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Terry Rodgers joined SAEC as a 
groundsman in 1976, just after his 18th 
birthday. When he started, the cooperative 
only had two bucket trucks and two line 
trucks. See story, page 8.
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Looking back to 
look forward

David Bailey, General Manager

The other day I was asked what the new 
administration’s impact is going to be on the 
electric industry. That’s a loaded question, so 
here I go.

As many of you know, I like to look back 
at history to set a path for our future. I think 
that’s what we need to do here, too.

The Rural Electrification Act of 1936 estab-
lished federal loans to electric cooperatives 
to generate and distribute electric power 
through the rural areas. The keyword is 
“loans,” not grants or tax credits.

The government set forth the road map, 
and electric cooperatives in local communi-
ties got the job done. I like to think the REA 
of 1936 provided the survey for the rural elec-
trification road, and then the local electric 
cooperatives paved the rural electrification 
highway. This program has been very success-
ful, so why not follow that plan again?

When you receive loans, they have to be 
paid back, and electric utilities have one 
main source of funds: the sale of electricity. 
Customers must pay back those loans plus 
interest through their electric rates. The gov-
ernment set up the program, but local busi-
ness leaders have made this program work 
through the years. Customers pay their bills 
for the service they use. Period.

A couple months ago the state of Texas 
had an extreme winter storm hit the entire 
state, and over 4 million people lost electric 
power. How? Texas had deregulated its elec-
tric energy market. This market worked well 
for the electric energy users in Texas until the 
perfect storm hit this year.

The electric industry must prepare for such 
extreme weather events by having capacity in 
reserve. But because the Texas electric market 
is deregulated, the demand capacity reserves 
were not prepared, since this cost could not 
be guaranteed to be recovered through the 
electric rates. This is one of the reasons why 
we heard about the extremely high electric 
bills following the February storm.

It’s important to understand one term to 
appreciate the challenges Texas faced — base-
load, which is the minimum level of energy 
a system needs in a given time to serve all of 
its users. That baseload demand level changes 
with the seasons. When peaks occur during 

periods of extreme heat or cold, baseloads 
cannot handle the quick ramp up in demand. 
Therefore power generators must have peak-
ing power plants that can be brought online 
quickly to handle the increased demand load.

Baseload power plants do not change 
their output quickly and can take days to 
shut down or start up. Examples of base-
load energy sources are nuclear, natural gas, 
coal and hydropower. In the United States, 
coal power plants are dead, and nuclear and 
hydropower facilities are almost impossi-
ble to build. That makes natural gas power 
plants the financially responsible way to sup-
ply baseload power to the end user in a timely 
manner. If this administration stops hydraulic 
fracturing (fracking), then the cost of natural 
gas generation will increase.

So, let’s talk about green energy. Texas gets 
almost 25% of its energy from wind. This far 
exceeds most of the country’s green energy 
portfolio. Wind, solar and hydroelectric are 
green energy sources and are considered to 
be variable or intermittent renewable energy. 
This variability means they are not considered 
baseload energy sources. Hydroelectric power 
is an exception, but this country no longer 
builds hydroelectric dams.

Texas is my second home state. I went to 
school there, and I love the state. The wind, 
which always blows in west Texas, is a good 
source of energy. But, it cannot be depended 
on for baseload demand. If green energy is a 
great source of electric energy, then the gov-
ernment should loan electric generators funds 
to build these green energy sources and col-
lect those loan funds plus interest through the 
customer electric rates. I suspect our leaders 
know that would cause electric energy costs 
to increase, which is why they offer genera-
tors tax credits and grants to construct these 
resources instead. 

In this magazine, you can also read about 
two men who have given decades of service 
to your electric cooperative. Trustee Glenn 
Reeder and Service Foreman Terry Rodg-
ers have both retired, and their presence will 
be missed. Until next month, be safe and 
be assured that your electric cooperative is 
always doing its best to provide you with reli-
able, low-cost electric energy. 

