
maintain the freedoms we enjoy today. We
have something special, so let’s celebrate! n

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY
Raymond Trotter
District 3
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South Alabama Electric Cooperative offices will be
closed on July 4 in observance of Independence
Day. We wish you and your family a safe and
happy holiday!

www.alabamaliving.coop

are you prepa r e d f or

hurricane season?

The 2017 hurricane season has begun, and South Alabama Electric Cooperative encourages its
members to prepare for the possibility of damaging storms.If you’ve never experienced a strong storm,
don’t be lulled into thinking that just because it hasn’t happened to you yet that it can’t happen to you.
Instead, take the initiative and be prepared to protect yourself and your family from these storms.
“Forecasters are predicting above-average activity this season,” says Andy Kimbro, SAEC’s commercial and industrial account representative. “While that doesn’t mean all storms will become hurricanes
that make landfall, it is still important to make plans in advance so you can protect yourself and your
family.”
Following are some tips to help you develop and implement a plan that will prepare you for severe
weather:
plan displayed somewhere prominent in
1. Assemble a severe weather kit. Use the
your home.
information below to build a kit that will
help you recover in the aftermath of a
4. Fill your car’s gas tank every few days
storm.
when severe weather is approaching. If
the storm damages power lines, gas
2. Become familiar with evacuation routes
pumps will not operate without electricity
and know how to turn off utilities in your
and you will be unable to purchase gas in
home. These precautions can save valuyour area.
able time if you are instructed to evacuate.
5. Make plans to protect personal property.
3. In the event your family members are
Consider investing in permanent storm
separated during an evacuation, identify
shutters or marine plywood to shield wina predetermined place to meet as well as
dows. Make a record of personal property
an out-of-state contact to call. Have this
by taking pictures of your belongings.

Protect your family with a disaster kit
Disasters can strike suddenly, and being can save
property and lives. Three
simple actions begin this
preparation process:

STEP ONE
Assemble a
disaster kit

STEP TWO
Have a
plan

STEP THREE
Stay
informed
Alabama Living

Whether you evacuate or stay home can save property and
lives. a disaster, your kit should contain these basics:
Water — one gallon per
person per day if you evacuate, two-week supply if you
remain at home
Nonperishable, easily prepared food — three-day
supply if you evacuate, twoweek supply if you remain at home
(i.e. beans, ready-to-serve soup,
granola bars, powdered milk)
Extra cash — stores
may be unable to accept
credit or debit cards

You will also need an emergency preparedness kit that
includes:
• Cellphone with charger
• Seven-day supply of medications
• Multipurpose tool and scissors
• Work gloves, sturdy shoes, hat
• Family/emergency contact info
• Waterproof matches
• Hand sanitizer
• Extra set of car and house keys
• Water purification tablets
• Baby supplies (bottles, formula,
food)
• Pet supplies (collar, leash, food)

Contact Information
Mailing address
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081
Phone
334-566-2060
800-556-2060
Website
www.southaec.com
Find us here:

Tf
Payment Options
BY MAIL
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081
WEBSITE
www.southaec.com
PHONE PAYMENTS
877-566-0611, credit cards accepted
NIGHT DEPOSITORY
Available at our Highway 231 office,
day or night
PAYMENT POINTS
Regions Bank - Troy branch
Troy Bank and Trust - all branch locations
1st National Bank of Brundidge and Troy
First Citizens - Luverne branch
Banks Buy Rite - Banks
Country 1 Stop - Honoraville
IN PERSON
13192 US-231, Troy, AL 36081
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to
5 p.m.

Questions?
For questions concerning Capital Credits,
contact: capital.credits@southaec.com
For questions concerning Billing, contact:
billing@southaec.com
For questions concerning Construction,
contact: construction@southaec.com
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SAEC AND FORT RUCKER

A shared tradition
The early years of the 20th
century were marked by dramatic change in America as
our country pulled itself out
of a depression and found itself drawn into a world war. It
was in the midst of these events
that South Alabama saw developments that would forever
change the region for the better.
As part of President Franklin
D. Roosevelt’s plan to strengthen the country’s rural regions,
he created the Rural Electrification Administration (REA),
which today is known as the
Rural Utilities Service (RUS).
The focus of the REA was to
provide support and low-interest loans to rural community
groups to help them build electric distribution systems.
Area farmers and community leaders seized this opportunity and formed South
Alabama Electric Cooperative
(SAEC) in 1937.
“This was the beginning of
tremendous progress for this
part of the state,” says David
Bailey, SAEC’s general manager. “From those first energized lines, this cooperative
has grown to serve more than
16,000 accounts across 2,600
miles of lines that cross portions of seven counties.”
Just five years later came another development that would
impact the region for decades
to come. The bombing of Pearl
Harbor on Dec. 8, 1941, left no
question regarding the United States’ involvement in the
brewing global conflict. Almost
immediately, the country began mobilizing millions of men
6 JULY 2017

R. Terry Everett Hall is currently the main building on Troy
University’s Dothan campus.
and women for military service, and new training camps
were needed to prepare them
for war.
And thus Camp Rucker was
officially opened on May 1,
1942.
In October of 1955, this
training camp was given permanent status, and the name
was changed to Fort Rucker.
While the focus has evolved
through the years, Fort Rucker
has continued to play a strategic role in our nation’s defense
— while remaining a vital part
of life in the Wiregrass.

