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ON THE COVER: SAEC employee 
Wendell Stephens was 
recently inducted into the Troy 
University Sports Hall of Fame 
for his accomplishments on 
the baseball field. See story, 
Page 5. 
PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY TROY UNIVERSITY 



4 SEPTEMBER 2018 www.alabamaliving.coop

Board of Trustees

Glenn Reeder
District 7

Bill Hixon
District 1

Ben Norman
District 4

Douglas Green
Secretary/Treasurer

District 6

Delaney Kervin
Vice President

District 5

James Shaver
President

District 2

James May
At Large

Raymond Trotter
District 3

As a proud alumnus of Troy State Uni-
versity, I still remember watching the 1986 
College World Series — even more than 30 
years later. As a recent graduate at the time, I 
didn’t know any of the players on that team, 
but I was still proud to cheer the team on.

Little did I know that several years later my 
path would cross with two of the team’s stars. 
One was Mike Elmore, who I worked with 
as a public accountant at Jackson Thornton 
in Montgomery. The other was Wendell Ste-
phens, who I have been privileged to work 
with for more than 25 years here at South 
Alabama Electric Cooperative.

As you can see on the cover of this maga-
zine, Wendell was recently enshrined in the 
Troy University Sports Hall of Fame for his 
accomplishments on the baseball field. You 
can read more about what that experience 
has meant to him, as well as about his deci-
sion to put baseball aside and raise a family 
right here in Troy.

Not many cooperatives have an employee 
of Wendell’s hall of fame stature, but I’m 
also proud to count him as a friend. I’d like 
to offer my congratulations to him for this 
tremendous honor, and I hope you’ll take a 
moment to read our tribute to him.

Today, Wendell’s priorities have shifted 
from running the bases to making the 
rounds as SAEC’s construction supervisor, 
ensuring our system has everything it needs 
to bring affordable and reliable electric ser-
vice to the people of South Alabama. A key 
part of that mission is helping our members 
use energy as efficiently as possible.

That’s why, in this issue, you’ll also find 
important information about a new rebate 
SAEC is offering to members who own or are 
thinking about purchasing a manufactured 
home. 

While they make up a large portion of our 
system due to their affordability, many man-
ufactured homes come with heating systems 
that can carry hidden costs. When we expe-

rience cold winters, inefficient heating can 
lead to incredibly high electric bills. 

With the new heat pump rebate program, 
our goal is to help more members install effi-
cient heating systems by lowering the cost. 
At SAEC, we believe everyone deserves the 
chance to stay comfortable throughout the 
year, without having to break the bank.

If you own a manufactured home or are 
considering buying one, I encourage you to 
read more about that program in this maga-
zine. If you would like to learn more or have 
questions about the rebate program, please 
feel free to call one of our customer service 
representatives. We are happy to assist you.

As with most things in this world, the 
price of electricity rarely decreases over time. 
But by taking care to use the most efficient 
appliances available to us in our homes, we 
can lower bills.

Finally, as we move into September and 
the start of another school year, we can also 
look forward to one of our great passions 
here in the South: high school and college 
football.

Here at SAEC, we’re proud of each of the 
schools in our territory and of our employ-
ees who make the effort to participate in the 
many athletic events. I would encourage you 
to join them, even if it is only to go to a local 
ballgame and cheer on the home team.

For many of us, myself included, we tend 
to take a step back from our local high school 
teams once our kids graduate and move on. 
But going out to a high school game, or even 
to see our favorite college football team, can 
be a great way to support our schools and to 
be a part of our wonderful community. After 
all, you never know where you might cross 
paths with those athletes one day.

Congratulations to Wendell on his hall of 
fame selection. He is more than deserving 
of this honor. He is a great employee, friend 
and he’s a great golfer too. 

Hall of fame 
quality service
David Bailey, General Manager

SAEC Connect
SAEC’S 
sma�phone 

app keeps 
you in control
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Contact Information
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Find us here:

T f
Payment Options
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Google Play

BY MAIL
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081
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www.southaec.com

PHONE PAYMENTS
877-566-0611, credit cards accepted

NIGHT DEPOSITORY
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day or night

PAYMENT POINTS
Regions Bank - Troy branch
Troy Bank and Trust - all branch locations
1st National Bank of Brundidge and Troy
First Citizens - Luverne branch
Banks Buy Rite - Banks
Country 1 Stop - Honoraville

IN PERSON
13192 US-231, Troy, AL 36081
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Questions?