Ben Fox
District 4
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Glenn Reeder retires 
from board of trustees

After decades of service to the members of 
South Alabama Electric Cooperative, Glenn 
Reeder has retired from the board of trustees. 
He served on the board to represent the mem-
bers of District 7 after a distinguished military 
career.

Reeder joined the Army right after gradu-
ating high school in 1949. He was deployed 
to Korea the next year, but not before marry-
ing his high school sweetheart, Eloise. While 
overseas, he was wounded and earned a Pur-
ple Heart. He was later commissioned as an 
officer and served two tours in Vietnam in 
1961 and 1971.

After retiring, Reeder was stationed at Fort 
McPherson in Atlanta, where he also worked 
as a comptroller for a small hospital. In 1974, 
he and the family moved to Jack, Alabama, 
to be closer to relatives. He took a job at New 
Hope Junior High School, where he worked as 
both the principal and a math teacher.

Reeder would later work at Fort Rucker, 
ensuring that military units in the region 
were well-supplied in the event of conflict. 
Even after his career came to an end, Reeder 
was still ready to serve his community. When 
SAEC asked him to fill a vacant seat on the 
board, he accepted and would later be elected 
to continue by the members.

“He just has a servant’s heart,” says his 
daughter, Gay Curtis. “SAEC was a perfect 
fit for him. He loved being part of something 
that was essential to the rural community.”

Reeder continues to take pride in the work 
the board did to make sure SAEC always had 

the assets and staff it needed to meet the needs 
of its members. His optimistic outlook helped 
him maintain positive working relationships 
with his fellow board members and cooper-
ative leaders alike, with a constant focus on 
doing what was best for the community.

“Mr. Reeder always took his training classes 
very seriously. I’m sure it was from his mili-
tary background,” says General Manager 
David Bailey. “At the board meeting following 
his training classes, we would ask Mr. Reeder 
to share what he learned in class. He would 
open his notebook and begin to explore his 
pages and pages of detailed notes. He took his 
position as trustee very seriously, and I will 
miss that dedication to serving the member.”

Even in retiring, Reeder was hoping to bet-
ter serve the cooperative by making room 
for someone new. He now looks forward to 
doing more reading, serving however he can 
at Roeton Baptist Church, and spending more 
time with his two children, four grandchil-
dren and 10 great-grandchildren. 

Reeder joined the Army after high 
school, serving in Korea and Vietnam.

Reeder with seven of his 
great-grandchildren.

Reeder, right, with SAEC’s Max Copeland, 
center, at the 2019 NRECA annual meeting.



As an electric distributor, part of South Alabama Electric 
Cooperative’s job is to make sure our members don’t have to 
worry about where their power originates. As long as members 
do their best to pay their bills on time and report the occasional 
outage, they can count on reliable electric service to their home 
or business.

When it comes to bringing that power to our system, SAEC is 
not unlike our members. Just as our members join the cooper-
ative to share the cost of service, SAEC and more than a dozen 
other electric utilities are members of PowerSouth Energy Coop-
erative. As members, we purchase wholesale energy from Pow-
erSouth, and that energy is transmitted to our system so we can 
distribute it to you.

Today, PowerSouth’s energy mix consists of natural gas, 77.2%; 
coal, 18.9%; hydroelectricity, 3.6%; and other renewables, 0.3%. 
But with technological advancements, environmental regulations 
and a new administration in Washington, D.C., change is likely 
on the horizon. So, PowerSouth is taking steps today to ensure a 
safe, reliable and affordable energy supply for the future.

“The long-term power supply plan includes implementing 
cutting-edge technology, construction of a new natural gas gen-
erating plant and utility-scale solar project, and the addition of 
nuclear energy,” says PowerSouth Public Relations Coordinator 
Josh Richards.

PowerSouth projects that by 2026 its energy mix will consist 
of natural gas, 77.0%; nuclear, 10.7%; coal, 6.4%; and renewables 
such as hydro, landfill gas and solar, 5.9%. 