Fort facts

A landmark for 75 years, Fort
Rucker is located approximately 80 miles south of Montgomery and 80 miles north of Florida’s Gulf Coast. Covering more
than 63,000 acres of federally
owned and leased land, the
U.S. Army post has entrances
from the three bordering cities
of Daleville, Ozark and Enterprise. It stretches through parts

of Dale, Coffee, Geneva and
Houston counties.
Fort Rucker’s sheer size is
impressive. However, area residents may not realize the enormity of the fort’s impact on the
region and how important its
mission is to the success of the
U.S. Army and the safety of our
nation.
Fort Rucker is the primary
flight training base for Army
Aviation and home to the U.S.
Army Aviation Center of Excellence (USAACE). At Fort
Rucker, the Army trains military, civilian and international
personnel in aviation and leadership skills.
Training for all Army Aviation personnel, U.S. Air Force
helicopter pilots and helicopter
pilots from numerous ally nations takes place at Fort Rucker. Instructors teach aviators
everything from initial rotary-wing courses to advanced
courses in aviation safety.
However, aviation training is
not the sole focus of Fort Ruck-

er’s mission. Integrating Army
Aviation warfighting doctrine
and conducting aviation testing are also key components
of Fort Rucker’s mission to
develop Army Aviation’s capabilities.
Rucker is also home to the
U.S. Army Aviation Technical
Test Center (ATTC), the U.S.
Army Operational Test and
Evaluation Command, the U.S.
Army Combat Readiness Center (USACRC), the U.S. Army
Warrant Officer Candidate
School, the U.S. Army Aviation Center Noncommissioned
Officer Academy, and the U.S.
Army Aviation Museum.
The ATTC is the only test
center that focuses on flight
testing of the aircraft, associated systems, the aviator and the
maintainer.
Fort Rucker’s role in the
overall success of the U.S. military increased significantly as
a result of the conflicts in Iraq
and Afghanistan. Army Aviation (rotary wing aircraft and
pilots in particular) is a critical
element in the ability to see the
battlefield and detect threats
while making every effort to
minimize collateral damage.

A community
partner

Fort Rucker has strong ties
with the cities surrounding it.
Soldiers and military families
can often be found involved
with community projects such
as painting a school, repairing a
park or building a playground.
They are involved in sports,
churches and community organizations.
www.alabamaliving.coop

Informative exhibits await
visitors to the U.S.Army
Aviation Museum.
Fort Rucker also works in
coordination with the Alabama National Guard Ready
Reserves during natural disasters. There is a hurricane staging area at Fort Rucker with
heavy equipment on-site, allowing a very quick, prepared
response when hurricanes or
other natural disasters strike.
Bailey says the community
recognizes the strong impact
Fort Rucker has on the region.
In fact, many SAEC members
rent portions of their farmland
to the U.S. Army for Fort Rucker pilots to land on and take off
from as part of their training.
“We are proud to have Fort
Rucker here, and we certainly
support its efforts,” Bailey says.
“Likewise, we appreciate our
state and national representatives for their political support
of Fort Rucker and the work it’s
doing.”

Economic impact

A Troy University study
showed that Fort Rucker is responsible for more than 23,000
jobs in the Wiregrass. This
includes direct and indirect
jobs, as well as those consid-

Alabama Living

ered induced jobs (resulting
from consumer purchases by
employees of Fort Rucker, its
primary contractors and their
local suppliers).
With an estimated economic
impact of more than $1.5 billion in the Wiregrass region,
Rucker is one of the state’s largest employers. Through payments to primary contractors,
military employees and civilian employees, the U.S. Army
pumps more than $850 million
in annual wages and salaries
into the region.
Beyond these numbers, the

Troy University study also
found more than $1 billion in
military retirement and annuities pay within a 50-mile radius of Fort Rucker.
“While these are all important numbers, they only tell
part of the story,” says Bailey.
“When you take a look at the
big picture, the presence of
Fort Rucker touches every facet of life — from our economy
to our culture to the goods and
services we enjoy access to every day.
“The stories of South Alabama Electric Cooperative and

Fort Rucker are intertwined,”
Bailey adds. “We were both
born out of times of great
struggle in our nation, but the
hard work and sacrifices of
those great Americans helped
build something that would
endure for decades. We’re
proud of our shared traditions
and of our continuing shared
commitment to this region
of South Alabama we all call
home.” n
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Comee in
w e ’r

OPEN

Brundidge
www.brundidgealabama.com

For your home to your office...
For entertainment and enjoyment...

