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Bill Hixon celebrates Wendell Stephens’ 
induction into the Troy University hall of 
fame with board member Jimmy Shaver, 
General Manager David Bailey and 
board member Raymond Trotter. Hixon 
was himself a gifted athlete, playing 
football and baseball at Troy University. 
See story, Page 6.
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Who is your mentor?
David Bailey, General Manager

How do we know to do the right thing? 
Some people think everyone has that knowl-
edge deep down inside and we simply choose 
whether or not to act on it. Personally, I don’t 
think doing the right thing comes naturally 
without the power of faith and family — and 
the mentors we meet throughout our lives.

Those mentors can help us to better under-
stand how to do the right thing professionally, 
financially and even within our own home. I 
know I have been blessed with several men-
tors throughout who have taught me the 
importance of integrity and character in all 
things. One of them was Bill Hixon, a mem-
ber of the board of trustees right here at South 
Alabama Electric Cooperative.

I was deeply saddened when I heard the 
news that we had lost Mr. Hixon on May 28, 
2020. He was a loyal servant to the members 
of District 1 and faithful in his duties as a 
trustee right to the very end. As recently as 
May 20, he showed up to attend the regularly 
scheduled meeting of the board of trustees. 
He believed it was his responsibility to serve 
the people he represented for as long as he 
was on the board.

Even so, it was clear Mr. Hixon was not 
feeling his best that day. Some people might 
call him stubborn and say he should have 
stayed home. But to me, it was the perfect 
example of his dedication to serving the 
members who elected him time and again. 
Nothing was going to stop him from finishing 
what he started.

The last time I saw Mr. Hixon was after 
that meeting as he sat in his car watching the 
construction on the new building site. He was 
there for more than 10 minutes. In my mind, 
he was evaluating the work, although I’m sure 
he also enjoyed watching a good bulldozer 
operator.

Mr. Hixon didn’t take the construction of 
SAEC’s new building lightly. I can still hear 
him asking, “Now Dave, how much is this 
new building going to cost?” When I told 

him, he would let out a long breath and say, 
“Let’s talk about this some more.” Mr. Hixon 
always needed to be convinced of the wis-
dom of those big decisions. Eventually, he was 
completely behind the project because of the 
improvements it would provide for our mem-
bers. In the end, he only ever wanted what 
was best for them.

It was no surprise, then, to hear so many 
people speak of Mr. Hixon’s hard-working 
attitude and humility at his funeral. What did 
come as a surprise to many SAEC employees 
was that he also had an impressive athletic 
career in his day. Mr. Hixon was a gifted base-
ball and football player in his time, but he was 
too humble to live out those glory days by 
telling everyone about his achievements.

After the passing of his wife, Betty, in 2017, 
Mr. Hixon threw himself into supporting his 
grandson Rush’s baseball career at Troy Uni-
versity. Rush became the team’s relief pitcher, 
and I believe God used this to help Mr. Hixon 
through a hard time in his life. He was able to 
fill the void of losing his wife by showing up 
with friends and family at almost every home 
game, waiting for the chance to see his grand-
son play.

I can honestly say that I loved Bill Hixon. I 
loved discussing the cooperative, baseball and 
cattle with him. But what I will miss most is 
the fun we had talking about football. Every-
one in the Hixon family is a die-hard Auburn 
fan, even marrying other Auburn fans. With 
Alabama’s success in recent years, some of us 
on the board enjoyed watching the Crimson 
Tide riding high.

But Mr. Hixon had the last laugh. When 
Auburn defeated Alabama in the 2019 Iron 
Bowl, he let us have it.

I’m going to miss those times and the men-
torship he shared with me in the years that I 
was blessed to know him. I pray that all of our 
members have mentors like him in their lives 
and that they inspire them to be mentors in 
the lives of others. 

Ben Fox
District 4
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Contact Information

Mailing address
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081

Phone
334-566-2060
800-556-2060

Website
www.southaec.com

Find us here:

T f
Payment Options

SAEC App 
Available from the App Store and  
Google Play

BY MAIL
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081

WEBSITE
www.southaec.com

PHONE PAYMENTS
877-566-0611, credit cards accepted

NIGHT DEPOSITORY
Available at our Highway 231 office, 
day or night

PAYMENT POINTS
Regions Bank - Troy branch
Troy Bank and Trust - all branch locations
1st National Bank of Brundidge and Troy
First Citizens - Luverne branch
Banks Buy Rite - Banks
Country 1 Stop - Honoraville

IN PERSON
13192 U.S. 231, Troy, AL 36081
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Questions?

