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After six months of interning for SAEC on 
school breaks, Aaron Hendrick joins the 
cooperative full time and is excited to 
serve the members. Read the full story 
on Page 8.

F E A T U R E S

 5 Scholarship opportunity    
High school seniors can now apply for 
the Electric Cooperative Foundation 
scholarship.  

 6 Home sweet home    
SAEC members are just months away 
from a new cooperative building.  

 44 XXXX   
XXXX XXXXX  

XXXXX XXXXXX
Xxxx

ALABAMA LIVING is delivered to 
some 420,000 Alabama families and 
businesses, which are members of 
22 not-for-profit, consumer-owned, 
locally directed and taxpaying electric 
cooperatives. Subscriptions are $12 
a year for individuals not subscribing 
through participating Alabama electric 
cooperatives. Alabama Living (USPS 
029-920) is published monthly by the 
Alabama Rural Electric Association 
of Cooperatives. Periodicals postage 
paid at Montgomery, Alabama, and at 
additional mailing office. 

POSTMASTER send forms 3579 to: 
Alabama Living, P.O. Box 244014 
Montgomery,  Alabama 36124-4014. 

ALABAMA RURAL ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION
AREA President
 Fred Braswell
Editor
 Lenore Vickrey
Managing Editor
 Allison Law
Creative Director
 Mark Stephenson 
Art Director
 Danny Weston
Advertising  Director
 Jacob Johnson
Graphic Designer/Ad Coordinator 
 Brooke Echols 
Communications Coordinator 
 Laura Stewart

ADVERTISING & EDITORIAL OFFICES:
340 TechnaCenter Drive
Montgomery, Alabama 36117-6031
1-800-410-2737
For advertising, email:  
 advertising@areapower.com
For editorial inquiries, email:  
 contact@alabamaliving.coop

NATIONAL ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVE:
American MainStreet Publications
611 South Congress Ave., Suite 504
Austin, Texas 78704
1-800-626-1181
www.AMP.coop
www.alabamaliving.coop

USPS 029-920 • ISSN 1047-0311

Printed in America
from American materials

Get our FREE monthly email newsletter!
Sign up at alabamaliving.coop

Look for this logo
 to see more

content online!u
ON THE COVER

6



4 JANUARY 2021 www.alabamaliving.coop

Board of Trustees

Glenn Reeder
District 7

District 1

Douglas Green
Secretary/Treasurer

District 6

Delaney Kervin
Vice President

District 5

James Shaver
President

District 2

James May
At Large

Raymond Trotter
District 3

A new year of life, 
liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness
David Bailey, General Manager

After a year littered with storms, viruses, 
civil unrest and election messes, I could not 
help but start the new year by reflecting on 
our founding documents.

The Declaration of Independence states, 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”

Abraham Lincoln called the declaration “a 
rebuke and a stumbling-block to tyranny and 
oppression.” Think about that quote, because 
those words are commanding. The Declara-
tion of Independence continues to inspire 
people around the world to fight for freedom 
and equality. In my opinion, only the Bible 
gives the world more hope. 

Later, the Constitution added, “We the 
People of the United States, in order to form 
a more perfect union …,” reflecting our goal 
to always improve this nation. Perfection will 
never be obtained in this world, but we must 
keep working toward it.

When Gen. George Washington was nom-
inated to serve as our first president, he was 
embarrassed. He felt he lacked the qualifi-
cations, and he apologized for any errors he 
might make. The father of our country knew 
he was not perfect and would make mistakes 
governing the new nation. Even so, the vote 
of the Electoral College was unanimous. So 
let me say this clearly: No president, senator, 
representative or any government official has 
been perfect in their thoughts, governing or 
life. We should not judge them, because we are 
not perfect.

I have also been thinking about a field trip 
I took in the sixth grade to Karlsruhe, West 
Germany. The year was 1972, and Germany 
was divided. East Germany was controlled 
by communism, and West Germany was gov-
erned by democracy. Our trip took us by train 
through East Germany.

I remember arriving at the East German 
border in the middle of the night and being 
removed from the train by soldiers armed 
with submachine guns. While everyone waited 
outside the train, soldiers searched it from top 
to bottom, including all of our stuff. They did 
not repack your luggage either, which made 
all of us furious at having to do it again in the 
middle of the night.

Later, when we arrived in West Berlin, we 
toured the famous Berlin Wall crossing point 
known as Checkpoint Charlie and learned 
about all the plans people came up with to 
cross over to freedom. As sixth graders, we did 
not fully understand why these people were 
risking their lives to get to the West. We had 
always been free to do whatever we wanted.

