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Bringing back  
the drive-in
David Bailey, General Manager

One of my favorite movie experiences as a kid 
came at a drive-in theater. For our younger read-
ers, drive-ins were very popular back in the ’50s 
and ’60s. You could buy popcorn, candy and a 
drink, much like you would in a movie theater 
today. But instead of watching from a seat inside 
a theater, you would hang a speaker on your 
window and watch the movie on the big screen 
from the comfort of your car.

I remember one occasion when my mother 
and aunt decided to take all of us kids to the 
drive-in for a triple feature of Sergio Leone’s 
Man With No Name trilogy: “A Fistful of Dol-
lars,” “For a Few Dollars More” and “The Good, 
the Bad and the Ugly.” I remember loving those 
spaghetti westerns, especially watching Clint 
Eastwood in his iconic outfit. I think he wore the 
same hat, the same vest and had the same little 
bitty cigars burning in the side of his mouth in 
each movie.

This year, South Alabama Electric Cooper-
ative is hoping to bring some of that drive-in 
theater nostalgia to our annual meeting. Like a 
drive-in movie, you won’t lose much from the 
traditional annual meeting experience. Mem-
bers will still be able to register and vote for the 
trustees they want to represent them. And you 
will get a free lunch, a gift bag and be entered 
into a prize drawing held later.

And while you won’t have to pay to get in, like 
a drive-in theater, you will get paid for partici-
pating. Each member who shows up to register 
and vote will receive a $50 bill credit on their 
account. But before anyone thinks about making 
multiple trips, there will be just one credit for 
each member account.

The board of trustees decided on this format 
because this cooperative’s history of democratic 
member control is too important to just skip 
for a year. You can also expect to see our annual 
report for the year in the pages of this magazine, 
giving members the usual look at the financial 
condition of your electric cooperative.

We won’t be screening Clint Eastwood mov-
ies, as much as I would personally enjoy that. 
But each person who attends will be able to 
enjoy a sack lunch with a hamburger, chips and 
bottle of water. And most importantly, you will 
still have the chance to make your voice heard in 
how your cooperative is run.

 

You may have noticed that this is the second 
month in a row we have dedicated pages in 
the magazine to explain these changes. That is 
because the annual meeting is the most import-
ant event we host each year. 

As I wrote in last month’s column, we aren’t 
always good at dealing with change. But we feel 
strongly that this process will make it possible to 
continue living our cooperative principles while 
keeping our community safe. So be sure to read 
up on what has changed, get your registration 
card, drive through our annual meeting and col-
lect your $50 bill credit. That’s a pretty good gig.

In this magazine, you’ll also find details about 
how to register for next year’s Youth Tour. If you 
have been an SAEC member for a while, you’ll 
know how passionate we are about supporting 
our youth. It’s a cliche to say they are our future, 
but they really are. We should always be training 
young people in our lives, whether it’s to be better 
employees, good citizens or responsible adults.

While this year’s Washington Youth Tour ulti-
mately had to be canceled, our expectation is that 
next year’s program will go off without a hitch. 
It is a great experience, so I hope schools will 
encourage students in the SAEC coverage area to 
get their applications in and start preparing for 
the interview process.

Finally, a quick update on the new building. As 
I reported in an earlier issue, the new warehouse 
is complete, and I can now announce that the old 
warehouse is kaput. I was genuinely amazed at 
just how fast they were able to tear the old facil-
ity down. By the time you read this, our members 
should be able to see the first structures for the 
main building going up.

We are excited about the completion of this 
process and the chance to welcome members to 
their new facility. I’m sure our members who reg-
ularly visit the office will also be happy to no lon-
ger have to navigate the constant construction. 
And our neighbors will be relieved to no longer 
feel the rattling of construction equipment. 

I may just have to put on one of those Clint 
Eastwood movies to celebrate when the whole 
process is over. I encourage all of our members 
to recapture some of the magic of those drive-in 
theaters themselves by taking part in our drive-
thru annual meeting. As Clint would say, “Go 
ahead, make our annual meeting.” 

Ben Fox
District 4
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Contact Information

DON’T MISS THE 2020 
SAEC ANNUAL MEETING
Tuesday, Oct. 27 | Pike County Cattlemen’s Association complex in Troy
Make your voice heard at this year’s socially distanced annual meeting.  
Register, vote and enter prize drawings, all without leaving your car.

£¤331

£¤29

£¤29

£¤29

£¤331

£¤231

LOWNDES MONTGOMERY
BULLOCK

BARBOUR

DALE

COFFEE

CRENSHAW

PIKE

COVINGTON

BUTLER

   Honoraville

Highland
Home

Petrey

Luverne

Glenwood

Brantley

Springhill

Troy

Goshen

Shellhorn

Shady
Grove

China 
Grove

Saco

Josie

Banks

Brundidge

New Hope
Victoria

Jack

Henderson

SAEC Service AreaSAEC Service Area

Mailing address
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081

Phone
334-566-2060
800-556-2060

Website
www.southaec.com

Find us here: 

T f

Payment Options
SAEC App 
Available from the App Store and  
Google Play

BY MAIL
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081

WEBSITE
www.southaec.com

PHONE PAYMENTS
877-566-0611, credit cards accepted

NIGHT DEPOSITORY
Available at our Highway 231 office, 
day or night

PAYMENT POINTS
Regions Bank - Troy branch
Troy Bank and Trust - all branch locations
1st National Bank of Brundidge and Troy
First Citizens - Luverne branch
Banks Buy Rite - Banks
Country 1 Stop - Honoraville

IN PERSON
13192 U.S. 231, Troy, AL 36081
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Questions?

