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Powering growth
David Bailey, General Manager

When South Alabama Electric Cooperative 
was founded in June 1937, it had one mission: 
to light up the rural areas of South Alabama. 
For many of those areas, agriculture was at 
the center of the local economy. But those 
farms didn’t have access to the new electric 
power necessary to develop their products.

Any farmers skeptical of the impact of elec-
tric power only needed to look at what Henry 
John Heinz was up to if they wanted to see 
how its use was transforming the industry. In 
the late 1800s, industrial plants were powered 
by oil and coal. But Heinz was getting ready 
to jump-start the food processing business.

Heinz’s first product was horseradish, but 
the company he founded at the age of 25 
went bankrupt. Determined to keep at it, he 
started another business and made a splash 
with its now famous tomato ketchup. To this 
day, I think you can put Heinz ketchup on just 
about everything.

With the success of his new product, Heinz 
risked everything once again by building the 
largest food processing facility in the world. 
His new factory used electricity, still a new 
technology at the time, to improve safety for 
his workers. Fire was one of the biggest causes 
of death in industrial plants, and his new 
facility was designed to be completely fire 
resistant, complete with an electric fireproof-
ing system and electric-powered fire alarms.

Years before Henry Ford’s famous assem-
bly lines, the Heinz factory also included a 
continuous flow system and assembly line 
techniques. In addition to such innovations 
and the measures taken to protect employees, 
Heinz’s company was the only food manufac-
turer to support the Pure Food & Drug Act 
of 1906, lobbying for quality and cleanliness 
from food producers. Heinz even packaged its 
products in clear glass so customers could see 
the quality.

Perhaps the best testament to Heinz’s char-
acter can be found in his profession of faith at 
the start of his will. He wrote, “I desire to set 
forth, at the very beginning of this Will, as the 
most important item in it, a confession of my 
faith in Jesus Christ as my Savior.”

Many of our members may not realize it, 
but our cooperative owes a great deal to H.J. 
Heinz for paving the way for the electrical 
industrial plants we have now. Among those 
is the Wayne Farms Food Processing Plant in 
north Coffee County, which wouldn’t exist as 
it does today without those early innovations.

Wayne Farms is one of the largest loads 
on our system, and it’s also a great economic 
partner for this area. In 2018, the company 
invested millions of dollars into expansion of 
its Coffee County plant and is now the larg-
est employer in the county, even working 
with local poultry farmers to supply process-
ing. You can read more about Wayne Farms 
and its partnership with us in this magazine. 
Much like SAEC, the company has shown 
its dedication to this community, and we are 
proud to serve its electric power needs.

So the next time you sit down to eat 
a chicken sandwich from Chick-fil-A or 
Zaxby’s, take a moment to think about all 
the effort and dedication that goes into its 
making. Think of the rural poultry farmers 
who raised the chickens, Wayne Farms that 
processed them and even your own electric 
cooperative that provided the power to do it 
all.

And when you top your sandwich or 
chicken nuggets with some ketchup from 
Heinz, be thankful for the American entre-
preneurship that drove him to develop one of 
the tastiest condiments in the world. I know I 
will. See you next month. 

Ben Fox
District 4
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Mailing address
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081

Phone
334-566-2060
800-556-2060

Website
www.southaec.com

Find us here: 

T f

Payment Options
SAEC App 
Available from the App Store and  
Google Play

BY MAIL
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081

WEBSITE
www.southaec.com

PHONE PAYMENTS
877-566-0611, credit cards accepted

NIGHT DEPOSITORY
Available at our Highway 231 office, 
day or night

PAYMENT POINTS
Regions Bank - Troy branch
Troy Bank and Trust - all branch locations
1st National Bank of Brundidge and Troy
First Citizens - Luverne branch
Banks Buy Rite - Banks
Country 1 Stop - Honoraville

IN PERSON
13192 U.S. 231, Troy, AL 36081
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Questions?

For questions concerning Capital Credits, 
contact: capital.credits@southaec.com

For questions concerning Billing, contact:
billing@southaec.com

For questions concerning Construction, 
contact: construction@southaec.com

Staying on top of the latest news and events can be challenging. But thanks to the SAEC 
app, keeping pace with your cooperative has never been easier. The app links you to every-
thing you need to know about the latest cooperative news, outage updates and the status 
of your own electric account.