For questions concerning Capital Credits, 
contact: capital.credits@southaec.com

For questions concerning Billing, contact:
billing@southaec.com

For questions concerning Construction, 
contact: construction@southaec.com

Most young baseball players grow up dream-
ing of one day stepping into the batter’s box  
with the game on the line and the bases loaded 
and coming through when their team needs 
them most.

South Alabama Electric’s Wendell Stephens 
not only dreamed that scenario but also lived 
it.

In 1986, while playing for Troy University, 
Stephens stepped up to the plate in the top of 
the ninth inning with the bases loaded in game 
one of the NCAA Division II College World 
Series. With his team trailing Mankato State by 
two, Stephens was down to his last strike when 
he etched his name as a Troy legend by firing 
a grand slam to give the Trojans the win in 
front of thousands of the university’s faithful at 
Montgomery’s Paterson Field. He and his team-
mates went on to win the next three games and 
claim the Division II national championship.

“The good Lord shined upon me that night,” 
he says now, more than 30 years later. “It’s hard 
to describe how special it was because it meant 
so much to so many. People still come up to me 
today and ask me about that game.”

Stephens’ late-game heroics were enough to 
make him a legend in Troy and college base-

ball. His induction into the Troy Sports Hall of 
Fame took place April 21.

The 2018 class was full of legendary Troy 
players, coaches and administrators, including 
Bobby Pierce, Troy baseball’s winningest coach. 
And the Sports Hall of Fame contains Troy leg-
ends like NFL players DeMarcus Ware and Osi 
Umenyiora.

Stephens was humbled to have his name 
enshrined along with some of the best.

“I was very fortunate to play — and be a part 
of — some great baseball teams,” Stephens says. 
“There were a lot of great players here, and the 
good Lord put me in situations where I could 
be successful. The guys who were around me 
afforded me the chances to have the success 
that I did.”

Stephens, who played at Troy in 1985 and 
1986, stayed with the team in 1987 as a grad-
uate assistant coach. After that season, he 
decided to step away from the game. He has 
worked at SAEC for 29 years and is currently 
the construction supervisor.

The week after his induction, SAEC held a 
reception for him at the Troy vs. UT Arlington 
game. He celebrated with his friends, family, 
colleagues and former teammates.

LEGENDARY STATUS
SAEC employee Wendell Stephens 
enshrined in the Troy Sports Hall of Fame

From left are Earl Johnson, Troy University board of trustees member; Gerald 
Dial, Troy University board of trustees president pro tempore; Troy Chancellor 
Dr. Jack Hawkins Jr.; and Director of Athletics Jeremy McClain with SAEC 
employee Wendell Stephens at the Troy Sports Hall of Fame induction ceremony. 
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“My baseball career was a lifetime ago, and most of them 
probably don’t remember when I played,” he jokes. “For the 
cooperative to do something like this for me is a tremendous 
honor.”

Coming home
Stephens grew up in Niceville, Florida, and had a love for 

baseball. But he also had a passion for the city of Troy and Troy 
University. His parents, Yvonne and Joe Stephens, both gradu-
ated from the university, and his grandmother lived in the city.

After high school, he went to play at the University of Ala-
bama for one year before transferring to Pensacola Junior Col-
lege, where a Troy assistant coach noticed him at a junior college 
all-star game. Stephens knew about the rich baseball tradition at 
Troy under the leadership of legendary coach Chase Riddle. At 
the time, Troy had made three consecutive Division II College 
World Series.

The Trojan coaches were impressed with Stephens’ skills, but 
they didn’t have a place for a third baseman on their roster. The 
situation did not stop Stephens from reaching his dream. “I 
decided Troy was the place I wanted to be,” he says. “They set up 
an interview with Chase Riddle, and I told him this was where I 
wanted to come. They looked at me and told me they were going 
to make it happen.”