Later, touring the west side of the wall with 
an armed West German soldier, we could see 
over the wall into East Berlin. I remember 
there were no cars or people walking around 
on the east side of this beautiful city. There 
were only guard towers, barbed wire barriers 
and the wall itself.

As the years passed, that field trip proved to 
be a huge life lesson, showing me what liberty 
and freedom meant. I’m thankful my parents 
were brave enough to allow me to attend a trip 
through a communist country. While there, 
I even managed to get a loose rock from the 
wall that I still have today.

In this month’s magazine, we are giving 
members an updated look at their new coop-
erative home. You can also learn more about 
Aaron Hendrick, our newest electrical engi-
neer. I’m so thankful to have this local man’s 
talent and intellect to serve the members of 
South Alabama Electric Cooperative.

Until next month, think about what Pres-
ident Lincoln said about our Declaration of 
Independence and how blessed we are to be 
U.S. citizens. Never take life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness for granted. I pray for the 
year 2021 to be just a normal year. 

Ben Fox
District 4
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SAEC Service AreaSAEC Service Area

Mailing address
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081

Phone
334-566-2060
800-556-2060

Website
www.southaec.com

Find us here: 

T f

Payment Options
SAEC App 
Available from the App Store and  
Google Play

BY MAIL
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081

WEBSITE
www.southaec.com

PHONE PAYMENTS
877-566-0611, credit cards accepted

NIGHT DEPOSITORY
Available at our Highway 231 office, 
day or night

PAYMENT POINTS
Regions Bank - Troy branch
Troy Bank and Trust - all branch locations
1st National Bank of Brundidge and Troy
First Citizens - Luverne branch
Banks Buy Rite - Banks
Country 1 Stop - Honoraville

IN PERSON
13192 U.S. 231, Troy, AL 36081
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Questions?

For questions concerning Capital Credits, 
contact: capital.credits@southaec.com

For questions concerning Billing, contact:
billing@southaec.com

For questions concerning Construction, 
contact: construction@southaec.com

South Alabama Electric Coopera-
tive is dedicated to supporting our 
community by presenting schol-
arships to deserving high school 
seniors. For over 20 years, we have 
awarded $1,000 Electric Coopera-
tive Foundation scholarships to stu-
dents planning to attend an accred-
ited four-year college, junior college, 
technical school or vocational school. 

SAEC is now accepting applica-
tions for the 2021 Electric Coop-
erative Foundation Scholarship, 
which is open to any senior who is 
a dependent of an SAEC member at 
the time their application is submit-
ted and through to their graduation. 

If you would like to apply or you know 
a student who should be considered, 
visit southaec.com/scholarship to 
download an application today. All 
applications and attachments must be 
signed, completed and submitted to: 

Electric Cooperative Foundation
P.O. Box 244014
Montgomery, AL 36124 

Applications must be signed by both 
the student applying for the schol-
arship and the parent or guardian 
of the applicant. Completed appli-
cations must be received at the 
ECF office no later than Feb. 12. 

The Electric Cooperative Founda-
tion was established in 1997 as a way 
for Alabama electric cooperatives to 
give back to their communities. Since 
then, the foundation has awarded 
more than $1,048,000 in scholar-
ships to students throughout the state. 

In 2021, the foundation will award 
scholarships to students in each of the 
21 districts established by the ECF’s 
board of directors. While the board 
may ask SAEC to offer input on the 
applications it receives, the final deci-
sion for all scholarship recipients lies 
with the foundation’s board. 

Apply Now!



South Alabama Electric Cooperative 
first announced its plan to build a new 
home in summer 2019. This summer, just 
two years later, members will see those 
plans come to fruition.

Some members may have already 
noticed the walls and brickwork going 
up around the administrative portion of 
the new building. While the cooperative’s 
office staff are eagerly awaiting the build-
ing’s completion, some SAEC employ-
ees have already had the chance to take 
advantage of other new facilities. 

Construction of a warehouse and fleet 
area was completed last summer, so the 
cooperative’s linemen and construction 
crews have enjoyed the space since Labor 
Day. For General Manager David Bailey, 
the advantages of that new facility are 
already clear.

“As much as we had outgrown our cur-
rent building, when it comes to employ-
ees, we had also outgrown our storage,” he 
says. “We’ve got transformers, breakers, 
regulators, capacitors and so much more. 
Now, it’s all accessible so our crews can get 
to it without having to move everything 
around.”