• My account — View your account infor-
mation and manage account settings.

• Pay now — Make a payment wherever 
and whenever you want.

• Messages — Get important information 
from SAEC about your account or the 
electric system.

• View outages — See where currently 
reported outages are and if an outage has 
been reported in your area.

• Report outage — Let us know about a 
new outage in your area.

• Contact us — Quickly find our phone 
number and directions to the office.

• Follow us — Visit our Facebook page for 
even more news and updates about your 
cooperative.

GET CONNECTED 
with the SAEC APP

The SAEC app is available at the App Store 
and the Google Play Store. 



Wayne Farms had a few things on its 
wish list when it came to choosing a home 
for a major plant expansion in 2017. It had 
to be somewhere the poultry producer 
had an established presence, access to 
transportation and a ready workforce, and 
strong electric partners.

“In this business electricity is critical,” 
says Area Complex Manager Brad Wil-
liams. “We can’t just stop. We’re working 
with a perishable product, and we’d be out 
of business if we did that. So it was a top 
priority to have a developed relationship 
with electric providers like South Ala-
bama Electric and PowerSouth.”

With all those considerations in play, 
Coffee County was the clear choice for 
Wayne Farms’ new processing plant. The 
company broke ground on the $110 mil-
lion project in December 2017, and the 
new facility opened in May 2018, creating 
400 new jobs.

“It has had a huge impact for Wayne 

Farms and South Alabama,” Williams 
says. “We increased our production in 
Enterprise by 40%, meaning that our three 
locations in South Alabama now make up 
about a third of the company’s produc-
tion.”

The new processing plant was also 
designed from the ground up for a new 
premium product line: Naked Truth 
Chicken. While Wayne Farms has tradi-
tionally provided high-quality chicken to 
popular chains like Chick-fil-A and Zax-
by’s, the Naked Truth brand is available 
directly to consumers at high-end stores 
like Whole Foods. 

“We developed the new brand based 
on what our customers were interested in 
purchasing, such as chicken raised with 
stricter animal welfare standards and an 
all-natural, antibiotic-free diet,” Williams 
says. “The new plant gives us an opportu-
nity to distribute a brand under our own 
name.”

Nothing but the truth
For Naked Truth Chicken to meet 

those high standards, Wayne Farms had 
to rethink its process, from the chicken 
houses to the final product. It starts with 
farming partners across South Alabama 
who ensure their birds are getting natural 
light and a vegetable diet free of any ani-
mal byproducts.

From there, the birds are transported 
to the plant by trailer in large drawers. 
Then, they are unloaded onto a conveyor 
belt that automatically unstacks each con-
tainer. Using a mix of carbon dioxide and 
oxygen, employees humanely incapacitate 
the birds before moving them to a second 
conveyor for the next stage of processing.
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Birds of a 
FEATHER

Wayne Farms, SAEC partnership 
brings new opportunities

Wayne Farms’ Enterprise expansion 
began production in May 2018.

Each bird is inspected by the USDA.
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Once the birds have been slaughtered, the feath-
ers have been removed and edible parts of the 
animal have been separated, each is washed and 
inspected by Wayne Farms employees and USDA 
officials. After being chilled for an hour, the chicken 
is then hung for automatic weighing and grading.

“That technology looks at each piece for flaws or 
issues with the meat,” Williams says. “From there, 
we can take each bird and put it on one of three 
different lines, depending on its size and what we 
want the finished product to be.”

Afterward, Wayne Farms uses smart technology 
to debone the birds and put them through an X-ray 
scanner. If any bones are detected, those pieces are 
checked by hand. When cleared, the meats can 
either be packaged fresh or moved on for further 
processing, such as cutting them into shapes suit-
able for nuggets or sandwiches.

To do this, the facility uses a computerized por-
tioner that cuts the meat with a high-powered 
water jet. Each of these machines can cut approx-
imately 100 pieces per minute. Then each piece is 
either marinated or packaged fresh, ready to be fro-
zen and delivered across the country that day.

Feeding growth
As the production standards at the Enterprise 

plant have increased, so has Wayne Farms’ need to 
work with reliable poultry farmers. Williams esti-
mates the company is partnered with hundreds of 
local farm families across South Alabama. And the 
higher standards for Naked Truth Chicken give 
them even more responsibility.  

“A big part of their job is to make sure that com-
mitment to animal welfare happens,” Williams 
says. “They have to make sure they’re on top of the 
nutrition, the equipment for feeding and the envi-
ronment. So it’s very important for us to work with 
people we can trust.”

The new project meant expanding the compa-
ny’s longtime relationships with its farm families, 
like the Shelleys at Beaver Creek Farm in Henry 
County, and creating new partnerships with others, 
like the Snellgroves in Coffee County. The Snell-
groves began growing chickens for Wayne Farms in 
2015.

Williams estimates that Wayne Farms’ growth 
has led to approximately $60 million invested by 
local farms throughout South Alabama. These 
investments contribute to a $9 million increase to 
local farm payrolls each year. In addition, the com-
pany bought 3 million bushels of corn from local 
farms last year for its feed mill in Ozark.

“The economic impact has been huge for the 
area, and it just shows our commitment to the 
local community,” Williams says. “We’re proud to 
do it because we have worked with so many great 
farmers as long as we’ve been in this state — great 
people who are pillars of the community and the 
backbone of Alabama. We’re proud to work with 
them.” 

Enterprise ground-breaking, 
December 2017

Enterprise employees package 
chicken for transport.

South Alabama makes up a third of 
Wayne Farms’ production between 
Dothan, Enterprise and Ozark.

Wayne Farms added its Dothan 
facility in 2013.
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Johnny
Garrett 
joins SAEC board as 
District 1 trustee

SAEC General Manager David Bailey 
met Johnny Garrett during preparation 
for the cooperative’s 2020 annual meet-
ing. The drive-thru meeting was a change 
to the traditional format, and Garrett was 
eager to help out wherever he could.

“We had to do a lot of preparation for 
the roads and set up tents. Johnny was 
always there willing to help,” says Bailey. 
“He was out there with his tractor one eve-
ning smoothing the paths for members to 
drive on, and I said to myself, ‘He would 
be an excellent trustee for the members of 
the cooperative.’”

Shortly thereafter, the board’s search 
committee voted unanimously for Gar-
rett to fill the seat vacated by Bill Hixon 
to represent members in District 1. By 
November, he was sitting in on his first 
meeting of the board of trustees.

Garrett is no stranger to local leader-
ship. He has been an active member of 
the Pike County Cattlemen’s Association 
for almost 20 years. He has served on the 
board for 18 of those years, acting as pres-
ident for three of them. He has also served 
as treasurer for 14 years and continues to 
fill that role today.

Now retired after nearly 50 years in 
the grocery business, Garrett tends to the 
cows and hay fields on his farm when he 
isn’t giving back to his community. It’s a 
schedule that keeps him busy, but he has 
never been afraid of hard work.

“I pride myself on never giving up and 
staying at something until I get it solved,” 
says Garrett. “You learn that fast on the 
farm. There are so many things to do and 
some of them you may not know how to 
do. But if you keep trying, you’ll figure it 
out.”

Garrett also enjoys reading novels, 
taking the occasional fishing break and 
spending time with his wife of 55 years, 
their three kids, 10 grandchildren and 
seven great-grandchildren. 

It was his desire to serve his family, 

friends and the community he loves that 
ultimately drove Garrett to join the SAEC 
board. And while Bailey values Garrett’s 
leadership experience and keen mind 
for business, it’s that desire to serve he 
believes is most valuable.

“The most important thing our search 
committee looks for in a candidate is a 
servant heart, a humble spirit and the will-
ingness to do what’s right for the mem-
bership of the cooperative,” says Bailey. “I 
think it’s that attitude that will make him a 
great trustee for SAEC.” 
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COME IN,WE’RE OPEN!

Brundidge

www.brundidgealabama.com
FROM YOUR HOME TO YOUR OFFICE ...

FOR ENTERTAINMENT AND ENJOYMENT ...
We have what 

you need!
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