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Th ere are moments in history that resonate 
for decades. One of those came 74 years ago 
this month when Allied forces landed on Nor-
mandy Beach for an attack that would prove to 
be the beginning of the end for Nazi Germany.

Growing up as an Army brat, I had the good 
fortune to live abroad and visit many historical 
sites, including the very beach those soldiers 
stormed on June 6, 1944. As a youngster, I did 
not fully grasp its signifi cance. But even then, 
I could picture thousands of men coming off  
their carriers and charging up those beaches. 
On June 8, 1944, the Normandy American 
Cemetery and Memorial was established on a 
bluff  overlooking Omaha Beach. Th ey made a 
sacrifi ce in service to their country, which we 
celebrated last month on Memorial Day, and I 
have never taken that lightly.

But not every historical moment occurs on 
such a monumental scale. Th is month, we also 
celebrate the anniversary of this cooperative, 
which was founded in June 1937. While it may 
not have had a global impact like D-Day, it was 
a big moment for the people of rural South 
Alabama.

A year earlier, the Rural Electrifi cation Act 
passed and brought electricity to rural areas 
across the country that were not served by 
larger for-profi t utilities. Since then, the REA 
program has been a tremendous success with 
cooperatives installing and providing electric 
service in areas that otherwise would have 
gone without.

Today, it’s diffi  cult for most of us to imagine 
life without electricity. I struggle to remember 
a time when I didn’t have easy access to electric 
light. Th e only time I can begin to understand 

what that life would be like has been on the few 
occasions that I have experienced extended 
outages.

Even then, electric power seems so second 
nature that I will oft en catch myself turning on 
a light switch during an outage, even though I 
know the power is out. We are so in the habit of 
expecting the lights to come on when we need 
them that it’s a shock when they aren’t there.

But bringing electricity to South Alabama 
was not always easy. Even today, maintaining 
and growing our system has its challenges. Line 
crews work at all hours of the day and night, in 
blazing heat and raging storms, to make sure 
their neighbors have electric service.

So, this month we also celebrate the linemen 
who put themselves in service of others. In this 
magazine, you will fi nd a feature story about a 
few of those linemen who are still in the early 
stages of their careers and the eff ort they put 
into their jobs daily.

Being a lineman is a great career, but it 
requires vigilance. Whether working in thick 
undergrowth or at great heights, a single mis-
take can cost the life of a lineman or the lives of 
other employees. Th at’s why working safely is 
our top priority. I want each of our linemen to 
return home as healthy and able as they came 
to work.

We should all appreciate the sacrifi ces our 
linemen are willing to make the same way we 
appreciate our soldiers, police offi  cers, fi re-
fi ghters and other fi rst responders. So if you 
see one of our line crews working, I hope you’ll 
join me in extending your thanks to them 
during this or any other month. 

Thank a lineman 
this month
David Bailey, General Manager



Alabama Living JUNE 2018 5

Contact Information

Mailing address

P.O. Box 449

Troy, AL 36081

Phone

334-566-2060

800-556-2060

Website

www.southaec.com

Find us here:

T f

Payment Options

SAEC App

Available from the App Store and 

Google Play

BY MAIL

P.O. Box 449

Troy, AL 36081

WEBSITE

www.southaec.com

PHONE PAYMENTS

877-566-0611, credit cards accepted

NIGHT DEPOSITORY

Available at our Highway 231 offi  ce, 

day or night

PAYMENT POINTS

Regions Bank - Troy branch

Troy Bank and Trust - all branch locations

1st National Bank of Brundidge and Troy

First Citizens - Luverne branch

Banks Buy Rite - Banks

Country 1 Stop - Honoraville

IN PERSON

13192 US-231, Troy, AL 36081

Offi  ce Hours: Monday-Friday, 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Questions?

For questions concerning Capital Credits, 

contact: capital.credits@southaec.com

For questions concerning Billing, contact:

billing@southaec.com

For questions concerning Construction, 

contact: construction@southaec.com

A POWERFUL 
BROTHERHOOD
SAEC linemen work and learn together

Dalton St. Cin remembers growing up and 
getting that persistent question: “What do you 
want to be?” For some kids, the answer might 
change over time or be diffi  cult to nail down, 
but not for St. Cin. He would always tell the 
curious adults, “I want to be a power man.”