With four construction crews and four 
service crews preparing each morning for  
work, that extra room is crucial to keep-
ing operations running smoothly. It also 
helps protect members’ investment in the 
cooperative’s equipment.

“Everything is under cover, where 
before it wasn’t, so things are able to stay 
cleaner and in better condition,” says Ron-
ald Wade, manager of engineering and 
operations. “Those are expensive pieces of 
equipment, and keeping them out of the 
elements means they can last longer.”

A local touch
SAEC leaders want its new facility to 

feel like home when members enter its 
lobby and offices for the first time, right 
down to the building material. One way 
cooperative leaders decided to accomplish 
this was by using wood from the property.

As plans for the new building took 
shape and construction began, it became 
clear that many trees would need to be 
cleared.

“Many of these trees were there when 
our current building was constructed,” 
Bailey says. “They’re old-growth pines 

that we’re thinking might be around 100 
years old. So we didn’t want to just destroy 
them. Instead, we decided they could give 
the new building a unique look.”

As the finishing touches are put on the 
new facility, that wood will be used to give 
the boardroom, offices and hallways a bit 
of local flavor. It will also be the foun-
dation for a special “Member Wall” in 
the lobby which will recognize some of 
SAEC’s largest industrial accounts.

“It’s a way for us to be good stewards 
of the environment,” says Andy Kimbro, 
manager of member services. “At the 
same time, we can mark how the cooper-
ative has changed over time and give our 
new home a special touch of history.”

For the community
Once complete, SAEC’s goal is for 

the new facility to be a great place for 
employees to work and for members to 
handle cooperative business. The hope 
is that it will be an asset to the commu-
nity at large. That starts with a new and 
improved community room open to local 
civic groups.

Some members may recall that SAEC’s 

SAEC’s new home will immediately provide 
more room for staff and storage and is also 
designed for future expansion.
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New year, new home
SAEC nears completion on new building
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current building had a simi-
lar community room available 
years ago. Its limited size, place-
ment far from the kitchen and 
security issues that required 
it to be unavailable when the 
offices were closed, however, 
were problematic. Eventually, it 
became a space primarily used 
for cooperative business.

“We hated that. There’s noth-
ing like this our community can 
use, and it was important for us 
to use this opportunity to give 
back,” Kimbro says. “It’s one of 
our core principles to support 
the community, but it was also 
just the right thing to do.”

The new community room 
is structured so that it can host 
community events for civic and 
economic development groups. 
It is expected to accommodate 
more than 250 people and seat 
more than 150 for dinners.

While members can look for-
ward to visiting their new coop-
erative building late this sum-
mer, the facility is also designed 
for the potential of future expan-
sion and adjustments. That 
includes two sites prepared for 
electric charging stations as elec-
tric vehicles become more com-
mon along Highway 231.

“We’re really trying to think 
ahead and incorporate every-
thing we might reasonably need 
in the future,” Bailey says.

And while the 2020 storm 
season was brutal for SAEC 
and surrounding cooperatives, 
those challenges helped clarify 
the need for a new place to call 
home. It even provided inspi-
ration for some improvements 
along the way.

“Through the storms we’ve 
experienced and seen other 
cooperatives go through, it’s 
been a reminder that you can’t 
wait until a crisis hits to build 
something you need,” Kimbro 
says. “It showed us what we’re 
doing right and some things we 
can still tweak in the process 
so we build something for our 
members that will last for a long 
time to come.” 

The new office will feature wood from 
trees that have been on the property since 
construction on the current building began.

SAEC’s new building will feature a 
community room for civic events 

available at all hours.

Construction on SAEC’s new 
building is expected to be 
complete later this summer.
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HERE 
TO STAY
Aaron Hendrick 
joins SAEC full 
time as electrical 
engineer

Aaron Hendrick joined South Ala-
bama Electric Cooperative as a full-time 
employee in December 2019. He is a 2015 
graduate of Crenshaw Christian Academy, 
and he attended Troy University before 
finishing his bachelor’s of engineering 
degree last year at Auburn University. He 
previously worked part time for SAEC as 
a groundsman and engineering assistant 
during his summer and Christmas breaks 
while in college. He is now working to 
earn his professional engineering license.

