
Stories    |   Recipes    |   Events    |   People    |   Places    |   Things    |   Local News

November 2020

South Alabama 
Electric

Cooperative

Life on the road

Stories    |   Recipes    |   Events    |   People    |   Places    |   Things    |   Local News

Harry Richardson’s career 
behind the wheel



VOL. 73 NO. 3    NOVEMBER 2020

D E P A R T M E N T S
 11 Spotlight
 29 Around Alabama
 34 Cook of the Month
 40 Outdoors
 41 Fish & Game Forecast
 46 Hardy Jackson’s Alabama
    ONLINE: alabamaliving.coop

16

 NOVEMBER 2020 3

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
 ONLINE:  www.alabamaliving.coop
 EMAIL:  letters@alabamaliving.coop
 MAIL:  Alabama Living
  340 Technacenter Drive
  Montgomery, AL 36117

Harry Richardson has collected all 
kinds of stories and memorabilia 
during a career driving buses across the 
country. Learn more on Page 6.
COVER PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY JOEY 
MEREDITH

F E A T U R E S

 5 Jesus 2020    
How a local campaign made a splash 
nationwide.  

 6 Life on the road    
Harry Richardson shares his stories of a 
career behind the wheel.  

 44 XXXX XXXX   
XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX 
XXXX XXXX  

XXXXX XXXXXX
Xxxx

ALABAMA LIVING is delivered to 
some 420,000 Alabama families and 
businesses, which are members of 
22 not-for-profit, consumer-owned, 
locally directed and taxpaying electric 
cooperatives. Subscriptions are $12 
a year for individuals not subscribing 
through participating Alabama electric 
cooperatives. Alabama Living (USPS 
029-920) is published monthly by the 
Alabama Rural Electric Association 
of Cooperatives. Periodicals postage 
paid at Montgomery, Alabama, and at 
additional mailing office. 

POSTMASTER send forms 3579 to: 
Alabama Living, P.O. Box 244014 
Montgomery,  Alabama 36124-4014. 

ALABAMA RURAL ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION
AREA President
 Fred Braswell
Editor
 Lenore Vickrey
Managing Editor
 Allison Law
Creative Director
 Mark Stephenson 
Art Director
 Danny Weston
Advertising  Director
 Jacob Johnson
Graphic Designer/Ad Coordinator 
 Brooke Echols 
Communications Coordinator 
 Laura Stewart

ADVERTISING & EDITORIAL OFFICES:
340 TechnaCenter Drive
Montgomery, Alabama 36117-6031
1-800-410-2737
For advertising, email:  
 advertising@areapower.com
For editorial inquiries, email:  
 contact@alabamaliving.coop

NATIONAL ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVE:
American MainStreet Publications
611 South Congress Ave., Suite 504
Austin, Texas 78704
1-800-626-1181
www.AMP.coop
www.alabamaliving.coop

USPS 029-920 • ISSN 1047-0311

Printed in America
from American materials

Get our FREE monthly email newsletter!
Sign up at alabamaliving.coop

Look for this logo
 to see more

content online!u
ON THE COVER

8



4 NOVEMBER 2020 www.alabamaliving.coop

Board of Trustees

Glenn Reeder
District 7

District 1

Douglas Green
Secretary/Treasurer

District 6

Delaney Kervin
Vice President

District 5

James Shaver
President

District 2

James May
At Large

Raymond Trotter
District 3

Make your voice heard
David Bailey, General Manager

Usually, the month of November is a time 
when we are focused on Thanksgiving, Veterans 
Day and hunting. My family might say hunting 
is a year-round obsession for me, and to that I 
say, “Guilty!”

But this year we have a presidential election 
that takes the spotlight from just about every-
thing else. By the time you read this, I hope that 
every SAEC member has either exercised their 
right to vote or is preparing to do so.