For questions concerning Capital Credits, 
contact: capital.credits@southaec.com

For questions concerning Billing, contact:
billing@southaec.com

For questions concerning Construction, 
contact: construction@southaec.com

SCHEDULE 
• 10 a.m. — The drive-thru annual meeting begins.

• SAEC asks members not to arrive before this time to prevent traffic 
congestion in drive-thru lanes.

• Bring your annual meeting registration card, received by mail, to register.

• Members will receive a goody bag and hamburger from the cooperative.

• Every member who registers and votes will be entered for the door prize 
drawings to be held at a later date.

• 2 p.m. — The drive thru-annual meeting ends.

DIRECTIONS
• Enter Cattleman Complex from Highway 231.

• Follow directions to the registration area.

• There will be three drive-thru lines available to register and vote. Have your 
registration card ready.

• When done, exit behind the Pike County Cattlemen’s complex onto Pike 
County Road 5520 and follow the signs to return back Highway 231.

Everybody wins!
Each member who registers 

and votes will receive a credit to their 
electric bill.

$50



South Alabama Electric Cooperative has been proud to con-
duct our annual meeting the same way for more than 35 years. 
While our older members might remember different locations 
for the annual get-together, the agenda has always been familiar. 
We come together as a cooperative to share good food, the fel-
lowship of our neighbors and quality entertainment. Then we get 
down to business with elections and a rundown of the state of the 
cooperative for everyone present.

This year, the potential health risks associated with such a large 
gathering required us to rethink that tradition. The safety of our 
members and employees is always the highest priority at SAEC, 
and it quickly became apparent to the board of trustees there was 
no safe way to hold this year’s annual meeting in the usual for-
mat.

In a normal year, we would be excited to welcome between 
1,200 and 1,500 members to our annual meeting. Even at a facil-
ity the size of the Pike County Cattlemen’s complex, there would 
be no way to host that many people while observing the neces-
sary social distancing protocols to keep our members safe.

Still, the annual meeting is too important for our cooperative 
to simply skip it. Not only is it a time when we come together as a 
community, but it is also part of SAEC’s core mission.

Democratic member control is one of our seven cooperative 
principles that guide everything we do. And there is nowhere 
our members get to participate in that democratic process more 
than at the annual meeting. Members have the chance to voice 
their ideas and concerns directly to cooperative leaders and cast 
votes for who they think should represent them on the board of 
trustees. 

In order to preserve that member participation while still pro-
tecting our community, SAEC’s leadership and board decided to 
hold this year’s annual meeting in a new drive-thru format. As 
you can see on the following page, it will work a little differently 
from our usual event. But most importantly, it will be just as easy 
for members to make their voices heard.

A live performance is the only part of the traditional annual 
meeting missing from this year’s event. Each member will still 
receive a goody bag, get a sack lunch and be included in a draw-
ing to win door prizes.

In fact, every member who registers and votes will be a win-
ner, because each will receive a $50 credit to their electric bill the 
following month. Members will only receive one credit per mem-
bership. For example, if a member has five separate accounts they 
will only receive one $50 bill credit.

We know these changes may be difficult for some members, 
but you can be confident that all of us at SAEC are hard at work 
making sure every step of the process runs smoothly. The Pike 
County Sheriff ’s Department will be present to help direct traffic, 
and cooperative employees will be positioned all along the traffic 
route to answer any questions you may have.

By keeping this year’s annual meeting socially distant, we can 
ensure that our members still have a voice in their cooperative 
while also protecting the health and safety of our community. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A NEW LOOK FOR 
THE ANNUAL 
MEETING
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REGISTERING IS AS EASY AS 1, 2, 3
This year’s drive-thru annual meeting lets members be an active part of their cooperative without ever 
leaving the car. Plan to arrive no earlier than 10 a.m., and follow the steps below to register, vote and get 
your $50 bill credit.

STEP 1:
Enter the Pike County 
Cattlemen’s Association’s 
Cattleman Complex from 
Highway 231 and follow 
directions to the registration 
area.

STEP 2:
There will be three drive-thru 
lines available. Present your 
registration card to an SAEC 
employee to register, vote and 
receive your $50 bill credit.

STEP 3:
Follow directions to exit behind 
the Pike County Cattlemen’s 
complex back to Highway 231.
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2021
Rural Electric 
Cooperative 
Youth Tour
Apply today!

YOUTH TOUR
Ten students will be selected to attend the Montgomery Youth Tour in March 9-11, 2021. Students will 
visit with their state representatives, meet students from other cooperatives, visit Dexter Avenue King 
Memorial Baptist Church, hear motivational speakers and learn about rural cooperatives’ role in the 
history of Alabama.

WHO CAN APPLY?
If you’re a junior attending a high school in Pike, 
Coffee or Crenshaw counties, you’re eligible to 
apply for the Youth Tour.

Montgomery

YOUTH TOUR
Of the 10 students selected for the Montgomery Youth Tour, two of them will be chosen to also 
attend the Youth Tour in Washington, D.C. Those two students will visit their national representatives 
and meet students from across the country. They will also visit monuments and get a firsthand look 
at our nation’s history.

Washington

Here’s how to apply:
For an application, visit www.southaec.com or talk to your 
school guidance counselor.

The application and all supporting documents must 
be completed and submitted to your school guidance 
counselor or mailed to:

Applications must be received no later than 5 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 20. An independent panel of judges will select partici-
pants from the qualified applicants based on their applica-
tion and essay. Students will be notified by email if they have 
been selected for the interview stage.

Interviews will be held in January, after which participants 
for the Montgomery and Washington tours will be selected. 
Students are encouraged to familiarize themselves with SAEC 
and the cooperative model to prepare for their interview.

Based on the interview results, 10 students will be selected 
to attend the state conference in Montgomery, and two of 
those will be chosen to represent SAEC at the Washington 
conference.

South Alabama Electric Cooperative 
ATTN: Andy Kimbro
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081
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Come in, we're open!

w w w . b r u n d i d g e a l a b a m a . c o m
from your home to your office ...

for entertainment and enjoyment ...
We have what you need!
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Like any electric provider, our cooperative aims to make your electric 
service as reliable as possible. Planned power outages — though rare — 
help us achieve that goal.

First, technological advances allow us to strengthen the grid. Stronger 
poles and wires, the development of devices that better protect equip-
ment from winds and wildlife, and the creation of smart grid technologies 
all reduce the chances outages occur, especially during storms.

To make these upgrades, though, we sometimes have to shut off power. 
Planned outages allow us to notify our members about when these will 
occur and how long the outages will last, allowing them to mitigate any 
inconveniences the outages might cause.

Ronald Wade, manager of operations and engineering for South 
Alabama Electric Cooperative, says planned outages are infrequent but 
happen primarily when his crews perform voltage conversions. “We will 
sometimes convert a line that is 12,500 volts to 25,000 volts,” Wade says. 
“In order to do that, we’ve got to have a power outage to change out the 
transformers and so forth.”

In those cases, members will be notified by mail of the exact dates and 
times of the planned outage. Wade says those jobs, which normally occur 
a few times every two or three years, are usually done in the early morning 
hours and during milder weather to cause as little disruption as possible 
for residents and businesses. “Normally, it’s no longer than a two-hour 
outage,” he says.

Second, regular maintenance — like replacing a damaged or deterio-
rating utility pole or tree trimming near power lines — may also require 
planned outages. These outages allow our employees to work in a safer 
environment. 

A third reason planned outages may occur is the need to relocate lines 
and other equipment ahead of public infrastructure improvements like 
road expansion projects. Planned outages can also occur when we need to 
add new members to the grid.

Wade says SAEC doesn’t routinely make telephone calls or send emails 
to members to alert them to pending planned outages beyond the larger 
voltage conversions. He does, however, urge members to make sure their 
contact information is up to date in case they need to be contacted. 
“Sometimes, we don’t have current information,” he says. “So, we put infor-
mation in bills and in our monthly magazine all along about keeping us up 
to date. It’s very important that our members make sure that we have their 
correct phone number.”  

 As your cooperative, we will aim to schedule these outages at the most 
convenient times. We also endeavor to provide our members with plenty 
of notice of any scheduled outages. Keeping your contact information 
updated will help us with those efforts. 

INTERRUPTIONS FOR 
IMPROVEMENTS
Planned outages benefit all members

Sources: Puget Sound Energy, Pacific Gas and Electric, 
PPL Electric Utilities and the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association

While losing power may not be ideal, 
members can take several steps to 
lessen the inconvenience caused by 
the necessary upgrades to our power 
grids.

• Charge cellphones ahead of any 
outage. Keep them and a list of 
emergency contact numbers in case 
help is needed.

• Keep flashlights and a supply of 
batteries for them handy.

• Turn off major appliances like 
washers and dryers so they do not 
run unexpectedly when power 
returns. This includes ovens, stoves 
and any other heat-generating 
devices that could cause fire if left 
unattended while operational.

• Keep refrigerators and freezers 
closed to preserve the cold 
temperatures longer.

• Make sure garages can be manually 
opened. 

• Notify alarm system companies of 
the impending outage.

• Ensure generators are properly 
installed since improperly installed 
generators can damage property or 
harm others.

• Have a reserve of water for cooking, 
flushing and other needs if your 
water system relies on electrical 
service to operate.

WEATHERING 
PLANNED POWER 
OUTAGES


