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For some people, the month of July is 
defined by humid summer days. As for me, 
the highlight has always been the opportu-
nity to celebrate the declaration of our great 
nation’s independence on the Fourth of July. 
But what many members may not know is 
that our traditional holiday is actually a couple 
of days late.

Back in 1776, the Continental Congress met 
to declare independence on July 2. The next 
day, future president of the United States John 
Adams wrote a letter to his wife describing the 
ways future U.S. citizens would celebrate the 
occasion.

“The Second Day of July 1776, will be the 
most memorable Epocha, in the History of 
America,” he told her. “It ought to be solem-
nized with Pomp and Parade, with Shews, 
Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfires and Illu-
minations from one End of this Continent 
to the other from this Time forward forever 
more."

John Adams was mostly right. Americans 
have celebrated this country’s independence 
with those displays for more than 200 years. 
We’ve just celebrated a little later than he 
expected.

While the decision to declare independence 
was made on July 2, it wasn’t ratified until two 
days later — July 4. It was that final declaration 
draft that was copied and distributed through-
out the colonies, Great Britain and Europe.

At this point, you might wonder why I 
decided to share this history lesson with you. 
It’s because that one event, spanning just a few 
days, marked the birth of the greatest nation 
under God our world has ever known. 

Since then, thousands of men and women 
have dedicated their lives to serving our coun-
try and running each branch of our govern-

ment. In this issue, South Alabama Electric 
Cooperative celebrates the service of one of 
those people, our delegate in the Alabama 
House of Representatives, Alan Boothe.

Mr. Boothe has represented the people of 
this area in one form or fashion for 40 years. 
When I recently saw him at Zion Chap-
el’s Honor Day, I asked what he plans to do 
when he retires. He told me, “I’m going to be 
working on the family farm and getting a few 
things done I’ve been wanting to do.”

I think it’s wonderful that nearly 250 years 
after this country was founded our leaders still 
have the chance to retire back to their roots. 
Thank you, Mr. Boothe, for your service to 
Alabama and to the members of SAEC.

The hottest days of summer can also mean 
high electric bills as members turn up their air 
conditioning. This is a good time to visit the 
SAEC website and set up your online account 
so you can access tools that can help you save 
money. Usage notifications are especially help-
ful to give you and your family a better idea 
of your energy habits and where you can cut 
back. You’ll also find information about alter-
native billing methods like Pre-Pay Billing 
that might be a better fit for your needs.

I would also like to take a moment to send 
some big congratulations to the Brantley High 
School softball team and the Pike Liberal Arts 
School baseball team for their state champion-
ship wins. You can read more about each team 
in this magazine.

Finally, I hope that as you celebrate the 
Fourth of July this year, you will all remember 
that freedom is not free and the sacrifices that 
have been made to maintain it. And it would 
be OK if you remember that on July 2, too. I 
hope you all have a great and safe Indepen-
dence Day! 

A legacy of service
David Bailey, General Manager

OFFICE CLOSED
Wednesday, July 4, 2018

We're still here in case of an emergency!  
Call 1-800-556-2060 to report an outage. 
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Contact Information

Mailing address
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081

Phone
334-566-2060
800-556-2060

Website
www.southaec.com

Find us here:

T f
Payment Options

SAEC App 
Available from the App Store and  
Google Play

BY MAIL
P.O. Box 449
Troy, AL 36081

WEBSITE
www.southaec.com

PHONE PAYMENTS
877-566-0611, credit cards accepted

NIGHT DEPOSITORY
Available at our Highway 231 office, 
day or night

PAYMENT POINTS
Regions Bank - Troy branch
Troy Bank and Trust - all branch locations
1st National Bank of Brundidge and Troy
First Citizens - Luverne branch
Banks Buy Rite - Banks
Country 1 Stop - Honoraville

IN PERSON
13192 US-231, Troy, AL 36081
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Questions?

For questions concerning Capital Credits, 
contact: capital.credits@southaec.com

For questions concerning Billing, contact:
billing@southaec.com

For questions concerning Construction, 
contact: construction@southaec.com

Mission accomplished
Pike Liberal Arts wins second title in school history

At the end of the 2017 season, the Pike Lib-
eral Arts baseball team had to watch as Glen-
wood celebrated a state championship after a 
game three win.