Cooperative members know all about the 
democratic process. While the majority owner 
of a corporation might have the only vote that 
matters, every vote counts the same in a coop-
erative. That is the beauty of the cooperative 
business model, and it is one of our most valued 
principles. Hopefully, each of you exercised that 
right of your membership at our annual meeting 
last month.

Due to the unusual circumstances of this 
presidential election, there has been a lot of dis-
cussion about how we vote in this country. Any-
one who wants to vote in the United States must 
be registered, at least 18 years old, a citizen and, 
in Alabama, not convicted of certain felonies.

When you cast your vote on Election Day, 
you are actually directing other people, known 
as electors, to vote on your behalf. Most states 
have a winner-takes-all system, meaning no 
matter how close the race is, the winning candi-
date gets all of that state’s electors. Those electors 
go to the state capital to cast their votes for pres-
ident and vice president as part of the Electoral 
College.

Why does the process work this way? For the 
framers of the Constitution, it was a compro-
mise between those who wanted the president to 
be elected by Congress and those who believed 
they should be chosen by a popular vote.

Personally, I think the framers must have 
been guided by God to create such a just system. 
I can’t imagine Congress choosing the president 
when they seemingly can’t agree on anything. 
On the other hand, a popular vote would leave 
the election in the hands of only the most popu-
lated states like California, Texas and New York.

Despite the Electoral College’s advantages, a 
Pew Research Study in March 2020 found that 
58% of adults in the U.S. are in favor of amend-
ing the Constitution so that the popular vote 
would decide the presidential election. Perhaps 

those people should study the Electoral Col-
lege system a little more. It isn’t perfect, but it 
ensures the less populated parts of our country 
are fairly represented.

By the way, did you know that of the 58 pres-
idential elections in our history, 53 of the win-
ners took both the Electoral College and the 
popular vote? If you can name the five who 
lost the popular vote, email them to me at  
davidb@southaec.com.

Driving around our service area over the past 
few months, I’ve noticed several signs in drive-
ways and front yards that are for a different kind 
of campaign. The first time I saw one of these 
“Jesus 2020” signs, I thought, “Now, that’s a 
great candidate.”

It wasn’t until a few weeks later that I found 
out this program started in a ladies’ Sunday 
school class in Ramer. In such a hostile political 
environment, this kind of campaign is a breath 
of fresh air. I hope you will take a moment to 
read the article on the following page. Hats off 
to those ladies for developing a program that 
has taken off worldwide and can put hope in 
everyone’s heart.

You can also read about Harry Richardson, 
who has driven our Youth Tour students to the 
state capital for several years now. Not only has 
he always treated these kids like family, but he 
also has so many amazing experiences to share 
with them and with us. I am always taken aback 
by the wide range of interesting people just in 
our small service area.

I also don’t want to forget to mark Veterans 
Day on Nov. 11. Each year, this day gives us 
the opportunity to honor the men and women 
who have served our country so we still have 
the ability to vote and exercise our God-given 
freedoms. I would like to thank all of our brave 
veterans for their service and say a special thank 
you to my father, Lt. Colonel Joseph W. Bailey 
(Retired), for his service in the U.S. Army.

Finally, I would like to thank all of our mem-
bers for trusting me to manage this electric 
cooperative. This year has been interesting, to 
say the least. I have learned a great deal more 
about viruses, major storms and building con-
struction than I ever wanted to know. Until next 
month, please remember to use your electricity 
wisely, stay safe and go vote! 

Ben Fox
District 4
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South Alabama residents may have noticed 
signs for a new third-party candidate popping 
up in front of houses in their neighborhood. 
Mixed in among the yard signs for one polit-
ical candidate or another are an increasing 
number of campaign-style signs that read 
“Jesus 2020.”

The campaign for Jesus started in July at 
Sampey Memorial Baptist Church in Ramer 
when Joyce Hubbard and another member of 
the church, Martha Sikes, were concerned that 
Christians throughout the country were not 
making their voices heard.