For questions concerning Capital Credits, 
contact: capital.credits@southaec.com

For questions concerning Billing, contact:
billing@southaec.com

For questions concerning Construction, 
contact: construction@southaec.com

CONNECT TO SAEC 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE
Serving our members is about more than just providing reliable and affordable 
power. It’s about making your cooperative available when you need it.

One way we’re doing that is with the SAEC Connect app. With it, you can access your 
South Alabama Electric Cooperative account from anywhere, using your smartphone 
or mobile device.

Don’t have time to sit down in front of a computer to 
manage your account? With the app, almost everything 
you could do on the cooperative’s website is available on 
the go.

Interacting with SAEC has never been easier. 

Log in to your account on the SAEC Connect app to:
• Pay your bill.
• Monitor your prepay account.
• Track your daily energy usage.
• Report an outage.
• View a map of any ongoing outages.
• See when repair crews have been dispatched.
• Get notifications from SAEC.
• Find contact information and directions to the SAEC 

office.
• Access the SAEC Facebook page. 

As a cooperative, it is our responsibility to put ourselves 
in the hands of our members as much as possible. With 
the SAEC Connect app, members have SAEC at their 
fingertips and can feel confident knowing they are in control of their electric account 
anytime, anywhere. 

The South Alabama Electric Cooperative app is available for Apple devices in the App 
Store and for Android devices in the Google Play Store.
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Some people want to travel the world. 
Others want to explore every state in the 
country. But for Bill Hixon, everything 
he wanted to see was right on his own 
farm. When he did venture away from it, 
he would count the hours until he could 
make it back.

“I remember David Bailey telling me 
about a trip they went on together for the 
cooperative,” says Hixon’s son, Billy. “At 
5:30 in the morning on their last day, he 
heard someone banging on his door. It 
was Daddy telling him to get up so they 
could go. That was him. He’d been gone a 
few days, and it was time to get home.”

The Hixon family farm traces its his-
tory back more than 120 years to when 
Johnny Hixon bought around 150 acres 
of land. Since then, each generation has 
added to it. Bill Hixon’s dad, Delmer, pur-
chased another 350 acres of land during 
his lifetime. Bill and his wife, Betty, grew 
it to approximately 1,200 acres, and Billy 
Hixon added poultry farming to the mix.

Billy Hixon spent more than 30 years 
working the farm alongside his father, 
but he inherited his love of the land much 
earlier. He remembers riding tractors 
around the farm with his dad as a 5-year-
old and never wanting to do anything 
else. Now that his father has passed away, 
that work has taken on new meaning for 
Billy Hixon. “I’ve got a big job keeping 
this farm the way he wanted it, and I’m 
going to work hard to keep it up,” he says. 
“It’s a great legacy.” 

The sporting life
Billy Hixon reckons that, like many 

farmers, his father was just born to work 
the land. But there was a moment in Bill 
Hixon’s life when it seemed he might fol-
low a different path. When he graduated 
from Pike County High School in 1951, 
he accepted a football scholarship at Troy 
State College, now Troy University, mak-
ing him the first football player in his 

high school’s history to be awarded an 
athletic scholarship.

He went on to study physical education 
with the intention of one day becoming 
a coach. Ultimately, the draw of the farm 
was too much to resist, and Hixon never 
looked back. But his love of sports con-
tinued to be infectious and something 
he shared with his family for decades to 
come. “We’re big Auburn fans, and I go 

Board member 
Bill Hixon 
dedicated his 
life to family and 
farming

’Til the cows 
come home

While Hixon preferred life on his 
farm, he always looked for ways 
to serve his community.
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to all the football games,” says his oldest 
daughter, Kim Wise. “We always had a 
good time rehashing the games together, 
and we spent countless hours watching 
Billy’s sons play baseball in college.”

Today, Billy Hixon’s sons are picking up 
their grandfather’s coaching aspirations. 
Rush Hixon recently became the new var-
sity boys baseball coach at Pike Liberal 
Arts School, with his brother Ross work-
ing part time as his assistant coach.

“Daddy loved coaching, and now his 
grandsons are carrying that on for him,” 
says Billy Hixon. “I know he would be so 
proud to see my boys coaching together.”

Speaking up
Despite his reluctance to leave the 

farm, Bill Hixon found community ser-
vice routinely drawing him away from 

it. He served as president of the Pike 
County Cattleman’s Association, was life-
time director of the Alabama Cattleman’s 
Association and was a member of the 
Alabama Farmers Federation. He became 
a member of the Alabama Cattleman’s 
Association Hall of Fame in 2014.

To his family, it was never a surprise 
that Hixon felt a call to leadership. While 
he might have preferred to stay home, he 
also felt responsible for making his voice 
and those like his heard. “Whatever he 
was doing he felt like it was important to 
be represented and to be a voice for what 
you believe in,” Billy Hixon says. “If you 
don’t speak for yourself, no one else will. 
He knew that someone has to be willing 
to go to the meetings and leave the farm 
for just a little while to do certain things. 
He felt a calling to do that.”

