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Recreating history 
Friends of Army Aviation board member Art Morris with his dog Winston, 

after completing a ride on a Vietnam War era-Huey helicopter.  With its 
collection of working and non-working aircraft at its hangar in Ozark, 
FOAA provides education and history about historic wartime aviation.  
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County boys win state basketball titles  
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Ten local juniors visited landmarks like 
the state Capitol, Dexter Avenue King 
Memorial Baptist Church and learned 
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on Youth Tour.

 34 Appetite for avocados 
  Avocados are one of the more 

nutritious fruits you can choose and 
the good news is they’re in season 
now through late summer.   

SAEC recently sponsored 10 local students 
for an all-expenses paid trip to the 
Montgomery Youth Tour to learn more 
about our state’s history and government. 
See story, Page 6.
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Guidance  
and gratitude
David Bailey, General Manager

As someone who is passionate about the 
outdoors, May has always been one of my 
favorite months. It feels like the month when 
summertime really gets started. As a child, 
I remember spending countless hours out-
side chasing down summer adventures with 
friends.

In the electric industry, May is also what 
we call a “shoulder month.” That’s just another 
way of saying that we don’t normally see high 
levels of energy use since temperatures are 
usually comfortable at this time of year, with 
only a few hot or cold days here and there. As 
a result, this is the ideal time for members to 
take a look at their energy habits in advance 
of the extreme heat we can expect in the next 
couple of months.

Many members think that if they set their 
thermostat to a certain temperature now and 
don’t change it until the winter, their bill will 
remain the same. However, as the outside 
temperature rises, your home’s cooling sys-
tem will have to work harder to maintain the 
same internal temperature.

That’s why I encourage everyone to take 
a moment to think through the energy hab-
its in your households and figure out what 
changes can be made before summer arrives 
in full force. If you need some guidance figur-
ing out where to start, South Alabama Elec-
tric Cooperative is here to help. 

First, visit southaec.com and click on “My 
Account” from the “Member Services” drop-
down menu. Have your account number, 
statement ID and email address ready to 
register your online account, if you haven’t 
already. Once logged in, you can find a variety 
of tools that will give you a closer look at your 
household’s energy usage. You can track your 
daily usage to identify any sudden changes, 
view graphs of your usage to see how it varies 
at different times of the year, and receive text 
alerts to keep you on top of your total usage.

Even something as simple as raising the 
thermostat a few degrees during the summer 
and lowering it in the winter can save a sig-
nificant amount of money. I know I can see 
the difference almost immediately in my own 
home.

Of course, May has always held a partic-
ularly special place in my household, since 
my oldest daughter and I both celebrate our 
birthdays this month. I’ve always been espe-
cially proud to share mine with President 
John F. Kennedy.

President Kennedy was a source of many 
inspiring quotes. One in particular comes to 
mind as we approach Memorial Day and have 
the opportunity to recognize the men and 
women who gave their lives for this country: 
“As we express our gratitude, we must never 
forget that the highest appreciation is not to 
utter the words, but to live by them.”

The men and women we honor on Memo-
rial Day certainly lived their lives with a deep 
sense of gratitude for all that this country 
gave to them. I hope that we can all take some 
time this month to honor their sacrifice and 
resolve to carry that same gratitude into the 
future.

Personally, while our country has faced its 
share of challenges lately, I have hope for the 
future. One reason for that hope comes from 
the opportunity I regularly have to meet some 
of the outstanding young people we have 
right here in our own community.

 In March, SAEC was once again able to 
send a great group of area students to Mont-
gomery for the Alabama Rural Electric Asso-
ciation Youth Tour. It is always inspiring to 
see these young people have the chance to 
meet cooperative and state leaders as they 
take the first steps toward becoming leaders 
themselves. Please take a few minutes to read 
more about their trip in this magazine.

I hope you are all able to find a way to 
enjoy the May weather before the summer 
heat descends in full. And don’t forget to say 
a special “thank you” on Memorial Day to the 
men and women who dedicated their lives to 
this country. Until next month, be well, and 
God bless. 

Ben Fox
District 4
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Contact Information

Mailing address
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081

Phone
334-566-2060
800-556-2060

Website
www.southaec.com

Find us here:

T f
Payment Options

SAEC App 
Available from the App Store and  
Google Play

BY MAIL
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081

WEBSITE
www.southaec.com

PHONE PAYMENTS
877-566-0611, credit cards accepted

NIGHT DEPOSITORY
Available at our Highway 231 office, 
day or night

PAYMENT POINTS
Regions Bank - Troy branch
Troy Bank and Trust - all branch locations
1st National Bank of Brundidge and Troy
First Citizens - Luverne branch
Banks Buy Rite - Banks
Country 1 Stop - Honoraville

IN PERSON
13192 U.S. 231, Troy, AL 36081
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Questions?