Initially, it was the novelty of the bucket 
trucks that appealed to him. But as he got to 
know the people working at nearby Pea River 
Electric Cooperative, St. Cin began to realize 
that being a lineman could be his ideal career.

“I always used to like the bucket trucks, but I 
also knew a lot of the guys at the cooperative,” 
he says. “I like working outside, so it just seemed 
like something I would really enjoy.”

Knowing other linemen gave St. Cin confi -
dence that even though the job was diffi  cult, 
he could handle it. And despite the late nights 
working at great heights with live electrical wire, 
the hazards of the job were never a big concern 
for him.

“I fi gured if they can do it, I can do it,” St. Cin 
says. “I knew we would get trained in how we’re 
supposed to do things, and if you do the right 
thing, you’ll stay safe.”

Getting his foot in the door wasn’t easy 
though. St. Cin spent two years at Troy Univer-
sity, regularly sending applications to South Ala-
bama Electric Cooperative before he was fi nally 
accepted just over four years ago.

Dalton St. Cin, 
Tyler McGough 
and Corey 
Dunsieth all 
dreamed of one 
day becoming 
an SAEC 
lineman. 
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Th e same was true for fellow 
lineman Corey Dunsieth, who 
has now worked at the coop-
erative for nearly seven years. 
At the time, he and his father 
were wiring houses in Fort 
Rucker, but Dunsieth saw the 
cooperative as a new opportu-
nity.

“I think I put in seven appli-
cations,” he says. “I called my 
old manager’s secretary every 
Wednesday until they fi nally 
called me in for an interview.”

Tyler McGough isn’t sur-
prised that it’s a diffi  cult job 
to get, having spent four years 
as an SAEC groundsman and 
lineman. Aft er all, not every-
one is cut out to be a lineman.

“Climbing poles and tying 
wire aren’t things you do in 
everyday life,” he says. “Power 
lines aren’t anything to play 
with, and they can kill you 
quick. It’s not your average 
job.”

Knowledge is power
Working on an electrical 

system can be dangerous even 

for those with experience, 
which is why every new SAEC 
lineman goes through a three-
year training school program 
through the Alabama Rural 
Electric Association in Mont-
gomery.

Dunsieth, McGough and 
St. Cin recently completed 
that program, giving them the 
expertise necessary to move 
up from Class C linemen to 
Class B.

Dunsieth was particularly 
surprised how much he still 
had to learn. With his previ-
ous experience wiring houses, 
he expected to have a better 
handle on the basics of electri-
cal equipment, but the higher 
voltage was a game-changer.

“Th ere’s a lot of safety to 
think about with high-voltage 
equipment,” he says. “You’re 
learning what to do and when 
it’s safe to touch something. 
It’s a completely diff erent type 
of electrical work, so it was an 
eye-opening experience.”

Th e three-year course 
teaches new linemen every-

thing they need to know on 
the job, whether they have past 
electrical experience or not. As 
someone without any previous 
fi eld experience, McGough 
was glad to have a chance to 
learn the basics.

“I had to learn how to do 
everything because I hadn’t 
done this kind of work before,” 
he says. “I had to learn to 
climb poles, tie wire — all that 
stuff . School pretty much got 
us where we are now.”

In addition to learning the 
hands-on skills necessary to 
do the job, the training school 
also teaches linemen the sci-
ence behind electrical sys-
tems. By the time they fi nish, 
linemen are able to calculate 
certain electrical values and 
understand how terms like 
kilowatts, voltage and current 
relate to each other.

Th is information is particu-
larly important when linemen 
need to troubleshoot a prob-
lem in the fi eld and when they 
are in constant communica-
tion with engineering.

“We might ask them a ques-
tion like, ‘Have you looked 
at the current transformer?’” 
says Ronald Wade, SAEC’s 
manager of engineering and 
operations. “Once they earn 
that certifi cation, we know that 
they have an understanding of 
what we’re seeing and talking 
about.”

Th e program even gives 
linemen a taste of what day-to-
day life on the job is like. Par-
ticipants took part in a series 
of weeklong labs before their 
schooling was complete. One 
lab included staying in a hotel 
and being called for outages 
late at night and early in the 
morning.

“It shows them you can be 
at home or wherever but when 
you get a call, it’s the responsi-
bility of the utility to respond 
to whatever trouble the mem-
bers may be experiencing,” 
says Wade. “You can tell by 
going through this class that 
they mature a little bit and gain 
knowledge and insight into 
how the utility works.”

