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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
 ONLINE: www.alabamaliving.coop
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 MAIL: Alabama Living
  340 Technacenter Drive
  Montgomery, AL 36117

ON THE COVER: Carolyn Evans of Dadeville 
places a flag  at the Fort Mitchell grave of the 
late husband of a friend. Evansí  husband is 
also buried at Fort Mitchell, near Phenix City.

PHOTO: Jim Plott

Adventure$ in the Black Belt 
The rich soil of Alabamaí s 23 Black Belt counties has created 
an excellent habitat for deer, wild turkeys and other wildlife. 
The non profi t Alabama Black Belt Adverntures Association 

continues to work to capitalize on that rich habitat  for tourist 
dollars and economic development. 

ALABAMA LIVING is delivered to 
some 420,000 Alabama families and 
businesses, which are members of 
22 not for profit , consumer owned, 
locally directed and taxpaying electric 
cooperatives. Subscriptions are $12 
a year for individuals not subscribing 
through participating Alabama electric 
cooperatives. Alabama Living (USPS 
029 920) is published monthly by the 
Alabama Rural Electric Association 
of Cooperatives. Periodicals postage 
paid at Montgomery, Alabama, and at 
additional mailing offic e. 

POSTMASTER send forms 3579 to: 
Alabama Living, P.O. Box 244014 
Montgomery,  Alabama 36124 4014. 
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Building a strong 
foundation
David Bailey, General Manager

Some of our younger members might not 
remember the United States bicentennial in 
1976, but our country’s 200th birthday is still 
clear in my memory. That year the U.S. Mint 
produced special bicentennial quarters, and 
I still remember saving every one of them I 
could find.

In the hot summer of July 1776, men 
who would become known as the Founding 
Fathers signed the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. But they were also signing their death 
warrants. In their fight for independence 
from King George III and Great Britain, they 
knew failure would undoubtedly mean being 
executed for treason.

A little over a decade later, on Sept. 17, 
1787, the U.S. Constitution was signed. It 
wasn’t a perfect document; nothing made 
by man is. But over the following centuries, 
amendments were passed to correct some of 
the document’s early errors, such as the 13th 
Amendment that outlawed slavery. The Con-
stitution still serves as the foundation for how 
our country is governed. And in my opinion, 
this is the greatest country in recorded his-
tory.

Right about now you may be asking your-
self about the point of bringing up this his-
tory. Aside from the fact that I always enjoy 
sharing history with the readers of this col-
umn, I’d like to point out how the formation 
of the United States soon led to Alabama’s 
founding as a state in December 1819.

If you do the math, you’ll notice that we are 
celebrating our own bicentennial this year. 
Throughout 2019 there have been numer-
ous events across the state to celebrate this 
momentous occasion. In this month’s mag-
azine, you can read about a couple of local 
ones in our community.

Like our country, Alabama’s past isn’t per-
fect. But the great thing about both is that we 
are able to correct our mistakes and continue 
improving. I know I am very thankful to be 
from Alabama.

Of course, it wouldn’t be an SAEC maga-
zine without an update about our new facility. 
Over the last several months, we have pub-
lished a series of stories aimed at informing 
you, the member, about the new building. 
Our hope is to have it ready to serve you 
within two years.

If you’ve driven past the site recently, you’ll 
notice there are already signs of progress. 
Like the U.S. Constitution when it was first 
written, you have to establish a good founda-
tion to build something great on top of it. 

This month also marks the start of our 
annual Youth Tour process. If you know any 
high school juniors, please encourage them 
to apply for the tour. We have been fortunate 
to be represented by some wonderful young 
people in our community over the past few 
years, and I’m sure there are many more to 
come.

That’s one thing we can be thankful for as 
we approach Thanksgiving, but there are so 
many others during the month of November. 
I’m thankful for great football games and for 
the start of gun season for deer hunters — 
and the head start bow hunters like myself 
get to enjoy. I’m also thankful for the fall har-
vest so important to our community. And I’m 
especially thankful for my family, the free-
doms this country provides and the chance 
to honor those who protect them on Veterans 
Day.

If you know a veteran, I hope you will take 
a moment this month to let them know how 
much you appreciate their service. I would 
personally like to thank my father, retired 
Lieutenant Colonel Joseph W. Bailey, for his 
long military service. Until next month, may 
God bless you and your family. 

Ben Fox
District 4 HOLIDAY CLOSINGS: SAEC will be closing for the holidays to allow our 

employees time with their families. We will continue to monitor the 
system and be available to respond to any outages that may occur.
 
THANKSGIVING: NOV. 28 29 ï  CHRISTMAS: DEC. 24 25



Alabama Living NOVEMBER 2019 5

Contact Information

Mailing address
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081

Phone
334-566-2060
800-556-2060

Website
www.southaec.com

Find us here:

! "

Payment Options

SAEC App
Available from the App Store and 
Google Play

BY MAIL
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081

WEBSITE
www.southaec.com

PHONE PAYMENTS
877-566-0611, credit cards accepted

NIGHT DEPOSITORY
Available at our Highway 231 office, 
day or night

PAYMENT POINTS
Regions Bank - Troy branch
Troy Bank and Trust - all branch locations
1st National Bank of Brundidge and Troy
First Citizens - Luverne branch
Banks Buy Rite - Banks
Country 1 Stop - Honoraville

IN PERSON
13192 U.S. 231,  Troy, AL 36081
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Questions?

For questions concerning Capital Credits, 
contact: capital.credits@southaec.com

For questions concerning Billing, contact:
billing@southaec.com

For questions concerning Construction, 
contact: construction@southaec.com

!""#$%&'()$
WHO CAN APPLY?
Students who are high school juniors in Pike, Coffee or Crenshaw counties are eligible to apply 
for the Youth Tour.

MONTGOMERY YOUTH TOUR
Ten students will be selected to attend the Montgomery Youth Tour on March 10-12, 2020. 
Students will visit with their state representatives, meet students from other cooperatives, visit 
Dexter Avenue King Memorial Baptist Church, hear motivational speakers and learn about 
rural cooperatives’ role in the history of Alabama. 

WASHINGTON YOUTH TOUR
Of the 10 students selected for the Montgomery Youth Tour, two will be selected to attend the 
Washington, D.C. Youth Tour in June. Those two students will visit their national representatives 
and meet students from across the country. They will also visit monuments and get a firsthand 
look at our nation’s history.

!""#$%&'()$

2020 Rural Electric 
Cooperative Youth Tour

For applications, students can visit www.southaec.com or talk to their school guidance 
counselor.

The application and all supporting documents must be completed and submitted to their 
school guidance counselor or mailed to:

South Alabama Electric Cooperative
ATTN: Andy Kimbro
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081

Applications must be received no later than 5 p.m. Friday, Dec. 20, 2019. An independent 
panel of judges will select participants from the qualified applicants based on their 
application and essay. Students will be notified by email if they have been selected for the 
interview stage. 

Interviews are Friday, Jan. 10, 2020, after which participants for the Montgomery and 
Washington tours will be selected. Students are encouraged to familiarize themselves with 
SAEC and the cooperative model to prepare for their interview.

Based on the interview results, 10 students will be selected to attend the state Youth Tour 
in Montgomery, while two will be chosen to represent SAEC at the Washington tour. 

*+,+-.%/'0%&'%)""#$1
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Alabama’s bicentennial is the perfect opportunity to celebrate 
the history and progress of the 22nd state to join the United 
States. But for Ohio native Ruth Elder, it has also been a chance 
to learn what makes the state so unique.

Elder is the cataloger at the Troy University Library. And in 
the years leading up to the bicentennial celebration, she also 
served as the researcher and writer for a traveling exhibit based 
on the university’s Wade Hall postcard collection. The collection 
of about 25,000 postcards includes 5,000 historical cards from 
Alabama ranging from the early 1900s to the 1960s.

“The idea was to find things that were important culturally 
and historically to people from various areas of the state,” Elder 
says. “We made the exhibit flexible enough to go to places like 
the Capitol building or a town’s community museum. We wanted 
little towns to be able to participate in the bicentennial, too.”

The exhibit highlights places like Troy and Tuscaloosa — Hall 
was an alumnus of both Troy University and the University of 
Alabama — as well as Birmingham, Huntsville, Montgomery, 
Mobile and Hall’s hometown of Union Springs.

But in the course of her research, Elder also came across fas-
cinating towns like Magnolia Springs, where mail is delivered by 
boat throughout the year, and Foley, which hides a secret tun-
nel underneath a historic hotel. She wanted to make sure smaller 
communities like these weren’t overlooked in the exhibit.

!"#$%&'()($(%*+,-%'#./
!"#$%&'(#)&*()+,'-$&.,),/+-0-$#)$'&%,))

122)3,&'#)"4)#$&$,)+-#$"'3
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“We didn’t want the big cities to dominate,” she says. “There are 
little towns all over Alabama, and we wanted them to know we 
remembered them, too. They’re just as important to the founding 
of Alabama.”

Making Alabama
The Alabama Humanities Foundation took a similar approach 

to building “Making Alabama: A Bicentennial Traveling Exhibit.” 
The exhibit, which recently made a stop at the Crenshaw County 
Development Authority in Luverne, has been moving around the 
state for 18 months. The goal is for it to be displayed in every 
county before arriving in Montgomery for the bicentennial.

In narrowing down what information to include, AHF Direc-
tor of Operations Laura Anderson wanted to touch on the major 
milestones people would expect while sharing stories that many 
of them might not know. 

“Making Alabama” emphasizes the history of education in 
communities across the state, including a surprising number of 
boarding schools and colleges in rural communities. Of course, 
the exhibit itself has also been an excellent educational tool.

“We’ve had our school kids studying Alabama history, and so 
have civic clubs and just individual citizens who drop by and look 
at it,” says Robyn Snellgrove, president and CEO of the Crenshaw 
County Economic and Industrial Development Authority. “I’m 
so thankful we had the opportunity to host this so they didn’t 
have to drive somewhere else to see it.”

Just as importantly, Anderson designed the exhibit to take a 
look at what we choose to remember in a section called “Public 
Memory.”

“I think we learn a lot about ourselves when we look at what 
we have memorialized with public funds from one period to 
another,” Anderson says. “When you look at the things we built 
monuments to in the mid-1800s compared to the late 1900s and 
even into the 2000s, you see change over time. That tells us a lot 
about ourselves from one time period to another.”

Learning from the past
As much as she enjoyed researching state history to build the 

Wade Hall exhibit, Elder’s favorite part has been seeing visitors 
connect with the historical images on the postcards. One man, 
while looking at a card featuring a courthouse where he and his 
sister used to play, noticed on the digital exhibit that his mother’s 
name was at the bottom of the postcard.

“I like when people look at one of these places and say, ‘Oh, I 
remember when it was like this,’” Elder says. “It’s a great reminder 
to people, because some of these places don’t look like that or 
might not even exist anymore.”

Even though the Alabama bicentennial is about looking back 
at the state’s history, Anderson hopes the “Making Alabama” 
exhibit will give people confidence when looking ahead.

“We want people to be thinking about the future and looking 
at things like how we came to be, who the state was for and how 
our leadership has changed over time,” Anderson says. “When 
you think about where we’re headed in terms of our economy you think about where we’re headed in terms of our economy 
and social structure, we can approach the future from a more and social structure, we can approach the future from a more 
informed point of view. And we can feel really optimistic.”informed point of view. And we can feel really optimistic.”

The “Making Alabama” exhibit is visiting Decatur and Tuscae “Making Alabama” exhibit is visiting Decatur and Tusca-
loosa this month before concluding its tour in Montgomery in loosa this month before concluding its tour in Montgomery in 
December. The Alabama Humanities Foundation plans to keep e Alabama Humanities Foundation plans to keep 
the exhibit in circulation into 2020. the exhibit in circulation into 2020. 

The Wade Hall touring exhibits that feature historical builde Wade Hall touring exhibits that feature historical build-
ings and streets will be at the Pioneer Museum of Alabama in ings and streets will be at the Pioneer Museum of Alabama in 
Troy from Nov. 12 to Dec. 20. Another traveling exhibit on tourTroy from Nov. 12 to Dec. 20. Another traveling exhibit on tour-
ism is at the Gulf Shores Museum and ism is at the Gulf Shores Museum and Thomas B. Norton Public 
Library from Nov. 14 through January 2020. Library from Nov. 14 through January 2020. Library from Nov. 14 through January 2020. Library from Nov. 14 through January 2020. 

Postcards depicting historical landmarks and streets 
from towns across Alabama were used at the Troy 
University Wade Hall postcard collection exhibit. 
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Many of the benefits of South Alabama Electric Coop-
erative’s new facility will be apparent to members as soon 
as they walk in the front door. Others, like expanded ware-
house and fleet space, will exist behind the scenes but still 
make tremendous improvements to how the cooperative 
serves members.

The new warehouse will more than double the available 
floor space, allowing materials currently stored outdoors to 
be secured inside. The new space will also be designed for 
forklift use, which will help employees move large materials 
more efficiently.

“We had to modify the doorway to the current warehouse 
just to get a forklift inside,” says Ronald Wade, SAEC’s man-
ager of engineering and operations. “The new warehouse 
will be tall enough to have a forklift moving around without 
worrying about running into anything.”

The new facility will also add office space to the ware-
house for employees who currently have limited room. 
There will be a dedicated foreman’s room where the heads 
of each team will have their own desk, along with offices for 
the engineering and construction superintendents. There 
will also be a dedicated meeting room for monthly safety 
briefings and any other training.

“That additional office space is going to help us serve the 
members better because we’ll be able to carry on business 
about new construction projects without interference from 
other employees or conversations happening in the same 
office,” Wade says.

Because the Rural Utilities Service requires SAEC to 
maintain all work orders and records of loan funds for 33 
years, the new warehouse will even feature ventilation and 
storage to protect those records from deterioration.

Meanwhile, the expanded fleet space will protect all of 
the cooperative’s vehicles and provide room for growth. The 
current facility only provides cover for 10 vehicles, meaning 
the majority of SAEC’s 37-vehicle fleet — and the materials 
they are loaded with — are exposed to the elements.

“With the new facility, we’ll have enough space for all 
vehicles to park out of the weather and room for future 
growth of about another eight to 10 vehicles,” Wade says.

The building is also designed to keep the flow of employee 
and member traffic separate, so members visiting the ware-
house to pick up a new water heater or other equipment will 
not have to worry about being in the way of cooperative 
vehicles. The expanded space will also mean SAEC can have 
any necessary materials available when a need arises.

“Having everything on hand without having to wait for it 
will be a big benefit for members,” Wade says. “We’ll be able 
to get jobs done in a more timely manner.” 

!"#$%&'(!)%*'
!"#$%&'()'*+,-$"./0*)")$#01"23&-"$0*)$
fleet space will improve member service

An architectural rendering shows the 
improvements that will be made to 
SAECí s warehouse and truck bays. 
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Celebrate the  holidays in

Brundidge       

CATCH THE PARADE
You don’t have to go far to get the Christmas 
spirit. Visit downtown this December for the 
Annual Christmas Parade and City Lighting.

Tuesday, Dec. 3, at 6 p.m.
For more information, call 334-735-2306.
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Staying on top of the latest news and events can be Staying on top of the latest news and events can be 
challenging. But thanks to the SAEC app, keeping pace challenging. But thanks to the SAEC app, keeping pace 
with your cooperative has never been easier. The app with your cooperative has never been easier. The app 
links you to everything you need to know about the latest links you to everything you need to know about the latest 
cooperative news, outage updates and the status of your cooperative news, outage updates and the status of your 
own electric account.own electric account.

 § My AccountMy Account — View your account information and 
manage account settings.manage account settings.

 § Pay NowPay Now — Make a payment wherever and whenever 
you want.you want.

 § MessagesMessages — Get important information from SAEC 
about your account or the electric system.about your account or the electric system.

 § View Outages View Outages — See where currently reported outages 
are and if an outage has been reported in your area.are and if an outage has been reported in your area.

 § Report OutageReport Outage — Let us know about a new outage in 
your area.your area.

 § Contact UsContact Us — Quickly find our phone number and 
directions to the odirections to the office.

 § Follow Us Follow Us — Visit our Facebook page for even more 
news and updates about your cooperative.

The SAEC app is available on the App Store  
and the Google Play Store.

To download our mobile app 
on your Apple device:
1. Tap the App Store icon. 
2. Tap the Search button.
3. Type “SAEC Connect” in 

the search field. 
4. Download SAEC Connect.

HOW TO 
DOWNLOAD FROM  
THE APP STORE:

To download our mobile app 
on your Android device:
1. Tap the Google Play icon. 
2. Type “SAEC Connect” in the 

search field.
3. Download SAEC Connect.

HOW TO 
DOWNLOAD FROM 
THE GOOGLE PLAY 
STORE:

STAY CONNECTED 
WITH THE SAEC APP