“Everyone was just frustrated and tired of 
all the political rhetoric,” says Hubbard. "We 
decided we would put Jesus on a sign and put 
it out there for everyone to see, like they do 
with politicians. We just wanted Jesus to be 
visible.”

They started by printing 200 signs to give 
out to members of the church and others in 
the community. The first batch proved so pop-
ular that they turned to Wells Printing Co. in 
Montgomery for help making more.

“We didn’t have any idea where it would go, 
but we prayed about it and just wanted to be 
the spark that started the campaign and the 
ministry,” Hubbard says.

Just a few months later, Hubbard and 
Sampey Memorial have given away more than 
7,000 “Jesus 2020” signs, and Wells Printing 
has printed 30,000 others for orders coming 
in from outside Alabama. Those orders have 
come from states all across the country and 
even locations as far away as Puerto Rico and 
Nigeria.

Each sign the church gives out is free, but 
Hubbard says Sampey Memorial has received 
enough donations to cover more than half the 
money spent on the campaign. Wells Printing 
has even printed the signs at a lower cost to 
support the cause.

“We felt like there is so much on TV, signs 
and billboards everywhere you look, but you 
don’t see Jesus anywhere. So we put him right 
out there among everything else,” Hubbard 
says. "Everyone who has put that sign in their 
yard is part of this ministry.”

Hubbard hopes the campaign will continue 
to gain momentum beyond the presidential 
election and even the end of the year. She and 
other members of her Sunday school class 
already have some new ideas in the works to 
keep their ministry going.

“I’ve had so many conversations with peo-
ple just like us who feel like Jesus has been put 
aside and we need a revival in this country,” 
Hubbard says. “People will always need to 
elect Jesus to lead them, so a campaign like 
this never really ends.” 

LOCAL CHURCH PUTS ‘Jesus 2020’ 
IN THE RACE NATIONWIDE
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Harry Richardson’s life behind the wheel
Gone to look for America

By the time he turned 24, Harry Richardson had grown 
used to being called small. It hadn’t stopped him from serving 
for six years as an Army engineer, but on the hunt for a new 
job in Memphis, he kept running into the same roadblock.

“I’m just a little guy, but I’ve got some spunk in me,” he 
says. “But at that time in history, there were height and weight 
requirements for some jobs.”

His first idea was to apply to be a motorcycle policeman. 
They told him he was too short and didn’t weigh enough. 
Next, he went to the fire department, where they said the 
same thing. Then he saw in the paper that Greyhound Lines 
was hiring bus drivers.

When Richardson showed up, he quickly realized he was 
the youngest and smallest of the more than 60 people apply-
ing. He took the written test anyway and left expecting to be 
passed over once again. Later, when the hiring manager called 
him, he heard a familiar refrain. But this time there was a 
twist.

Harry Richardson has a display of class 
photos that were taken while he drove the 
bus for the International Fellows of the 
United States National Defense University. 
PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY JOEY MEREDITH

Harry Richardson visited this 1957 Ford 
Fairlane convertible frequently over the 

years on his trips out west and eventually 
purchased the car when the owner closed 

the car museum it was displayed in.
PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY JOEY MEREDITH
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“The guy called me up and said, ‘Rich-
ardson, you’re too short and you don’t 
weigh enough.’ I told him I’d heard that 
before. Then he said, ‘But you’re the only 
one who passed the test.’ So I became a 
Greyhound bus driver.”

Now 76, Richardson has never stopped 
driving, whether for Greyhound, for his 
own bus company or to shuttle South 
Alabama Electric Cooperative’s represen-
tatives for the Montgomery Youth Tour 
to the state capital. While it may not have 
been his first choice, there is no place he 
would rather be than behind the wheel.

“I’ve been driving a bus for 51 years 
now and covered over 4.5 million miles,” 
Richardson says. “I guess you could say it’s 
in my blood.”

Leave the driving to him
Richardson didn’t know much about 

driving buses when he joined Grey-
hound, and he had no choice but to learn 
fast. One of the most important skills he 
picked up along the way was how to man-
age people, and not always under friendly 
circumstances.