Q: What are your responsibilities as an 
electrical engineer?
A: I maintain the metering technology to 
ensure we get dependable and accurate 
readings. I inspect the substations and the 
three-phase breakers monthly. I record 
data for system improvements. In the case 
of a major storm, l report the damages to 
the dispatchers so they can get the mate-
rial and manpower needed to restore the 
outages.

Q: What made you want to join the 
SAEC team?
A: I worked part time while attending col-
lege. I liked the environment of the coop-
erative and their attitude toward the mem-
bers. 

Q: What is your favorite part of the job?
A: I like working with new technology 
and electricity. My job takes new technol-
ogy and uses it to make SAEC as efficient 
as possible. I like that my time is spent 
equally in the office and in the field. I like 
that I am familiar with the area and some 
of the members.

Q: What do you think is the most 
important impact SAEC has on its com-
munity?

A: When I was a junior in high school, I 
went on the co-op Youth Tour with SAEC. 
I enjoyed the experience, and I would 
recommend it to others. I also think the 
scholarship opportunity is a great way 
to help the community. The service area 
depends on us to keep the power on.

Q: What is your favorite thing to do 
when you aren’t working?
A: I spend my free time hunting, fish-
ing and hanging out with my girlfriend, 
Madyson; my family; and Remi, my choc-
olate Labrador retriever. I enjoy staying 
outside and staying busy.
 

Q: Who is the most inspiring person in 
your life?
A: My grandfather Jimmy Baggett. His 
dad, Andrew, helped install the first 
electricity in the Glenwood area. He is 
a plumber and electrician, and he also 
taught me about electricity. He is a hard 
worker and very detail oriented in his 
work. My dad, Michael, also taught me 
how to work hard and always have goals to 
work toward in your life.

Q: What is the best piece of advice you 
have ever been given?
A: “I believe in work, hard work. I believe 
in education, which gives me the knowl-
edge to work wisely and trains my mind 
and hands to work skillfully.” — The 
Auburn Creed. 

Hendrick joins SAEC after months 
of part-time work while studying 

at Auburn University.
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from the city of

From our families to yours, everyone at City Hall wishes you a safe 
and prosperous new year! Thank you for making our community 

a great place to live and a wonderful place to call home.

The last year was challenging, but we came through it with a greater 
appreciation for the things that matter most. We welcome 2021 with 

blessings, goodwill and the hope that your new year is the best one yet!

Happy New Year from Mayor Isabell Boyd and the Brundidge City Council!
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Many people think the key to keeping their electric bill consistent is leaving their thermostat at 
the same temperature all year. The truth is that even if the temperature in your home remains 

unchanged, your heating system has to work harder to maintain it during colder months.

Fortunately, keeping your electric bill under control during the winter months 
doesn’t have to be complicated. Try a few of these simple steps around your home 

to see how much of a difference it can make on your monthly electric bill.

STAY WARM & SAVE 
this winter

1. Check your insulation — Just because 
you don’t see your home’s insulation every 
day doesn’t mean you should ignore it. 
Ensuring your home is properly insulated 
is one of the best ways to keep your bill 
down, during both hot and cold months.

2. Get a programmable thermostat — 
Newer thermostats let you control the 
temperature of your home based on 
when you’re there and when you’re out. 
Save money during the day by setting 
a base temperature for when you’re out 
and about, and set another so that the 
thermostat will adjust the temperature to 
comfortable levels before you get home.

3. Check the seal on doors and windows 
— Most homes lose about 20% of their 
heat around windows and doors. Make 
sure those gaps are properly sealed so 
that your home’s heating system isn’t 
working harder than it needs to.

4. Adjust your water heater temperature 
— By default, most water heaters are 
set to 140 degrees F when installed. 
Most people, however, don’t need 
that much heat. Lowering that setting 
to 120 degrees can save 6% to 10% 
on your electric bill each month.

5. Dress for the weather — Reaching for 
the thermostat doesn’t always have to be 
the first resort when you’re feeling a chill. 
Instead, pull on a sweatshirt and a pair 
of warm socks to stay comfortable while 
keeping your electric bill under control.

6. Let the sun in — Keep blinds and curtains 
open during the day to let the sun 
naturally heat your home. At night, keep 
them closed to help trap heat inside.

7. Use LED lighting — LED bulbs 
use 75% less energy than standard 
bulbs. They also last longer.

8. Only heat the rooms you use — Don’t 
waste electricity by warming rooms no 
one is using, particularly spaces that aren’t 
insulated, like a garage, attic or storage 
room. If you have areas not being used, 
such as a guest room, keep their vents 
closed to save on the cost of heating them.