All natural
One of the biggest changes for our power mix in recent years 

has undoubtedly been the closure of the Charles R. Lowman 
Power Plant in Leroy. The first Lowman unit came online in 
1969, and the coal plant was a crucial part of this region’s genera-
tion resources for more than 50 years.

After a proposed fine for the plant’s disposal of coal ash in 
2018, PowerSouth announced that Lowman would close perma-
nently in October 2020. In its place, a new combined-cycle nat-
ural gas facility dubbed the Lowman Energy Center will begin 
generating power by 2023. Once online, it will be able to power 

more than 300,000 homes annually, adding to the output of natu-
ral gas facilities in Gantt and McIntosh, Alabama.

Combined-cycle units use excess heat from powering a natu-
ral gas turbine to boil water for a steam unit, capturing energy 
that otherwise would be wasted. As a result, the Lowman Energy 
Center will have a significant impact on the overall efficiency of 
PowerSouth’s generated power.

With the coal plant’s closure, sulfur dioxide emissions have 
been eliminated and nitrous oxide emissions, which reached 
their maximum in 2009 at nearly 14,000 tons, will be reduced 
to less than 2,000 tons a year. At the same time, carbon dioxide 
emissions will level off at their lowest point in the last 20 years. 
The new plant will also help conserve water, bringing the aver-
age daily usage down from 40 million gallons in 2020 to just 5 
million.

In addition, natural gas prices are projected to remain stable, 
making a combined-cycle plant like the Lowman Energy Center 
a great option for viable, reliable and cost-effective generation for 
the cooperative well into the future.

“Construction of the new Lowman Energy Center is now 
underway,” Richards says. "When complete, the state-of-the-art 
natural gas combined-cycle power plant will be among the most 
technologically advanced, efficient and environmentally sound 
generating plants in the country.”
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How SAEC’s energy provider is preparing for the future
NEXT GENERATION

PowerSouth’s hydroelectric plants 
generate 8 megawatts of electricity, 

enough to power 8,000 homes.
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Clean energy
As reliance on coal decreases, PowerSouth 

sees nuclear and solar energy playing a larger 
role in generating power without air pollut-
ants or green-house gas emissions. Starting in 
November of this year, PowerSouth will begin 
purchasing nuclear power from the Municipal 
Electric Authority of Georgia.

“Adding nuclear energy to our power sup-
ply mix will underscore our ability to supply 
uninterrupted power to our members at an 
affordable cost,” Richards says. “Nuclear is a 
safe and reliable ‘always-on’ power source that 
promotes diversity in PowerSouth’s energy 
portfolio heading into the future.”

This energy will be generated from the Vog-
tle Nuclear Power Plant’s two new units. While 
PowerSouth will not own the plant itself, it will 
be able to purchase a portion of the energy its 
units produce, the first of which will be opera-
tional late this year.

Additionally, as consumer interest in renew-
able energy has increased, PowerSouth has 
kept a close eye on the costs of providing a 
utility-scale solar option to its distribution 
members. Next year, PowerSouth plans to 
launch a solar project in partnership with 
those members.

The project will add up to 80 megawatts of 
solar-generated energy to PowerSouth’s energy 
mix. While solar energy is not currently a solu-
tion for large-scale generation, the new project 
will provide enough electricity to power a por-
tion of the needs for more than 13,200 homes.

“While the energy landscape is shifting, our 
commitment to delivering reliable and afford-
able power remains unchanged,” Richards says. 
“The decisions we make now will affect future 
generations, so we strive to make choices that 
will ensure we can provide reliable, affordable 
electricity for years to come.” 

The Central Generation facility in 
Gantt uses natural gas, steam power 
and hydroelectric generation.

The Vann Plant in Gantt is a combined-cycle 
natural gas facility that provides baseload 
power for approximately 539,000 homes.
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Making a powerful difference
Celebrating Terry Rodgers’ career with SAEC 

No matter where you live or work across the SAEC service 
area, there’s a good chance Terry Rodgers has helped connect 
your power. After his 45-year career as a construction and service 
foreman, Rodgers looks back with gratitude on his recent retire-
ment from the cooperative. 