For questions concerning Capital Credits, 
contact: capital.credits@southaec.com

For questions concerning Billing, contact:
billing@southaec.com

For questions concerning Construction, 
contact: construction@southaec.com

PAY YOUR BILL 
WITHOUT LEAVING HOME

The SAEC Connect App
The SAEC Connect App allows members to pay their bill and manage their account from any 
mobile device.

How to sign up
Step 1: Download the SAEC Connect app onto your mobile device from the Apple App Store 
or Google Play Store.
Step 2: Have the account holder’s name, statement I.D. and account number ready to register. 
If you do not have your statement I.D. you may call our office for assistance.
Step 3: Open the app and log in to your account.
Step 4: Tap on “Pay Now” to see your balance and make a payment.

Bank Draft Direct Payment
Setting up direct payment lets members automatically draft payments from their bank account 
each month.

How to sign up
Step 1: Visit southaec.com and click on “Billing Options” in the “Member Services” drop-
down menu.
Step 2: Under “Bank Draft Direct Payment,” click on the link to download the Bank Draft 
Authorization Form.
Step 3: Print, fill out and sign the form, and attach a voided check.
Step 4: Mail the form and voided check to SAEC’s office at P.O. Box 449, Troy, AL 36081.

E-Billing
Replace your monthly paper statement with a digital statement sent to your email.

How to sign up
Step 1: Visit southaec.com and click on “Billing Options” in the “Member Services” drop-
down menu.
Step 2: Scroll to the bottom of the page to find the online sign-up form.
Step 3: Fill out the form, including your account holder’s name, account number and the email 
address SAEC should send your statement to.
Step 4: You will receive a link to your next statement, where you can log in and view your  
bill. 

South Alabama Electric Cooperative wants to make sure our members have options for paying 
their bill so they can choose the method that works best for them. The cooperative even offers 
several ways to pay right from the comfort of home.
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While the paths to victory for the Pike 
County Bulldogs boys and Charles Hen-
derson Trojans girls basketball teams 
varied, they ended with the same result: 
high school state championships.

Pike County toppled Lauderdale 
County 59-45 to claim the Alabama High 
School Athletic Association’s Class 3A 
boys title in basketball. Charles Hender-
son edged Madison Academy 50-48 to 
win the AHSAA Class 5A girls champi-
onship in February. For the Bulldogs, it is 
the first state basketball championship in 
program history, while the Lady Trojans 
earned their second title in three years.

“You have one that wins in 3A and one 
that wins in 5A, and they’re so close,” 
says Bulldogs head coach Doug Holland. 
“Try to find that anywhere else, and I bet 
you can’t. The kids in Pike County work 
harder. The kids are so close.”

Summer sweat
For Troy-based Charles Henderson, 

the journey to an undefeated season 
began just moments after a loss to Ram-
say in the 2019 regionals ended the Lady 
Trojans’ bid to repeat as Class 5A cham-
pions.

“We had motivation,” says coach Dyne-
shia Jones, whose program has reached 
the semifinals in three of the last four 
seasons. “Although we lost two seniors, 
we still had Division I NCAA type play-
ers and Division I junior college players.”

The incentivized Trojans sunk hours of 
effort into the weight room and summer 
workouts, which paid dividends as the 
2019-20 season progressed, Jones says. 

“We had a lot of committed players 
during the summer,” she says. “I’ve never 
had a team that had the 15 roster spots 
filled, because it’s tough to be a part of 
this program. Credit the young group for 
stepping up.”

The younger players supplemented 
the efforts of Division I signees Samira 
Moore, who signed to play for Troy Uni-
versity, and Niaira Jones, who inked a 
scholarship with Belmont University. 
The combination ultimately produced 
29 wins, many by double digits, and no 
losses.

In the playoffs, Charles Hender-
son won games by 68, 54 and 40 points 
before edging Madison Academy by two 
for the title.

Midseason motivation
Just about 8 miles to the southeast, 

Pike County High is in the small city of 
Brundidge — a place known more for 
its athletic prowess on the gridiron. Five 
Bulldogs football teams have won a state 
title.