We Have What You Need.
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SAEC scholarships

help turn career aspirations into
reality for local students
Bailey Ann Garrett knows how she
wants future students to perceive her. “I
hope they’ll describe me as energetic and
fun, caring and also kind,” she says.
Her career aspirations recently received
a boost with a $1,000 Electric Cooperative
Foundation Scholarship, awarded annually to students who apply and are selected
by South Alabama Electric Cooperative.
The program was established in 1997 and
is available to graduating high school seniors who plan to attend an accredited
four-year or junior college or a technical
or vocational school.
Since 2001, the foundation has awarded
$517,000 in scholarships in Alabama, and
this year SAEC presented 10 scholarships
to local students.
The goal of the scholarship program is
to help members defray the cost of higher education, which contributes to a more
skilled and educated workforce and a better future for SAEC’s service area and residents.
A 17-year-old Banks resident, Garrett recently graduated from Pike County High School with an advanced high
school diploma, which included career
technical education and community service endorsements. She completed online
and on-campus coursework through Enterprise State Community College to earn
her Associate of Applied Science in business administration with a concentration
in accounting. She plans to major in education at Troy University.
In high school, Garrett was active in a
number of organizations, including the
National Honor Society, National Art
Honor Society, National Technical Honor

Society, National Society of High School
Scholars, The Business and Finance Academy, Art Club, Prom Committee and yearbook staff.
She credits her ninth-grade history
teacher, Mrs. Jo Anna Kilpatrick as inspiration. “She did a lot of fun stuff with the
class and made learning enjoyable — because I really hated history before I was in
her class,” she says.
Garrett says she hasn’t decided what
age group she’d like to teach but believes
younger students would be fun. She appreciates that high school students face many
issues and pressures and may need her extra motivation to excel.
She plans to use the scholarship money
for books and classes, and she looks forward to graduating from college in a few
years. “I’m going to cross that stage with
my face shining brighter than the stars!”
she says.
Ariton resident Tyler Nicholas Sullivan,
18, also has plans for his $1,000 foundation scholarship. He intends to attend
Lurleen B. Wallace Community College
in Andalusia to earn a two-year degree before becoming a forest technician.
Sullivan says this career is appealing
because it requires spending a lot of time
in the woods, building fires for controlled
burns, managing wildfires and similar duties.
Sullivan earned an honors diploma at
Ariton School, where he was in the Future
Business Leaders of America and Future
Farmers of America and played football.
He is also a member of the Marley Mill
Volunteer Fire Department.
“This money will help me with paying

tuition,” he says. “I come from a family
with three kids. My next-youngest brother
is going to be graduating next year, so this
will help me and my family out.”
Haven Elizabeth Dates is an 18-year-old
recent Goshen High School graduate who
made the all-A’s honor roll throughout
high school.
She was a member of numerous organizations, including FFA, Phi Theta Kappa,
Beta Club, FBLA, Student Government
Association, 4-H and the National Technical Honor Society. She was also a marching band majorette. Dates was an active
volunteer with ZooTeen at the Montgomery Zoo, a local nursing home and local
Farm Day events.
During high school, she took dual enrollment classes at the Agribusiness Academy, earning nearly 30 college credits with
a 4.0 GPA. While there, she dewormed
cows, helped examine an expectant mother cow, fed and monitored the health of
chickens, and found she really enjoyed
working with animals.
With a full scholarship to attend Troy
University, she’ll major in biomedical sciences on her way to becoming a veterinarian. The $1,000 received from the foundation will come in handy, helping with
housing expenses, she says.
Since childhood, Dates has enjoyed a
somewhat unusual hobby that she’ll be
able to put to use at Troy. “My main hobby
now is baton twirling,” she says.
Dates was captain of the majorette line
in her high school’s marching band her junior and senior years and reports that she’s
been accepted to Troy University’s Sound
of the South majorette line. n

Your cooperative, giving back
Scholarships are just one way SAEC gives back to our community. To find out more, visit our website at
www.southaec.com/community-involvement. Interested in applying for next year’s Electric Cooperative
Foundation Scholarship? Look for more information in your January Alabama Living magazine.
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congratulations to our
2017 scholarship recipents

Kiera Brown

luverne high school

Ivy Helms

pike liberal arts school

Kirsten jones

zion chapel high school

Tyler Sullivan
ariton high school
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Haven Dates

goshen high school

Bailey Garrett

pike county high school

Jennifer Jordan
charles henderson
high school

Haley Ward
highland home school

Summer Stephens
crenshaw christian
high school

Blake Weaver

luverne high school
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