“With Greyhound, I drove so many dif-
ferent types of people, from poor to rich, 
foreign or domestic,” he says. “You learn 
a lot about people and how to handle dif-
ferent personalities. In my decades driving 
for them, I probably had to have 400 peo-

ple pulled off the bus for being disruptive.”
That calm under pressure and dedica-

tion to his passengers’ safety would also 
set Richardson apart as he vied for the 
privilege of transporting famed football 
coach and commentator John Madden. 

Harry Richardson’s favorite model bus is part of his collection of Greyhound and
bus memorabilia he has acquired over his years of driving around the country.
PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY JOEY MEREDITH

Each year Harry Richardson drives students from SAEC, Pea River Electric and 
Wiregrass Electric to the Montgomery Youth Tour where they learn about state 
government and the role electric cooperatives have in our state’s history. 



Since Madden didn’t like to fly, Greyhound buses would ferry 
him from game to game during the NFL season.

“It was like the pony express, because drivers would pass him 
off to each other to get him to his next game,” Richardson says. 
“We would have a bus driver rodeo to decide his drivers.”

Those rodeos included navigating through cones forward and 
backward, as well as tests where each driver would be timed on 
their ability to find hidden deficiencies in their bus. The compe-
tition could be tough, and only two drivers were selected from 
each state.

“I was one of the two they picked from Tennessee, and I was 
proud to be chosen,” Richardson says. “It made me feel like I 
must be doing a good job if they thought I was qualified enough 
to do that.”

Shifting gears
Richardson left Greyhound after 23 years, but he didn’t stop 

driving. With industry contacts he built over years, Richardson 
established his own company and started driving independently. 
His first major contract was with University of Memphis Athlet-
ics, carrying teams, including John Calipari’s basketball squad, to 
games across the country.

But his real breakthrough was a contract with the National 
Defense University in Washington, D.C. At least once a month, 
military officers and foreign officials studying at the National War 
College, the Dwight D. Eisenhower School for National Security 
and Resource Strategy, and the College of International Security 
Affairs would take a trip across the country.

“They would give me their schedule a year in advance, and I 
would meet them at the naval base in San Diego, Boeing in Seat-
tle, the U.S. Central Command in Tampa or somewhere else and 
drive them around while they were there,” Richardson says. “I 
worked with over 1,000 military officers from 100 different coun-
tries. It’s really kind of humbling to me.”

On those trips, Richardson had the chance to connect with 
future world leaders, like current Israel Defense Minister Benny 
Gantz, and he even brushed shoulders with President George 
H.W. Bush at his library in College Station, Texas. But he also 
enjoyed simply getting to know people who had grown up in dif-
ferent circumstances than his own. 

“Some of the men from former Eastern Bloc countries would 
be very stoic when we met, and I would consider them my chal-
lenge for that year,” Richardson says. “I would learn all their 

names and where they were from, and after a couple of months 
we would hug whenever they got off the plane somewhere.”

Richardson retired after another 23 years of driving privately, 
but not before the National Defense University could honor his 
years of service with an honorary degree. Looking back, it is still 
one of the most surreal experiences of his life.

“They would have a graduation ceremony every year, and that 
year the president of the university had a diploma and a plaque 
for me,” Richardson says. “I remember looking at the crowd and 
seeing King Abdullah from Jordan clapping for me. All I could 
think was, ‘Wow, all of this for a bus driver.’”

The road home
While Richardson spent most of his life in Memphis, Troy 

has always been his first home. It’s where he spent the first five 
years of his life on his grandfather’s farm and where his family 
has tended to the Richardson Farm for over 125 years. When he 
retired six years ago, he knew it was time to return.

“My dad moved to Memphis for work right after World War 
II. But I always felt like it was my destiny to come back here and 
help take care of the place,” he says.