In recent years, though, Holland has 
built Pike County’s basketball program 
into a contender, and he used the Charles 
Henderson program as a model.

“State tournament appearances are like 
an annual trip for them,” he says. “Even 
though it’s girls vs. boys, we modeled our 
program after them. If you look at them, 
it’s not easy being on their team. If it 
were, 14 or 15 would be on their bench.” 

Despite the tough practices and work-
outs, the Bulldogs didn’t gain momentum 
until after tragedy struck. Teammate Reg-
inald Edwards passed away from injuries 
sustained in a car accident during the 
Christmas holidays, but the team rallied, 
Holland says.

“The players started focusing on work-
ing harder in practice,” he says. “You 
could see the trend. They were getting 
better.”

Holland realized Pike County had the 
ability to win a state championship after 
the Bulldogs defeated traditional 7A 
power Central of Phenix City, pushed 
Class 6A Final Four participant Eufaula 
to overtime and lost a close one to Class 
6A Dothan during a tough stretch of 
games.

Hoopin’and hollerin’
Pike County boys and Charles Henderson 

girls celebrate state basketball titles

The Charles Henderson Lady Trojans 
basketball team arrives in Birmingham 
in preparation for the AHSAA Class 5A 
state tournament.

Pike County senior Andres Burney (3) defends a shot 
from Lauderdale County in the Alabama High School  
Athletic Association’s Class 3A championship game. 
Pike County won 59-45 thanks in part to Burney, 
who earned Class 3A Player of the Year honors.
PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY TAMMY GOSS.
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After edging nearby Pike Road in the 
regional semifinals with a 77-73 overtime 
victory, the Bulldogs won the next three 
games by more than 10 points each en 
route to the championship.

Strong support
Holland believes community support, 

especially following Edwards’ death, 
fueled the Bulldogs’ strong finish.

“We have great support. The people in 
Brundidge care about athletics,” he says. 
“The tragedy brought us together as a 
community and was a vital part of the 
stretch run.”

Some of the support, especially during 
the state tournament, came from the 
Lady Trojans. Coach Jones says familiar-
ity inspired that development.

“My girls and their boys are always 
at the Troy Recreation Center playing 
pickup games,” she says. “Our girls were 
cheering them on. It’s not like how it 
used to be when there was this big rivalry 
between Brundidge and Troy.”

South Alabama Electric Cooperative 
General Manager David Bailey congrat-
ulates the Pike County boys and Charles 
Henderson girls for their accomplish-
ments.

“Most electric cooperatives, by nature, 
serve rural areas, and South Alabama 
Electric is no different,” he says. “That is 
why having two state champions within 
our service area represents a tremendous 
accomplishment and a great reward for 
years of hard work, dedication and focus. 
We are proud to serve fine people like 
these teams in Pike County.” 

The Charles Henderson Lady Trojans 
celebrate after winning the Class 5A 
state championship in February.
PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY DAN SMITH.

The Charles Henderson Lady Trojans with the AHSAA 
Class 5A championship trophy after defeating 
Madison Academy 50-48 for the title in February.
PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY DAN SMITH.

Pike County Bulldogs Omar Cumberbatch (32), Andres Burney (3) and Ian Foster 
(1) earned all-tournament team honors at the AHSAA Class 3A state tournament.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY TAMMY GOSS.

Pike County’s boys basketball team celebrates with the state 
championship trophy after winning the title in February.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY TAMMY GOSS.
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In March, South Alabama Electric 
Cooperative sponsored 10 students 
to travel to Montgomery as part of the 
2020 Rural Electric Cooperative Youth 
Tour. They joined more than 150 high 
school juniors, representing 19 Alabama 
electric cooperatives, as they toured 
sites, listened to motivational speakers 
and spoke to lawmakers in the state cap-
ital. 

“It was a really great experience 
because, living in a rural area, some-
times you’re only really around the 
people at your school,” says Chloe 
Meadows, a junior at Zion Chapel High 
School. “So it was really cool to meet 
people from all over the state.” 

This year’s tour, March 10-12, gave 
students the opportunity to visit historic 
sites like the Alabama state Capitol, the 
Dexter Avenue King Memorial Baptist 
Church and the Alabama Statehouse.

Attendees also met with their state 
legislators and asked them about some 
of the most pressing issues of the day, 
including voter registration and the Ala-
bama Farm Bill.

“I knew who my representatives were, 
but I didn’t realize how much work they 
actually do for the counties they repre-
sent,” says Joseph Riley, a junior at Cren-
shaw Christian Academy. “It was really 
enlightening to learn about how they 
wound up in office and all they do to try 
to help the community around them.”

In addition, students learned more 
about the cooperative business model 
and how cooperatives operate across the 
state.

“We really think about it as building 
tomorrow’s leaders,” says Andy Kimbro, 
SAEC’s manager of member services. 
“These students will be voters, college 
graduates and workforce leaders. We 
want to make sure they are knowledge-
able about cooperatives and what we 
stand for.”

As always, a highlight of the trip was 
hearing from motivational speaker Cea 
Cohen-Elliott, who reminded students 
they can be leaders in their own schools 
and communities by taking a stand on 
their beliefs.

“There were probably over 100 peo-
ple in the room when she spoke, but it 
felt like everything she was saying was 
straight to me,” says Meadows. “It was 
very inspiring and not the kind of thing 
you get to hear all the time.”

Most importantly, the tour helped stu-
dents think about what they might want 
to accomplish after high school and pre-
pared them to be leaders in whatever 
they choose to pursue. 

“It’s an amazing opportunity, and I 
would encourage all juniors to apply 
and go on the Youth Tour if they have 
the chance,” Meadows says. “It’s a great 
experience.” 

SAEC sponsors local students 
for Montgomery Youth Tour

A CAPITAL TIME

Visiting the Alabama state Capitol was 
a highlight of the Montgomery Youth 
Tour for the 2020 delegates.

Delegates were given a chance to meet and talk with state representatives like Chris Sells. 
Pictured from Left to right are Brook Watson, Stetson Adcock, Joseph Riley, Nathan Braisted, 
Sells, Will Snyder, Chloe Meadows, Abigail Brooks, Addi Garrett, Halee Deal and Olivia Barron. 

The Dexter Avenue King Memorial Baptist 
Church was one of the landmarks the 
Youth Tour delegates enjoyed.
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DOWNTOWN

In light of health concerns surrounding the 
coronavirus, the City of Brundidge decided to 

cancel this year’s Spring Fest. While it saddens us 
to miss out on this local tradition, the safety and 

well-being of our community come first.

We look forward to welcoming you to our beautiful city in the 
future. In the meantime, we encourage everyone to stay in  

and stay safe during this time. 

2020 CANCELED
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Keeping it 
breezy 
Running a 
ceiling fan 
counterclockwise will cool 
the room, allowing you 
to turn your thermostat 
up a few degrees while 
maintaining the same level 
of comfort. If you don’t have 
a ceiling fan in your home, 
a portable fan can provide a 
nice breeze just as well.

Made in the shade
Make sure the blinds or curtains are closed 

if you’re trying to keep your home cool. 
Sunlight will heat your home, especially if 
you have south-facing windows. You can 
open them back up in the evening when 

the temperature cools off.

Cookouts
Kitchen 
appliances 
produce a 
lot of heat. 
Stoves and 
ovens can 
raise the 
temperature 
in the kitchen as much as 
10 degrees. Doing your 
cooking outdoors on the 
grill is not only a great 
way to enjoy the summer 
weather, but it also helps 
you avoid raising the 
temperature in your home.

Electronic tracking 
Take note of where you place the 
devices that produce the most heat in 
your home. Putting electronics like 
TVs or lamps near the thermostat 
can fool it into thinking your home 
is hotter than it is, causing it to use 
extra energy trying to cool it down.

Light upgrade
Traditional incandescent light bulbs turn the 
majority of the energy they use into heat. 
Upgrading to more efficient LED bulbs will not only 
keep your home cooler during the summer but also 
save you money throughout the year.

Cold cycle
Most of the energy used 
when washing clothes is 
from heating the water. 
Using cold water whenever possible can help 
lower your electric bill. If the weather is right, 
you can even air-dry clothes instead of putting 
them in the dryer. 

Cool off your electric 
bill this summer

Some South Alabama Electric Cooperative members may wonder why their electric bill goes up during the summer 
although they don’t change the thermostat settings. While SAEC doesn’t raise rates during the summer, your bill may 
go up during the hottest months because your home’s cooling system works harder to maintain the same temperature.

Setting the thermostat to the highest comfortable temperature is often the best way to control summer energy costs. 
But if that isn’t the best option for your home, try taking a few of these easy steps to limit your electric usage during 
the summer.