While watching the Gators’ celebration on 
the pitcher’s mound, Pike Liberal’s team mem-
bers vowed to not only return to the title game 
but to also win it.

They made good on that promise in 2018 
by returning to Montgomery’s Paterson Field 
and knocking off the two-time defending state 
champion Glenwood to claim the AISA Class 
AAA state championship.

The Patriots dominated the series by winning 
game one 3-0 and then clinching the title with 
an 11-1 victory in game two.

“Our championship run started right after 
the last pitch was thrown last year,” says Pike 
Liberal Arts head coach Allen Ponder. “Some 
of our kids took pictures of the scoreboard after 
the game was over. They had a lot of motiva-
tion to get back, and they put a lot of work in to 
make sure that happened.”

The championship was the second in school 
history, with the last title coming in 2012 under 
the leadership of legendary coach Butch Austin, 
who finished his 20-year career in 2014 with 
422 wins.

Ponder, who replaced Austin after the 2014 
season, came to Pike Liberal from Lakeside 
School in Eufaula. He also played collegiately at 
Auburn University Montgomery and the Uni-
versity of Alabama as well as professionally with 
the Pittsburgh Pirates organization. He knew 
the winning tradition and passion for baseball 
at Pike Liberal could lead to a title.

“Pike has a great baseball tradition, and you 
can credit every bit of that to Butch Austin, who 
was here before I was,” he says. “People in Troy 
love baseball. We had great crowds for all of our 
games. Home and away.”

This year’s team was led by four seniors: Reed 
Jinright, Wood Jinright, Nathan Renfroe and 

Cason Murphree. Ponder said the team was the 
most balanced he’s coached.

“You can attribute a lot of our success to our 
senior leadership,” Ponder says. “I have coached 
those kids since they were in eighth grade, and 
they have always said they weren’t leaving this 
school without a state championship. That was 
their No. 1 goal, and they were able to accom-
plish that through hard work.” 

Pike Liberal Arts had to watch Glenwood celebrate 
in 2017. In 2018, the Patriots got to do the 
celebrating. 

The Pike Liberal Arts baseball team celebrated its state title at Montgomery's Paterson Field.

The Patriots defeated Glenwood to win the AISA 
Class AAA state championship.
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Alan Boothe’s 20-year career as a state 
representative will end in November. But 
when he thinks about how his decades in 
public office began, he traces it all back to 
a paper he wrote more than 50 years ago 
as a student at Opp High School.

The assignment, which focused on the 
Republican nominee for former President 
Richard Nixon, required a great deal of 
research. And without the internet to aid 
Boothe in his efforts, that meant a lot of 
reading about U.S. politics.

“My mother was a teacher, so she always 
insisted that I read. And I read as much as 
I could,” he says. “I’m an inquisitive per-
son. I always liked to know the details of 
what was going on. The more I read about 
it, the more I got interested in politics and 
wanted to understand everything.”

Combined with that curiosity was a 
desire to serve others. After graduating 
high school and attending Troy Univer-
sity for two years, Boothe served for four 
years in the U.S. Air Force and 16 years in 
the National Guard’s Criminal Investiga-
tion Division. He also spent four decades 

working for Troy University both as cam-
pus police chief and in local government 
relations.

An opportunity to pursue politics 
finally arrived when the Pike County 
coroner stepped down in 1975. Boothe 
accepted an appointment to fill the posi-
tion, and he was  re-elected twice. In all, 
he served three terms from 1975 to 1985. 
When the City of Troy adopted a may-
or-council form of government in 1985, 
Boothe won a seat as the representative 
for District 3, where he served for three 
more terms.

After 20 years in local government, 
Boothe thought his political career was 
coming to an end. But when Steve Flowers 
chose not to seek re-election as the Pike 
County representative in the Alabama 
House of Representatives, friends and 
family encouraged Boothe to run for his 
seat. He won that office in 1998, and he 
will serve until his term ends this Novem-
ber.

“I’ve had over 40 years of elected work 
and representing Pike County in different 

capacities,” says Boothe. “I think I’ve spent 
my time well, but I felt like it was time to 
turn the reins over to someone else.”