Rodgers started his career at SAEC in 1976, just four days after 
his 18th birthday, and he’s seen plenty of changes through the 
years.

“When I started, we had two bucket trucks and two line trucks. 
The rest were pickups,” Rodgers says. “It’s changed a lot, but it’s 
been good to me and my family. I’ve really enjoyed it.”

Reflecting on his career 
Other than a short time in lineman school, Rodgers learned 

through on-the-job-training. Initially starting as a grounds-
man, by age 29 he was a construction foreman leading workers 
throughout the service area. Members of Rodgers’ crew spent 
their days connecting new residential and business members, 
and building or rebuilding lines, among other things. 

For the last four years of his career, Rodgers worked as the 
service foreman, which involves connecting and disconnecting 
meters, troubleshooting, working on security lights and lots of 
public interaction. 

“Terry Rodgers’ knowledge of South Alabama runs very deep. 
We used that knowledge to help train newer employees and Terry 
was always willing to teach the new linemen,” says General Man-
ager David Bailey. “I’ve always thought that when Terry told you 
something about the electrical system, you better sit up and write 
it down because it’s that important.”

Regardless of the job title or what was scheduled, Rodgers had 
the same goal each day.

“I tried to send whoever was working with me home just like 
they came to work,” he says. “It’s a lot of dangerous work, and it 
just takes one slip-up. I’m proud no one ever got seriously injured 
on my teams.”

Traveling lineman 
There are very few states across the Southeast that Rodgers 

hasn’t visited to help rebuild after major storms. The hurricanes 
were memorable for Rodgers, particularly Opal.

“When it was over, we didn’t have a single meter left turning,” 
he says of the 1995 Category 4 storm that cut a path of destruc-
tion through the heart of Alabama. “It was five days before we got 
the first substation back up.”

After about two weeks, power was restored with the help of 

more than 200 visiting linemen. At other times, Rodgers returned 
the favor, traveling to restore power for communities in need. 

“There’s a lot of pleasure in it,” Rodgers says. “When you get 
someone’s power back on, it makes you feel good about your job. 
You know you’re making a difference.”

Looking ahead
After 45 years of work, it’s not just Rodgers who looks forward 

to retirement. His wife, Teresa, will also be happy to relax.
“With two kids at home, it was just as much of a job for my 

wife as it’s been for me,” says Rodgers. “Every time I was on call 
or out of town, she was too.”

Now, instead of worrying about the next big storm, Rodgers 
will focus on travel, a nice “honey-do” list and his grandkids, and 
maybe even take up fishing again.

“I won’t miss getting up in the cold weather or the rain,” he 
says. “But I’ll miss the early mornings drinking coffee together. 
I’ll miss seeing everyone and camaraderie. It’s been a great 
career.” 
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Brundidge is 
waiting for you

The mayor and council of the City of Brundidge 

welcome you to stop by for a visit. Enjoy the 

unique small-town atmosphere in a community 

where everyone knows their neighbor.
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SAEC awards scholarships
to Youth Tour winners

Congratulations to this year’s Rural Electric 
Cooperative Youth Tour students! While the  
in-person tours were canceled for 2021, South 
Alabama Electric Cooperative is giving even 
more support to 10 local students as they 
continue their education. Eight students 
will receive a $1,000 scholarship, and two 
will receive $3,000 scholarships in place of 
attending the Washington Youth Tour. 

$3,000 scholarships

$1,000 scholarships

Olivia Parker  
Zion Chapel High School

Abby Whiddon 
Crenshaw Christian 

Academy

Dee Allen 
Pike Liberal Arts School

Ella Cate Gunter 
Pike Liberal Arts School

Tucker Kilcrease 
Brantley High School

Owen Russell 
Luverne High School

Nicholas Stewart 
Luverne High School

Catherine Stockstill 
Pike Liberal Arts School

Darrien Tidwell 
Highland Home  

High School

Summer Waters 
Luverne High School