SAEC linemen Corey Dunsieth, Dalton St. Cin 
and Tyler McGough. 

SAEC linemen wear 
personal protective 
equipment, like hard 
hats, to keep them 
safe at all times. 

Corey Dunsieth has 
been a lineman at 
SAEC for seven years. 
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Working together
Now that he has earned his 

certifi cation, St. Cin can fi nally 
work in one of the bucket 
trucks he dreamed of as a kid. 
He and his fellow linemen can 
also begin learning how to 
operate large equipment like 
digger derricks. But as import-
ant as the training school pro-
gram has been, they know 
most of what they learn will 
come in the fi eld.

“You really start out the 
fi rst day you get here,” he says. 

“Th ey give you a hard hat and 
your tools, and you just have to 
learn as you go.”

Th at can make the job 
daunting at fi rst, but it has 
also helped build a sense of 
trust that is crucial when a 
single mistake could cost lives. 
Whether it was working on 
simple, de-energized poles 
or making his way through 
tougher challenges, St. Cin 
never felt out of his depth.

“Your foreman and every-
one knows what you can and 

can’t do,” he says. “You build 
up a trust in each other when 
you work out there every day 
with them. You know what 
they know and what they don’t 
know.”

Th at camaraderie has 
quickly become St. Cin’s favor-
ite part of the job. Th e ability 
to tell jokes and to enjoy them-
selves keeps the crew going 
even when they have to work 
in the blistering heat or for 
long hours at night. But most 
importantly, he knows he can 

count on everyone to under-
stand what they need to do and 
how to do it well.

“I really enjoy every aspect 
of the job. It’s been one of the 
best things that's ever hap-
pened to me as far as day-to-
day life,” he says. “I don’t think 
I’d enjoy anything else as much 
as I enjoy working out here.”

SAEC General Manager 
David Bailey added: “It’s my 
goal that all employees feel 
this way about their careers at 
SAEC.” 

“I really enjoy every aspect of the job. It’s been one of the 
best things that’s ever happened to me as far as day-to-
day life. I don’t think I’d enjoy anything else as much as I 
enjoy working out here.”                                   — Dalton St. Cin, SAEC lineman

SAEC linemen Jonathan Issac and Heath Bozeman 
spend time in the morning loading their trucks to make 
sure they have the equipment they need in the fi eld.
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Deadline is June 22 | For more information, call 334-735-2306 or 334-556-2294

parade entry form
Fill out and return to BBA, P.O. Box 251, Brundidge, AL 36010

Independence 
Day Parade

Saturday | June 30 | 9 a.m.

 Come and meet the 2018 Brundidge queens!

name:                                                                   Phone:
Address:
type of unit:                                                     size:
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SA E C  s c h o l a rs h i p s 
 help local students get the start they deserve

Since 1997, South Alabama Electric Cooperative has helped build up our communities by selecting and presenting a $1,000 Electric 
Cooperative Foundation Scholarship to deserving high school seniors who plan to attend an accredited four-year college or junior 
college.

Th is year, SAEC selected 15 deserving seniors to be awarded scholarships to give them a head start on their college careers.
Scholarships are just one way SAEC gives back to our community. To fi nd out more, visit our website at southaec.com/community-

involvement. Interested in applying for next year’s Electric Cooperative Foundation Scholarship? Look for more information in your 
January Alabama Living magazine. 

c o n g r at u l at i o n s  t o  o u r   2 0 1 8  s c h o l a rs h i p  r e c i p e n t s

Bethanie Anne Hartzog

Ariton High School

Joshua Daniel Sullivan

Ariton High School

Justin Charles Eiland

Brantley High School

Thomas Andrew Kimbro

Brantley High School

Emily Rebecca Sims

Brantley High School

Sidney Elizabeth ArmstronG

Charles Henderson High School



Kaylan Andrea Martin

Highland Home High School

Hannah Nicole Sexton

 Luverne High School

Chauntina Quinshayla Whittle

Luverne High School

Emma Grace Strickland

Pike Liberal Arts

Reid Michael Knighten

Zion Chapel High School

Tanna Christen Norris

Zion Chapel High School

Haley Breann Weeks

Fort Dale Academy

William Cage Freeman

Goshen High School

Taten gray Phillips

Goshen High School

Alabama Living JUNE 2018 51