Fertile ground
While Boothe spent many years serving 

in the state Capitol, he never lost touch 
with the issues that mattered most to the 
people he represented. Ensuring support 
for public education was one such issue 
that was particularly important, especially 
when it came to Troy University.

“I’m a graduate of Troy University, the 
same as my wife, my daughter and my 
mother are graduates,” he says. “So Troy 
kind of runs in our blood.”

During his two decades in office, and 
under the leadership of Chancellor Jack 
Hawkins, Boothe has been proud to see 
Troy University grow in importance 
throughout the state and the nation. 

But when he looks back over his politi-
cal career, the accomplishment that brings 
Boothe the most pride is his role co-spon-
soring the 2012 Agricultural Irrigation 
Systems Tax Credit. The bill provided tax 

PASSING THE REINS
Alan Boothe brings 40 years as local representative to a close
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Alan and Anne Boothe 
enjoy spending time on 
their family farm.

incentives to encourage farmers to adopt 
irrigation technology with the goal of 
increasing crop yields and crop quality 
and boosting overall income for farmers 
throughout the state.

“Water is a tremendous asset we have 
in Alabama that a lot of places don’t have,” 
Boothe says. “Our water supply is abun-
dant with our rivers, streams and ground-
water. We’re fortunate to have that poten-
tial in southeast Alabama.”

Additional legislation has since 
increased the irrigation tax credit, 
demonstrating the importance of contin-
ued irrigation improvement to the state’s 
economy. In Boothe’s opinion, the water 
supply could become the single most 
important economic generator in the 
state. 

“I think that will help agriculture out-
distance auto plants or any other industry 
we might get,” he says. “Increased crop 
yield puts more money in the farmer’s 
pocket, in the consumer’s pocket and in 
the retailer’s pocket. That money turns 
over three or four times in our economy.” 

Out of darkness
While agriculture is crucial to the Ala-

bama economy, Boothe figures there 
has been nothing more important to the 
development of agriculture in the state 
than electrification. He can still remember 
visiting his grandparents, who didn’t have 
electricity, as a child and the impact elec-
tric light had on farmers.

“We had children who were having to 
study by candlelight and lamplight. Then 
along came the REA, and they started to 
electrify this country,” Boothe says. “The 
cooperatives literally brought us out of 
darkness and into light.”

During his time in office, Boothe has 
been a strong partner for cooperatives 
throughout the state, and for South Ala-
bama Electric Cooperative in particu-
lar. Keeping his door open and listening 
to the needs of cooperatives has been 
important to Boothe, not only because he 
believes in their mission but also because, 
in his experience, what’s good for them is 
good for the state.

“Keeping those co-ops growing in 

rural parts of the state was important 
to me because they drive the economic 
generation that creates the quality of life 
we enjoy today,” he says. “Whatever was 
in their best interest was also in the best 
interest of south Alabama and the people 
I represent.”

Boothe has especially enjoyed making 
himself available for local students vis-
iting Montgomery as part of the Youth 
Tour, which gives high school juniors in 
SAEC’s service area the opportunity to 
learn about cooperatives and the govern-
ing process in the state Capitol. Whenever 
possible, the representative has attended 
Youth Tour events and met with attendees 
to discuss the importance of the coopera-
tive model.

“I think it is very important to get 
young people involved in the legisla-
tive process so they know what goes on,” 
Boothe says. “As I’ve told them, they’re the 
future leaders of this nation, and it’s cru-
cial that they understand what farming 
and rural cooperatives mean.” 

“I’ve had over 40 years 
of elected work and 

representing Pike 
County in different 

capacities. I think I’ve 
spent my time well, but 
I felt like it was time to 

turn the reins over to 
someone else.”     

 — Alan Boothe



A quiet place
Now that he’s approaching the end of his lengthy career in 

politics, Boothe is proud of his accomplishments and ready to 
embrace life away from politics. He and his wife are looking 
forward to spending more time at the beach in Panama City, 
but Boothe is also eager to get back to the lifestyle of the peo-
ple in Pike County he has represented for so long.