Stephens took that opportunity and made the most of it.
He earned all-region and third-team All-America honors in 

1985 after batting .396 with 14 doubles, two triples, 15 home 
runs and a then-school record 67 RBIs. In 1986, he hit .387 with 
nine doubles, 12 home runs and 64 RBIs.

He ranks second in Troy history with a career .391 batting 
average and a .513 on-base percentage. He ranks eighth in RBIs 
with 131 and ninth in home runs with 27.

“He is the best hitter I ever played with. Without a doubt,” 
says former Troy teammate and friend Jude Rinaldi. “He could 
hit for a high average. He could hit for power. And he was the 
leader of our team.”

Stepping away from the game
After the 1986 season, Stephens knew his playing days were 

most likely over. While he was a force as a hitter, he felt he lacked 
the speed a third baseman would need at the professional level.

But he wasn’t ready to step away from the game, and in 1987, 
he joined Riddle’s staff as a graduate assistant coach. The Trojans 
went on to win another national title in 1987, and Rinaldi says 
Stephens played as big a role in the ’87 title as a coach as he did 
in ’86 as a player.

“He was a heck of a coach,” Rinaldi says. “Actually, I was a 
much better hitter my senior year, and that was because of his 
tutelage.”

While Stephens had early success as a coach, he knew the 
game would eventually make him do something he wasn’t will-
ing to do — leave Troy. In December of 1987, he married a 
hometown girl, Donna, who he met while he was a student. He 
wanted to start a family with her, and he knew coaching would 
force him to leave Troy. So he began searching for a new career.

He ended up at SAEC, where he started out as an entry-level 

Wendell Stephens with former SAEC General 
Manager Max Davis and current General 
Manager David Bailey at a Troy baseball game. 

Wendell Stephens’ achievements 
during his playing career still 
rank as some of the best in Troy 
history. 

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY TROY UNIVERSITY 
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lineman and worked his way up to being an inspector five years 
later. He now oversees four construction crews. He and Donna 
have two daughters, Ivey Jones and Amy Hixon.

He misses baseball but knows he made the decision that was 
best for him and his family.

“They always say that the ring is the thing, and I got two 
rings,” Stephens says. “I was ready to get out and do something 
else, and being at South Alabama Electric has been great for me 
and my family.” 

A family man
People who know Stephens describe him a lot of ways: hard 

worker, great hitter and leader. But Rinaldi, who has been 
Stephens’ friend since he set foot on Troy’s campus more than 30 
years ago, says there’s something else.

“He’s a great family man with two daughters and a great wife,” 
Rinaldi says. “He’s just a good guy.”

Family has been a central theme for Stephens his whole life. 
His desire to come to Troy came from his parents and grand-
mother. His desire to stay came from his love for his wife and 
the desire to start a family with her.

The grand slam in the ’86 college world series is definitely 
a memory that stands out, but it is not the only one from Ste-
phens’ baseball days. 

While at Troy, his mother, who was battling cancer, was 
scheduled to have a tumor removed from her head the same 
night Stephens was supposed to play a game against Kennesaw 
State. He wanted to stay with her, but she insisted he play.

“Baseball was all we ever knew,” Stephens says. “She and my 
dad took me to every practice I ever went to growing up.”

His mother just had one request — hit her a home run. He 
left the hospital with the worry of how the surgery would go and 
the pressure to deliver something special. Just like he did in the 
ninth inning of the college world series, Stephens delivered with 
a grand slam.

“I got to go back and tell her that I hit her a home run,” he 
says. “She waited up for me after the surgery. That was a pretty 
special moment. The surgery went well, and that wasn’t her final 
chapter.”

His mother passed away in 1989, but she was there in the sta-
dium when he won the national championship.

On the night he was inducted into the hall of fame, he had all 
of his family and friends by his side. When he gave his accep-
tance speech, he spoke about that moment with his mom and 
what it meant. “Family has always been very important to me,” 
he says.

While that moment he shared with his mom was certainly 
special, he feels she would say that was not the highlight of his 
career.  “If she were still alive today, she would say the grand 
slam in the world series is hard to beat,” he says. 

From left, SAEC board member Jimmy Shaver, Wendell 
Stephens, board member Bill Hixon, David Bailey and 
board member Raymond Trotter attended Stephens’ 
celebration party at the Troy baseball game. 