The SAEC board breaks ground on construction 
for SAEC’s new building. Hixon demanded due 
diligence for any major projects but came to 
fully support the new building. 

Hixon served on SAEC’s 
board for nearly 13 years.



8 AUGUST 2020 www.alabamaliving.coop

As it turned out, he was suited to the 
role. His family describes Bill Hixon as a 
natural peacemaker, able to see multiple 
sides of any argument and bring people 
together. That skill set, along with a level 
head and a genuine spirit, made him 
approachable to everyone in the com-
munity. “He could sit down with sena-
tors to talk about the latest bill and with 
farmhands to talk about their problems, 
all in the same day,” Billy Hixon says. “He 
was the same man no matter who was 
around. People knew that and respected 
him.”

In addition, Bill Hixon served on the 
South Alabama Electric Cooperative 
board of trustees for nearly 13 years. He 
was proud of the time he spent serving his 
cooperative and community. “He made a 
lot of lifelong friends through the fellow-
ship with that board,” Wise recalls. “Those 
people meant a lot to him, and it meant 
just as much to get things done for the 
people in his district.”

A simple man
It wasn’t just Bill Hixon’s passion for 

farming that constantly drew him back 
home, but also his deep love for his fam-
ily. His younger daughter, Beth Collier, 
remembers how he never wanted gifts on 
special occasions, just the company of his 
loved ones.

“My brother and sister’s families live 
here, so we would always eat as a family 
at least once a week,” Wise says. “We just 
always made the time and the effort to 
get together. Even our extended family in 
Albany, Georgia, would always make the 
trip at Christmas just to come for a day to 
be together.”

Between the strong connection with 
his family and with the land his ancestors 
had worked, Billy Hixon says his father 
was the most satisfied person he knows. 
He was happy to save and sacrifice for 
his kids, never getting caught up in the 
chase for a bigger house or a fancy car. 
“He loved doing what he was doing and 

didn’t want anything else,” he says. “The 
best way to describe him is he was a sim-
ple man.”

In many ways, the Hixon family and 
the farm they have lived on for over a 
century are inextricable. Bill Hixon took 
great pride in the fact that five genera-
tions of his family had worked the land. 
Today, with Ross and Amy Hixon living 

on the land with their new baby, a sixth 
generation calls it home. And it’s every-
thing the child’s great-grandfather could 
have wanted.

“Daddy told me not long ago, ‘I’ve had 
a good life,’” Billy Hixon says. “‘I had the 
best wife you can have, the best kids you 
can have, the best in-laws and grandkids. 
What else is there?’” 

Hixon attends a cooperative 
event with his wife, Betty.

Hixon always made time for his three children, 
from left, Beth Collier, Kim Wise and Billy Hixon.

Hixon surveys the 
family farm.
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Tall trees like: oaks, pines, 
pecan trees

Medium trees like: holly, 
little gem and star magnolia, 

dogwood, Ligustrum

Small trees like: junipers, 
Sargent crabapple, fruit trees, 
crape myrtle, azalea, Viburnum

Tall Trees           Mature height of 60’ or less           60’ clearance between lines and tree

Medium Trees           Mature height of 30’ or less

 30’ clearance between lines and tree

Small Trees         

Mature height 
of 20’ or less

20’ clearance between 
lines and tree

Clear Zone 15’ Clear Zone 15’ 
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Wide-open spaces
At South Alabama Electric Cooperative, our linemen respond to outages caused by everything 

from wildlife on the wires to car accidents damaging power poles. But one of the most common 
causes of outages on the system is simply falling debris disrupting power lines.

When storms and high-speed winds hit our system, they can bring loose tree limbs and other 
debris down on electric lines and interrupt your service. These outages are frustrating for members 
and time-consuming to repair, which is why SAEC trims any trees or vegetation growing too close 
to our lines.

Maintaining that space around lines, or right of way, is essential to helping SAEC provide afford-
able and reliable electric service. However, because the cooperative maintains hundreds of miles of 
lines, we also depend on our members to help out by staying aware of rights of way on their own 
property.

If you plant new trees or other tall plants near power lines or electrical equipment, please account 
for right-of-way space before deciding on placement. Keeping distribution lines safe and clear of 
obstructions is just one way we can all save money while making sure the lights stay on. 

Help SAEC keep the lines clear
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- Clear the way -
SAEC clears growth 15 feet from each side of an active power line. This means:

Clearing 30 feet of space around active singe and three-phase poles.

Do your part: Maintain a “safe zone” when planting trees.

Alabama Living AUGUST 2020 48