“I’ve got a little land on a creek, and I’ve got my tractors, so 
I’ll stay busy on the farm,” he says. “There’s a little pond to do 
some fishing. I just want to enjoy the rural life.”

As much as he’s looking forward to a well-earned break, 
Boothe doesn’t have it in him to disappear from public service 
entirely. State law dictates representatives cannot work as a 
lobbyist for two years after leaving the legislature. But Boothe 
plans to use the relationships he has built in Montgomery to 
volunteer his help to any worthy cause that may need it.

“I’m a service-oriented person. I don’t need to stand in the 
limelight. I just like to know that I’m helping people,” Boothe 
says. “It’s thinking more about what you can do to help people 
than what you can get out of it. I think that’s the type of per-
son I want to be, and that’s what I’ve tried to do.” 

Alan Boothe and his wife Anne admire 
the artwork of their 10-year-old 
granddaughter Sydney Boothe. 

Alan Boothe is looking forward 
to spending more time on his 
farm once he is out of office. 

Alan Boothe picks blueberries with his 
granddaughter Cameron Grace Hyche. 

Alan Boothe picks blueberries with 
his grandson Creel Richardson; wife, 
Anne Boothe; and granddaughter 
Cameron Grace Hyche.
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Come in, we're open!

We have what you need!
from your home to your office ...
for entertainment and enjoyment ...
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The Brantley softball team had one goal during the 2018 sea-
son, and that was to win a state championship. After losing by one 
run in the championship game in 2017, the Bulldogs returned 
their entire lineup. They were determined to avenge that defeat.

Brantley succeeded in May by defeating Sumiton Christian 
5-1 to clinch the 2018 Class 1A state championship. To make the 
victory even sweeter, Sumiton Christian was the same team who 
ended their season in 2017.

“We had a bad taste in our mouth from the year before because 
we had lost by one run in the state championship game,” Brant-
ley head coach Cindy Hawthorne says. “We kind of used that as 
motivation throughout the season.”

The Bulldogs finished with a 53-4 record and dominated 
throughout the postseason. They won the Class 1A, Area 4 title 
and the South Regional Tournament in Gulf Shores, which 
punched their ticket to the state tournament in Montgomery.

They cruised through all three tournaments and didn’t give up 
a run until the championship game.

Pitcher Leanna Johnson, who finished her career with more 
than 1,700 strikeouts, was named the State Tournament MVP 
after striking out 13 batters in the championship game. She has 
signed a scholarship to play at Troy University next year.

“She led us in the circle all year,” Hawthorne says.
Winning championships is nothing new at Brantley. This title 

was the fourth in five years.
Hawthorne says the championships get sweeter each time. 

With the revenge factor and the pressure to win, this was a sea-
son to remember.

“This year was certainly more pressure-packed because we 
were expected to win it,” Hawthorne says. “We started out in 
2014 with our first championship and came out of nowhere. Then 
as we won the others in 2015 and 2016, we started to gain notori-
ety. It’s just a testament to how talented the kids are and how hard 
they work. My assistant coaches and I are just along for the ride.”

The team was talented from top to bottom with a team bat-
ting average of .300. In the championship game Kassidy Wilcox, 
a University of South Alabama signee, was 3-for-4 at the plate. 
Kayden Dunn and Olivia Jones both hit home runs.

However, Hawthorne says the most interesting fact about this 
team was how close they are and how bad they want to win for 
Brantley. All starters have at least one parent who graduated from 
Brantley High School.

“This is a tight-knit group of hometown kids, and they love 
playing together,” Hawthorne says. 

SWEET REVENGE
Brantley bounces back to win fourth title in five years

The Brantely softball team are, from front left, Ainsley Watts, Elleigh Layton, Kayden Dunn, Lindsey Wells, Emory 
Bush, Sheonte' Barginere, Campbell Hawthorne, Star Edwards, Kayla Potter and Kaylee Navarre. Back row, from 
left, are David Watts, Anna Katherine Kimbro, Jimmy Johnson, Kendall Navarre, Lainey Wells, Leanna Johnson, Cindy 
Hawthorne, Hannah Sims, Kassidy Wilcox, Lauren Hudson, Olivia Jones, Gracie Free and Jonny Young.