Wendell Stephens 
cuts the cake at his 
celebration party 
during the Troy 
vs. UT Arlington 
baseball game.

SAEC hosted a celebration party following Wendell Stephens’ induction into the Troy University 
Sports Hall of Fame. He celebrated with his family, friends, colleagues and former teammates.
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Give your manufactured home an 
efficiency boost with new rebate

Owners of manufactured homes have a new way 
to save thanks to a new rebate from South Alabama 
Electric Cooperative and its wholesale power provider, 
PowerSouth.

The program, which launched in July, offers existing 
owners of manufactured homes a $400-per-ton rebate 
when they switch their electric furnace for a more ener-
gy-efficient heat pump system. For example, a home-
owner purchasing a 3-ton heat pump system can save 
$1,200.

Additionally, there is also a rebate available to SAEC 
members purchasing a new manufactured home. The 
cooperative will work with local manufactured home 
dealers to pay the difference — up to $700 — in cost 
between a standard electric furnace and an energy-effi-
cient heat pump.

Many manufactured homes come with an electric fur-
nace by default. And while they may bring the price of a 
home down in the short term, heating costs can add up 
over time.

“People living in manufactured homes make up at least 
a quarter of our membership,” says SAEC Manager of 
Member Services Andy Kimbro. “Those electric furnaces 
are just killers in the winter. When an electric furnace is 
running it can feel like you are standing next to a warm 
fire, but the kWhs are just multiplying.”

The rebate program is part of SAEC’s efforts to help 
members lower their electric bills. Because SAEC’s 
wholesale power rates are based on its peak, the time 
of year when the system’s energy demand is its highest, 

improvements to efficiency during that time can help 
prevent rate increases for all members.

“This is an important program that we’re proud to offer 
with the help of PowerSouth,” says SAEC General Man-
ager David Bailey. “Not only does this help the member 
directly when they purchase a heat pump, but indirectly 
we also believe it’s going to help all members by con-
trolling that peak.”

The cooperative will also continue to offer rebates to 
members who install dual fuel and mini-split energy-effi-
cient heat pumps.  The per-ton rebate amount will depend 
on the Seasonal Energy Efficiency Rating installed by the 
member.

Most importantly, the manufactured home heat pump 
rebate gives all SAEC members the opportunity to stay 
comfortable without breaking the bank.

“They deserve, like every citizen, to have affordable 
ways to heat and cool their home,” says Kimbro. “You’ve 
got people who rent a manufactured home and move out, 
but you also have people who are in them for 30 years 
or more. So helping them install an efficient heating and 
cooling source is just the right thing to do.” 

“You’ve got people who rent 
a manufactured home and 
move out but you also have 
people who are in them for 30 
years or more. Helping them 
install an efficient heating 
and cooling source is just the 
right thing to do.”

- Andy Kimbro, SAEC manager of member services
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INTERESTED IN 
SAVING MONEY?
We’ll help you upgrade your new or existing 
manufactured home with a new heat pump!  

COST 
COMPARISONS

Electric Furnace 
Annual Cost

HEATING COST $750
COOLING COST $480

Heat Pump 
Annual Cost

HEATING COST $200
COOLING COST $480

AVERAGE 
SAVINGS OF 

 
PER YEAR

$550

If you’re one of our electric cooperative members, we’ll cover the difference 
up to $700, at no cost to you,* between an electric furnace and a heat 
pump when you purchase a new manufactured home. You can then enjoy 
a more efficient heating and cooling system that will save you an average 
of $550 a year on heating costs.

For existing manufactured homes, we will pay a rebate of $400 per ton to 
convert your existing electric furnace to an energy-efficient heat pump.

The cost difference for a new manufactured home will be paid to the 
manufactured home dealer, and for an existing manufactured home, the 
rebate will be paid to the member.

With these savings, you can treat the kids, start a new home project or take 
a family vacation.

*limitations apply
Heating and cooling kWH usages are based on GDS Modeled Results for manufactured housing with various types 
(Electric furnace: 7,236 kWHs and heat pumps: 1,945 kWHs). Cost estimates are based on an average energy cost 
per kWH for electric cooperatives in south Alabama and northwest Florida. 