Even in retirement, Richardson hasn’t been able to give up the 
road entirely. He still drives part time for Southern Coaches, get-
ting behind the wheel to take groups from Troy University and 
local high schools where they need to go. He especially enjoys 
driving Youth Tour students to Montgomery to learn more about 
their state government.

“I look out for them like they’re mine, and I try to encourage 
them to do well in their studies,” he says. “I can still remember 
how to greet people in seven different languages, so I encourage 
all the kids to take a second language. The world is so small, and 
people from other countries really appreciate it when you make 
that kind of effort.”

Even after his decades on the road and millions of miles in the 
rearview mirror, Richardson still takes pride in his work. As far 
as he’s concerned, there are many road trips to come and more 
stories to hear.

“It’s a joy for me to do this,” he says. “For one, I know I’m good 
at it. But I also enjoy meeting different people. You never really 
quit learning about other people, different countries or different 
parts of this country. America is a beautiful place, and there’s so 
much to see.” 

8 NOVEMBER 2020 www.alabamaliving.coop

Harry Richardson 
is shown with a 

scrapbook of letters 
and articles written 

during his time driving 
for the United States 

National Defense 
College. 

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED 
BY JOEY MEREDITH

Harry Richardson shows a one-of-a-kind 
hand-made gift of bus art he was given by 

a visiting Amir with the Pakistani Army.
PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY JOEY MEREDITH 
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The winter months bring with them family holidays, football on TV and 
an annual visit from Saint Nick.

But it can also bring along higher energy costs that come with warding 
off the colder temperatures and shifting from daylight saving to 
standard time in most states.

The switch from daylight saving time means shorter days for the most 
part, meaning lights burn longer and the days get cooler as darkness 
falls earlier, keeping the electric meter running.

Decorating for the holidays with lights and with inflatables that require 
electric air pumps can also raise electric bills during wintertime. 

Fight the cold and high energy bills

1. Adjust your thermostat — Set your thermostat as low as comfortable when you’re in the home. When you’re away or sleeping, turn 
it back 10-15 degrees to save energy. A smart programmable thermostat can make adjustments easy to do. If you have a heat pump, 
maintain a moderate setting or use a programmable thermostat expressly for heat pumps.

2. Dress for the weather — Turn down the thermostat a couple of notches and break out the comfy sweatshirt or sweater and wool 
socks when you’re at home.

3. Cover drafty windows — Attach a heavy-duty clear plastic sheet or clear plastic film to the inside of your window. Sealing the 
plastic tightly to the frame can help reduce air flow from the outside. Tight-fitting insulated drapes and other window treatments 
can also help.

4. Seal any leaks — Air leaks around pipes and other utility cut-throughs and from gaps around chimneys need to be sealed off. If you 
have a fireplace or wood stove, make sure the flue damper is closed when the chimney is not in use. Make sure to check the attic and 
basement for any leaks.

5. Service your system — Make sure to have your heating system serviced before use each winter. Remember to change your air filter 
every month to reduce strain on the system, which increases energy usage.

6. Upgrade holiday lights — Energy-efficient light bulbs cut energy costs year round. During the holidays, LED light strings make for 
bright and lovely decorations while also cutting energy costs. Look for Energy Star-certified decorative light strings for your home 
and Christmas tree.

7. Don’t forget the water — Turn down the temperature of your water heater to the warm setting (120 degrees). You might also 
consider a tankless water heater, which will save money in the long run.

8. Use your ceiling fans — When rotating counterclockwise, ceiling fans push air down to cool a room. But most ceiling fans have 
a reverse switch, so you can make the blades rotate clockwise for winter. Use a low speed to gently pull cool air up and move the 
warmer air near the ceiling down into the room.

9. Sunlight — Though the days are shorter during wintertime, natural heat from the sun during the day can warm your home 
significantly. Open your curtains on south-facing windows during the day and close them at night to keep in the heat.

- Sources: energy.gov and prnewswire.com

T H E  B I G 
C H I L L

Here are some tips to keep your winter energy bills lower:


