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Co-op Programs Help Members Save
By David Bailey

I’m a CPA. No, that doesn’t mean “Cheapest Person Alive”. However, my family might
disagree with that. As an accountant, tracking
expenses just comes naturally to me. I know
that heating and cooling is the largest energy
expense for most homes. So when my power
bill started creeping up, I knew it was time to
look at changing out my old unit. Plus it was
several years old.
You may be considering
upgrading your heating
and cooling system too.
Why
should
you
change?
I ran the numbers. Even
if your system is only 10
years old, you could save
up to 40 percent of your
heating and cooling energy
costs by replacing it with a
newer, more efficient model.
There are telltale signs
which indicate it’s time to
consider replacing heating
and cooling equipment
- noises, longer run times, your home is less
comfortable. If you are experiencing that, it
may be time to call a professional contractor
to help you make an informed decision, especially if you have had several service calls on
your current HVAC system.
If you decide to upgrade, consider replacing it with a unit that has earned the ENERGY
STAR label and has a SEER (Seasonal Energy
Efficiency Ratio) of 15 or greater. Installed
correctly, these high-efficiency units can save
up to 20 percent on heating and cooling costs.
The higher the SEER, the more you save.
SEER is simply a measure of how energy-efficient your unit is – much like miles per gallon measures how fuel-efficient your car is.
Your equipment needs frequent repairs and
your energy bills are going up.
Cooperative Programs
SAEC has several programs designed to
help you. I know they work, because I’ve actually used them. The cooperative offers a rebate program which can help offset the cost
of choosing to install higher efficiency HVAC
equipment. Rebates start at $150 per ton for

a 15 SEER unit installed into a conventional
home. Manufactured home owners can benefit from the program as well. Call our member
services department for more information.
If you are considering replacing your current unit with a more efficient model, your
cooperative has another program to assist you
with financing. Let’s face it. Many of us don’t

have thousands of dollars set aside for a new
unit.
If you are a member with a clear credit history you can qualify for our Energy Resource
and Conservation Loan program. Members
can borrow up to $6,500 at a 5% interest rate
for a new heat pump and other improvements,
which make their home more energy efficient.
Applying for the program is easy. You can
pick up an application at our office. You can
also go to our website and fill one out electronically or print one to fill out at home.
Last year, the cooperative loaned over
$150,000 to members helping them increase
the comfort and energy efficiency of their
homes.
I hope you take advantage of all your cooperative has to offer.n
David Bailey serves as the general manager

of South Alabama Electric Cooperative. He is a
resident of the New Hope Community in Coffee
County and a graduate of Troy University.
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South Alabama Electric’s Monthly Operating Report
KWH Sold
22,339,560
Average
Utility Bill
$160.76
Average Use
1,357 kWh

Total
Accounts
Billed
16,465

Consumers
per mile of
line
6.04

Total Miles
of Line
2,722
Information from DECEMBER 2016

Look up
before you
plant
If you are like many homeowners, Spring means
longer days and more time to work in the yard. If you
are thinking about planting trees please make sure you
look up.
Overhead lines are easy to spot, yet often overlooked.
If you’re planning on adding a few trees on your
property, it’s important to know where you should
plant them in relation to power lines. Tall trees that
grow up into overhead power lines have to be continually cut back to keep clear of the lines, which can be expensive and make for an ugly, oddly-shaped tree. And
the roots of trees that are planted too close to underground power lines can be damaged if the lines have to
be dug up for repairs.
Here are some simple tips to help you figure out
where you should plant trees to avoid conflicts with
power lines.n
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Weatherization saves
homeowners
What is weatherization?
It’s simply sealing and
insulating the “envelope”
or “shell” of your home
– its outer walls, ceiling, windows, doors and
floors. It’s often the most
cost-effective way to improve energy efficiency
and comfort. You seal
air leaks throughout the
home to stop drafts, add
insulation to block air
flow and choose energy
efficient windows to ensure your home is comfortable and efficient.
Many improvements
can be made by rolling up
your sleeves and tackling
the problem areas yourself, but you can also hire
a contractor who will use
special diagnostic tools
to pinpoint and seal the
hidden air leaks in your
home.
You may already know
where some air leakage
occurs in your home,
such as an under-thedoor draft, but you’ll need
to find the less obvious
gaps to properly air seal your home.
Do a Visual Inspection
On the outside of your house, inspect all
areas where two different building materials meet, including:
• All exterior corners
• Outdoor water faucets
• Where siding and chimneys meet
• Areas where the foundation and the
bottom of exterior brick or siding meet.
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Inside your home, inspect around the
following areas for any cracks and gaps
that could cause air leaks:
• Electrical outlets
• Switch plates
• Door and window frames
• Electrical and gas service entrances
• Baseboards
• Weather stripping around doors
• Fireplace dampers
• Attic hatches

• Wall- or window-mounted air conditioners.
• Cable TV and phone lines
• Where dryer vents pass through walls
• Vents and fans.
Also look for gaps around pipes and
wires, foundation seals and mail slots.
Check to see if the caulking and weather
stripping are applied properly, leaving no
gaps or cracks, and are in good condition.
Check the exterior caulking around doors
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and windows, and see whether exterior storm doors and primary doors seal tightly.
Inspect windows and doors for air leaks. See if you can rattle them, since movement means possible air leaks. If you can
see daylight around a door or window frame, then the door or
window leaks. You can usually seal these leaks by caulking or
weatherstripping them. Check the storm windows to see if they
fit and are not broken.
You may also wish to consider replacing your old windows
and doors with newer, high-performance ones.

REBATES:
Air-Source Heat Pumps:
13 SEER*
15 SEER
16 SEER or greater

$100/ton
$150/ton
$200/ton

Dual-Fuel Heat Pumps:
13 SEER*
15 SEER
16 SEER

$250/ton
$300/ton
$350/ton

Mini-Split Heat Pumps:
15 SEER
16 SEER

$300/ton
$350/ton

Geothermal Heat Pumps:
22 EER or greater

$600/ton

*Applicable to existing manufactured homes replacing electric
furnaces and new manufactured homes in lieu of electric furnaces.

saving you money. Whether you take simple steps or make
larger investments to make your home more efficient, you’ll see
lower energy bills. Over time, those savings will typically pay
for the cost of improvements.
Your heating and cooling system is your largest energy expense, accounting for nearly half of your energy budget. To
make the biggest difference in your energy bill, follow these
simple energy strategies:
Adjust the thermostat. The simplest way to save money on
heating and cooling is to adjust your thermostat. You can save
as much as 10 percent a year on heating and cooling by simply
turning your thermostat back 7 to 10 degrees from its normal
setting for 8 hours a day. When you are home, we recommend
your thermostat be set on 68˚F in the winter and 78˚F in the
summer.
For even more control of your home’s system, consider purchasing a programmable thermostat.
Leave the thermostat’s fan switch on “auto” so the fan only
runs when the unit runs. Setting the fan to “on” causes it to run
all the time, whether or not heating or cooling is needed.
Use fans. The breeze of a fan can make you feel cooler, and
using an air conditioner and fan together means you can raise
the thermostat and still stay comfortable. Just remember to
turn them off when you leave.
Block the sun from overheating your home. Use shades,
blinds and drapes inside and awnings, trees and shrubs outside.
Close unused air vents. If you have a heat pump, close air
vents in rooms you aren’t using so you aren’t paying to cool
them.
Change your filter. A dirty filter makes your heating system
work harder, using more energy. Simply replace your disposable filter or clean your washable one every month. Clean filters can also cut down on dust.
South Alabama Electric works with our members to maximize your energy dollars.
n

Prepare for summer cooling
Spring is upon us and that means switching from heat to air
conditioning.
Every summer as the temperatures climb and air conditioning increases, so do questions about energy use. If your bills
keep climbing and you are investing more and more into repairing your current HVAC unit, now is the time to consider
replacing an old HVAC unit, with a high efficiency (15 SEER
or higher) unit.
South Alabama Electric offers members the opportunity to
apply for rebates on qualified HVAC equipment. Air conditioners are measured by Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio (SEER).
Replacing your current unit with one rated higher can bring
energy costs down - as much as 5 to 10 percent, if the unit is
properly installed and the duct work sealed correctly.
Higher SEER equipment generally means higher out of
pocket costs. That’s why SAEC is offering rebates of up to $600
per ton for members who upgrade their heat pumps to a more
efficient air-source, dual-fuel or geothermal unit.
An energy-efficient home will keep you comfortable while
Alabama Living
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We Can’t
Recognize
You Without
Your Phone
Number

Update Your Phone Number
Before A Major Outage

•

South Alabama Electric Cooperative
needs your phone number on file. When
you call, our outage management system
attempts to match the number you are
calling from with the phone number on
your account. This enables us to dispatch
crews more quickly and efficiently.
If we don’t have an accurate phone
number associated with your account, it
makes it harder to locate where an outage
has occurred and delays the repair process.

Your information will remain confidential and only be used by the cooperative.

Call our 24/7 Member Account
Line at 877-566-0611 and follow
the prompts.

How can you update your
account information:
•

•
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Visit www.southaec.com and
click the update your account information image located at the top
of the web page.
Call us at 800-556-2060 and ask to
update your account information.
Our office hours are 8 a.m. until 5
p.m. Monday through Friday.

Don’t keep us in the
dark.
Update your information
before a storm hits.

www.alabamaliving.coop

B rundidge
Shop Local First
We encourage you to give Brundidge a look when you are shopping
for your home, gifts or just basic day-to-day needs.
Every dollar you spend locally keeps our city running and supports
local jobs.
Brundidge merchants care about you and the community we call
home.
You’ll save money and time too! Shopping at home means less driving
and less time on the road.
www.brundidgealabama.com
50 MARCH 2017
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Convenience
starts here.

Outage Information | Bill & Payment Options | My Usage
www.southaec.com
We value your membership. We value you.
www.southaec.com
800.566.2060 (main)
877.566.0611 (account info)
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